8/24 - Pak. Times - 500 DRA soldiers 
from 4 military posts in Bagh-i-Zamana, 
near Mazar-i-Sharif , defected last week. 
Reportedly the DRA is now drafting re- 
leased prisoners (both criminal & poli- 
tical) and the new conscripts invite 
the mujahideen to attack the posts. 
- CSM - Edward Girardet writes about 
Zahir Shah's chances i. Excerpts follow: 

The ex-monarch's prospects for regaining 
the Kabul throne still remain slight, but his 
presence, at least temporarily, as figurehead 
leader of the Afghan resistance could play a 
significant role in unifying its divisive guer- 
rilla movements-. . » 

Despite considerable opposition to the 
King's return, particularly by the "funda- 
mentalist" political parties in Peshawar, 
there appears to be increasingly widespread 
support for the idea among the nearly 3 mil- 
lion refugees (most of whom are Push tun) in 
Pakistan as well as guerrilla fronts inside the 
country. Enthusiasm for the King, who is a 
member of the Pushtun Durrani tribe, among 
non-Pushtun elements such as the Tadjiks 
and Hazaras has not been so evident. - 

The support expressed among refugees, 
however, is not necessarily for the King him- 
self but rather for a leader in a position to 
bring Afghanistan's varied and often feuding 
resistance organizations together. Frustrated 
and fatigued by the pressures of war, many 
Afghans feel that their struggle against the 
Soviets lacks direction. 

While not demonstrating any diminished 
zeal to continue fighting, they blame this lack 
of direction to a great extent on the inability 
of the political parties to overcome their dif- 
ferences and get on with the real task at hand, 
namely to force the communists out. For 
them, Zahir Shah magically appears to hold 
the solution to all these problems. 

"We would be prepared to accept Zahir 
Shah if he can end the war," said Lahoor 
Khan, talking for a group of some 30 male ref- 
ugees at Kachacha Garhi Camp just outside 
Peshawar. "The people don't want political 
parties who only know how to fight amongst 
themselves." 

For others, the return of the King would 
only be a stopgap until a more competent and 
universally acceptable leader has emerged 
from resistance ranks. "... 
"The King is better than nothing, but we ar 
afraid that there is something manipulativ. 
behind him," noted a mujahed commande 
from Kabul Province- . - 

Unlike the "fundamentalists," "the 
"moderates" have never hidden their desire 
to see the monarchy restored in one form or 
another. The "moderates," some of whom 
are directly related to the royal family, have 
nurtured "jusi-in-case" ties with the King 
since well before the Soviet invasion. But only 
now have they found it politically feasible ac- 
tually to appeal openly for his return. 




For most Afghans, the King has never 
been fondly remembered. Critics say that 
during his nearly 40-year reign he failed to 
embrace the true interests of his people. If 
anything, he was more renowned for his and 
his family's lavish and decadent lifestyle, . . 

Whether the return of the King as a sym- 
bolic head of the resistance can change the 
course of the war is another question. Some 
observers argue that the strength of the Af- 
ghan resistance is that there is no one leader- 
ship. "An overall organization body would 
only make it a lot easier for the Soviets to 
infiltrate," said a West European diplomat in 
Islamabad. 

Nevertheless, it is generally recognized 
that a united resistance front is a necessity if 
the Afghans want to have a greater impact on 
the international scene, ,' • 



8/31 - NYT - A report from Islamabad says that 
guerrillas kidnapped 3 or 4 Soviet advisers & 
killed an undetermined number of government 
officials in Logar on 8/20. 

9/4 -' The Pak. Times Overseas Weekly says 
KARMAL LIKELY TO BE REPLACED: 

other names are Said Mohammad 



■ 



PESHAWAR: The speculations 
about removal of Babrak Karmal 
from the highest post of Russian- 
backed regime in Afghanistan are said 
to be immense as several names are 
taken for his replacement, AIR 
reports quoting diplomatic sources in 
Kabul. 

Three names were on top of the 
list of the probables. Prominent 
among them is said to be Zahir 
Shah's monarchy era Defence Minis- 
ter Gen- Khan Mohammad. Two 



names are 
Gulabzai, head of Khalq faction of 
ruling party and- Gen. Farooq, chief 
of staff of Zahir Shah monarchy. 

Sad Gulabzai is said to have just 
returned from Moscow after having 
detailed dialogue with Kremlin and 
staying there for a few weeks. 

It has also been disclosed in Kabul 
that Babrak Karmal is suffering from 
cancer which does not allow him to 
remain the President of the Kabul's 
puppet regime.-PPI. 



9/6 - CSM - Edward Girardet writes that over the 
past 18 months the Red Army high command has 
gradually been reinforcing or replacing ordinary 
soldiers in Afghanistan with more specialized 
combat contingents. He says that the Soviets 
appear ro be moving toward fully absorbing the 
northern provinces by incorporating their infra- 
structure into the adjoining Soviet Muslim Re- 
publics. "Informed sources" say that the re- 
maining parts of Afghanistan may eventually be 
split into 2 separate states: Pushtun, which 
might be under the control of the Pushtun Khalqi 
faction, & non-Pushtun, which would be given to 
the principally Far si-speaking Parcham. He also 
writes that the Kremlin has been preparing So- 
viet public opinion for a long and perhaps costly 
stay in Afghanistan. Party propaganda compares 
the Afghan situation with the "basmachi" revolts 
in Central Asia in the early 20s & 30s. As with 
the "basmachi" it may take 20 or 30 years to do 
the job. Some diplomats feel that the Soviets 
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are using the Geneva talks merely to play 
for time while they try to subdue Af- 
ghanistan - creating only the impression 
that they want a favorable settlement. 
"In reality they will not accept a settle- 
ment which does not serve their interests." 

9/7 - CSM - Mujahideen attacked Soviet 
troops just south of the Russian border & 
killed 50-100 of the Soviets who were con- 
ducting a house-to-house search for draft- 
able Afghans. The Soviets retaliated with 
bombing raids causing civilian casualties 
& destroying crops & livestock. 

- NYT - NEW DELHI, Sept. 6 — A simmering 
feud between two tactions in Afghani- 
stan's ruling Communist Party erupted 
in gunfire last month near the city of 
Herat and about 100 Afghan Army and 
police personnel were killed or wound- 
ed, a Western diplomat said today. 
' It was the biggest such clash re- 

ported this year between the Parcham 
(Flag) group, which is led by President 
Babrak Karmal, and the Khaiq 
(Masses) faction of his rivals. 

The incident occurred Aug. 17 near 
Herat, which is near Afghanistan's 
northwestern border with Iran. 

According to the diplomat, the Par- 
cham group consisted of army troops j 
and officers, while the Khaiq mem-; 
bers, regarded as more nationalistic, 
were policemen from the Interior 
Ministry. Further details of the inci- 
dent were not available. 

Killings in 1S80 and '81 

The intraparty clashes were at a 
peak in 1980 and 1981, when scores, per- 
haos hundreds, of Afghan Communists 
kil'led each other. The killings slowea 
last year, although relations between 
the Khaiq and Parcham groups have 
remained tense. 

Defense Minister Abdel Qader, who 
was among the tank commanders who 
stormed the presidential palace in 
April 1979 and helped install the coun- 
try's first Marxist Government, is 
viewed as a leader of the Khaiq group. 

9/13 - NYT - Reuters reports that mujahi- 
deen now control the bazaar areas of Ma tun, 
Urgun & Jaji in Paktia Province. Guerril- 
las have cut off the water & food supplies 
to the garrison at Urgun where more than 
12 Soviet advisers & 700 troops reportedly 
are based. (See p. 21) 
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HASAN KAKAR ARRESTED 

An Amnesty International "Urgent Action" 
Bulletin of 7/11/83 states: 

Professor Hassan Kakar, a distinguished 
Afghan historian & head of the history 
department at Kabul University was arrested 
in April 1982 after attempting to form a 
human rights group at KU to monitor the 
arrests of staff & students. Since that 
date he is reported to have been held in 
solitary confinement & allowed only one 
visit from his family. Amnesty Int'l. has 
learned that he was recently sentenced to 
8 years' imprisonment on charges of dis- 
tributing "anti-state literature." 
According to the information received by 
Amnesty International, it appears that 
Prof. Kakar has been imprisoned for the 
peaceful expression of his conscientiously 
held beliefs. There is no evidence that 
he was involved in or used violence. 
Amnesty Int'l. considers that his imprison- 
ment is contrary to the provisions of the 
Int'l. Covenant on Civil & Political 
Rights which has been ratified by Afghani- 
stan. (See #2, 1/24. p. 7) 
Professor Kakar, aged 46, is married and 
has 4 children. He is the author of 
several books on Afghan history. 

Amnesty Int'l. recommends that telegrams/ 
express letters/airmail letters be sent 
urging that his case be immediately re- 
viewed and that he be -released from 
detention on the grounds that he is a 
prisoner of conscience. Letters should 
be sent to President Babrak Karmal, Pres. 
of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, 
Office of the President, Kabul Afghanistan. 
(Crystal Leslie writes that the "USA branch 
of AI has not been directly requested to 
involve itself in AI's efforts to free 
Kakar because AI in the USA is considered 
to be too closely allied to State Dept. 
policy. However, the AI research office 
in London. . .considers that it would be 
extremely helpful if individuals or groups 
(of a non-political nature) in the USA... 
protest directly to President Karmal of 
Afghanistan... It is suggested that the 
letter be brief, polite and non- 
political with stress laid on the humani- 
tarian reasons which motivate your appeal." 
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OPINION AND COMMENTARY 



"Nearing a Pullout from Afghanistan" 
( NYT 6/7 ) 



"Doomed Scenario for 
(NYT 6/12) 



Soviet Withdraw 




The United Nations mediation effort 
on Afghanistan has now reached a 
make-or-break stage. Although the 
emerging agreement is hardly ideal, 
it may well offer the best hope for get- 
ting Soviet forces out and advancing 
American interests in Southwest Asia. 

After a year of quiet shuttle diplo- 
macy, intensive negotiations in April 
between Pakistan, Afghanistan and a 
United Nations Under Secretary Gen- 
eral, Diego Cordovez, have resulted in 
agreement on most provisions of a 20- 
page "comprehensive settlement." 
The Soviet Union would be committed 
to a step-by-step withdrawal of its 
combat forces and weaponry within a 
definite time period. Pakistan, in 
turn, would be required to stop all of 
its support for the Afghan resistance 
— including weapons shipments 
through its territory. 

Several critical issues remain to be 
settled when negotiations resume 
June 16, notably the time frame of the 
withdrawal: Islamabad wants the 
pullout to be completed within six 
months, while Moscow is holding out 
for 18. But much to the Administra- 
tion's surprise, the United Nations ef- 
fort is moving tantalizingly close to a 
successful conclusion. The issue be- 
fore Washington is no longer whether 
a settlement is possible but whether 
the type of settlement envisioned 
would be acceptable. America, the 
Soviet Union and China would have to 
endorse the agreement before it could 
be implemented. 

The most controversial aspect of the 
scenario is that it does not provide for 
replacement of the Soviet-installed 
Babrak Karmal regime. Moscow con- 
tends that the regime could survive 
without support from Soviet forces if 
"foreign interference" were stopped. 
This is highly doubtful because Mr. 
Karmal has become the symbol of the 
occupation. But the agreement would 
give Moscow a face-saving oppor- 
tunity to phase him out while shaping 
a more effective, decentralized Sovi- 
et-oriented regime. 

Moscow and Kabul are offering Af- 
ghanistan's diverse tribes and ethnic 
groups even more autonomy than they 
enjoyed under the monarchy — in- 
cluding exemption from virtually all 
taxation. What could emerge initially 
from the United Nations scenario is a 
political hybrid in which a Sovietized 
ministate in Kabul and its environs 
would co-exist uneasily with a largely 
undisturbed countryside. So long as 

Selig S. Harrison is a senior associate 
at the Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace. This article is 
adapted from one in Foreign Policy 
magazine. 



the Kabul regime is "friendly," Soviet 
sources suggest, Moscow does not 
much care how it governs. A "friend- 
ly" government is defined as one that 
would retain Soviet military advisers 
and could be relied upon to invite 
Soviet forces back in the event of a 
military emergency in Iran or Af- 
ghanistan itself. 

If the negotiations fail, Moscow is 
likely to make a greatly intensified 
military effort to crush the resistance. 
Thus, America faces a stark choice 
between supporting the agreement or 
watching helplessly as the resistance 
is decimated in future years. Wash- 
ington no longer has the option of in- 
creasing aid to the resistance because 
Pakistan is not prepared to cooperate. 
Islamabad fears that escalated fight- 
ing would multiply the Afghan refu- 
gees in Pakistan, and Pakistan's 
President, Mohammad Zia ul-Haq, 
recognizes that Moscow could easily 
destabilize his narrowly based re- 
gime. This has led Pakistan to insist 
upon a mutual noninterference clause 
that would prohibit Afghan manipula- 
tion of Pashtun and Baluch separa- 
tism in Pakistan just as it would bar 
Pakistani support for the Afghan 
resistance. 

Publicly, most Afghan resistance 
factions denounce the agreement, 
pledging to fight on until all Soviet in- 
fluence is eradicated. Privately, how- 
ever, many non-Communist Afghans 
accept the Pakistani argument that 
the first objective should be to get. 
Soviet forces out. 

The United States should encourage 
Pakistan to get the best bargain it can, 
but it should not stand in the way of a 
settlement. A Soviet withdrawal 
would clearly serve American se- 
curity interests in the Persian Gulf 
and South Asia. In the event of a fu- 
ture crisis involving the movement of 
Soviet forces through Afghanistan, 
Washington would have much more 
warning time than it does now. The 
agreement would also help to stabilize 
• South Asia politically by removing the 
Afghan conflict as a bone of contention 
between India and Pakistan. 

The basic American aim should be 
to put the onus for any breakdown in 
the negotiations on Moscow and 
Kabul.- A Soviet withdrawal would 
represent a heartening victory for in- 
ternational public opinion expressed 
in successive United Nations resolu- 
tions calling for a Soviet pullout. Con- 
versely, America would quickly lose 
the political benefits it has gained 
from Soviet embroilment if it ap- 
peared to the world that Washington 
wanted to prolong the bloodshed for its 
own strategic reasons — "fighting to 
the last Afghan." 
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To the Editor: 

The key result of the agreement on 
Soviet troop withdrawal from Af- 
ghanistan which Selig Harrison's 
June 7 Op-Ed article claims is being 
negotiated by U.N. mediators would 
be legitimation of future Soviet inter- 
vention in Afghanistan and possibly 
Iran as well. 

The U.N. mediators acknowledge 
they have intentionally avoided dis- 
cussion of internal Afghan governing 
arrangements in their discussions 
with Pakistani diplomats and the Ba- 
brak Karmal authorities in Kabul. 
The Afghan resistance forces and the 
refugees in Pakistan have also been 
excluded from any involvement. 

Any plan for Soviet withdrawal 
which is contingent on preservation of 
the Babrak regime in Kabul and on 
Soviet rights to protect it will fail. The 
guerrillas will continue their efforts to 
overthrow that government. And the 
Soviets have insisted on the rights — 
which Mr. Harrison urges Pakistan, 
the U.N., the U.S. and China to accept 
— to send new forces into Afghani- 
stan, whether the Kabul regime is 
faced with a crisis or, a totally new 
element, when there is a crisis in Iran. 

The proposed agreement is funda- 
mentally flawed if it reads in any sense 
in the manner Mr. Harrison describes. 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan would 
have to be coerced to return under 
these terms. Civil war in Afghanistan 
would be certain. And a resumed 
Soviet intervention would be saner 
tioned by the U.N. Why shouldn't Mos- 
cow agree to such an arrangement! 

The most serious and most funda- 
mental bar to a peaceful settlement is 
the lack of internal stability and a 
sense of political direction in Afghani- 
stan. This is what gave the Soviets the 
chance to intervene originally. It is 
what would create a new opportunity 
in the future unless it is addressed 
from the start. 

This the U.N. mediators and the 
Pakistanis have carefully avoided 
doing, in the false hope that once the 
Soviets agree to pull back their iorces 
on any terms, the problem will be 
basically resolved. The negotiators 
appear to be moving toward an under- 
standing which will only pave the way 
for more violence, even if it does, on 
the surface, appear to commit the 
Soviets to begin to withdraw. 

If the Soviets genuinely wish to get 
out ana do so with some saving of face, 
they should be able to accept an agree- 
ment providing for unconditional 
withdrawal in the context of a U.N.- 
guaranteed and U.N.-supervised gath- 
ering of a traditional grand tribal 
Jirga, or assembly. 

In that assembly, the Afghans 
themseives would agree on a new gov- 
ernment, on the Soviet withdrawal it- 
self, on f rienaiy relations with ail their 
neighboi-s. including tne Soviet Union, 



Continued 
on p. 16. 



Opinions - continued 

"Unlikely Soviet Desire 
' Quit Afghanistan" (NYT 

To the Editor: 

Twice in the iast 11 months ("Rough 
Plan Emerging for Afghan Peace," 
Juiy 12, 1882, and 'Wearing a PuUout 
from Afghanistan," June 7, 1S83), Selig 
S. Harrison has written for your Op-Ed 
page what could be called a "cracked 
record" message: that the U.S.S.R. is 
somehow interested in withdrawing its 
troops from Afghanistan in some Mr*? 
of step-by-step scheme. 

Mr. Harrison's plea is that the U.S. 
should encourage Pakistan "to get the 

best bargain it can" and to agree to "a 
Flnland-6tyle solution." 

Apart from the historical fact that 
Moscow has never voluntarily with- 
drawn its physical support of any Com- 
munist regime it initially embraced, 
there are a number of important facts 
of life that fly in the face of any pro- 
fessed Soviet willingness to budge from 
Afghanistan Here are three: 

• Since 1981, the Soviets have qui- 
etly annexed the strategic Wakhan 
corridor, a long, thin east-west pan- 
handle extending to the border of 
China. The native Pamir tribe of Af- 
ghanistan which once lived there has 
been driven away, and Soviet border 
troops now face Pakistan's Northwest 
Frontier province. Would a Soviet 
pull back mean evacuation of that 
vital strip of Afghan land and its re- 
turn to Afghanistan? 

• Since the 1950's, thousands of 
Soviet geologists and engineers have 
probed and plumbed the extent and 
location of Afghanistan's enormous 
and untapped mineral wealth, which 
includes vast reserves of iron ore,- 
petroleum, natural gas, precious 
st one s, uranium, copper, bauxite and. 
ch rome . Already the Soviets areanniK 
ally pumping more than four billion 
cubic meters of natural gas from* 
north Afgh an wells via a large pipe- 
line directly into the Soviet Union. 

They in effect pay nothing because, 
"credits" for such natural gas are* 
placed against the huge Afghan 
"debt" for Soviet delivery of food and 
equipment. Would the Soviets relin- 
quish their known long-range plans to 
exploit Afghan mineral treasure? 

• The Soviet armed forces in Af- 
ghanistan occupy strategic advanced 
positions on the Persian Gulf and. 
against Iran. The Soviets are known to 
be feverishly building permanent air 
and military bastions in Afghanistan, 
especially the mighty military/air- 
complex at Shindand in western Af- 
ghanistan. Would they abandon these? 

I fear that Harrison and other ex- 
perts are being led down a garden 
path. The Soviets are quite w illing to 
talk reasonably to U.N-. mediators 
about withdrawing, in an effort to re- 
coup their tarnished reputation but 
will withdraw only if their ill-gotten. 
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gains in Afghanistan are somehow 
guaranteed. Why should Washington 
agree to be part of that kind of "with-* 
drawai"? Harris Greene ' 

► Va., June 9, 1383^ 



"Afghans Will Fight On" 

by Sabah Kushkaki (NYT 6/23) 

While another round of indirect 
talks on Afghanistan is drawing to a 
close in Geneva, prospects for a 
peaceful settlement of the conflict re- 
main as dim as ever. 

United Nations Under Secretary 
General Diego Cordovez has been pur- 
suing an agreement between Pakistan 
and the Soviet-installed Government 
of Afghanistan, but the actual parties 
to the conflict — the Soviet Union and 
the Afghan resistance movement — 
are not included in the process. The 
United States, China and the Soviet 
Union must endorse any agreement 
before it can be implemented. The 
crux of the problem is to find a way for 
Moscow to withdraw its troops and for 
the Afghans to have a government of 
their own choosing. 

The Soviet Union encourages the 
impression that a negotiated settle- 
ment is in the offing. Such an impres- 
sion tends to neutralize worlwide criti- 

, cism of its involvement in Afghani- 
stan. The Russians are buying time on 

: ! the assumption that they can crush 
the Afghan resistance, which they 
know now receives very little ma- 
terial and moral support from other 
countries. 

, It is indeed very hard to think that 
the Kremlin seriously contemplates a 
withdrawal. The Russians are, on the 
one hand, busy converting the Afghan 
social and economic structures to 
serve Moscow's interests, and, on the 
other, have already turned the coun- 
try into a military base that poses a di- 
rect threat to non-Communist inter- 
ests in the Persian Gulf region and the 
Indian Subcontinent. Right now, Mos- 
cow is gaining more than it is losing in 
Afghanistan. Neither the political nor 
the military costs of its adventure 
there are high enough to induce it to 
pull out. 

The Soviet Union has let it be known 
that it would be willing to withdraw its 
troops if Pakistan and Iran pledged to 
stop all support for the resistance and 
if Afghanistan remained in the hands 
of a "friendly" government, which is 
defined as one that would retain Soviet 
military advisers and could be de- 
pended upon to "invite" Soviet forces 
to return in the event of a military 
emergency in Afghanistan or in 
Iran. 
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Such an agreement would simply 
restore the very conditions that led to 
the invasion in December 1979 und»r 

J-iTP 8 0f the 1978 Soviet-Afehan 
jnendshjp treaty - with the addi- 
tional dangerous proviso that events 
m Iran could provide a pretext for in- 
viting Soviet troops to return 

It would be tragic to conclude such 
an agreement under the auspices of a 
worlo organization committed to the 
nght of people to independence and 
self-determination. The Afghan resist- 
an accord nothin S t0 do w ^h such 

The publicly stated position of Paki- 
stan, reiterated on many occasions by 
President Mohammad Zia ul-Haq, in- 
sists on both a Soviet withdrawal and 
the nght of Afghans to choose their 
own form of government, paving the 
way for an honorable return of mil- 
lions of Arghan refugees now in Paki- 
stan and Iran. The Pakistanis would 
also like to see Afghanistan become a 
nonaligned country once again. 

Officials in a number of quarters 
are afraid that if an agreement is not 
reached under Soviet terms, the 
Soviet Union will pour in more troops 
and annihilate the resistance. When 
the Soviet Army invaded three years 
ago, most people assumed that Mos- 
cow would prevail in a few months. 
They underestimated both the will 
and determination of people fighting 
for a just cause. 

The people of Afghanistan want to 
see their country free from all forms 
of foreign intervention, to live in har- 
mony with their neighbors and to 
choose their own form of government. 
They also want to establish an Islamic 
way of life for Afghans — not through 
force or coercion but by peaceful 
means. 

If the Afghans do not get these 
terms, they will continue to fight for 
them. They are not going to sell them- 
selves cheap. The Afghans are fight- 
ing this war not only for themselves 
but also for the cause of freedom and 
justice around the world. 

Communism, as seen in practice, is 
based on oppression and expansion, 
and is detrimental to the legitimate 
rights of people and nations. The Af- 
ghans are determined to root it out in 
their own country. If a nation is an- 
nihilated in fighting for such a cause, 
who is the loser? With this mentality, 
Afghan freedom-fighters are shedding 
their blood. 

Since World War II, Communism 
has dictated its will upon the world. 
Gaining a Soviet withdrawal on Mos- 
cow's terms would not represent a vic- 
tory for international public opinion 
but. rather, another concession, a fail- 
ure of Western will — this time in a 
strategically situated country whose 
people are committed to dying for a 
cause belonging to all justice-loving 
People. Sabah Kushkaki. a'former journalist 
and Minister of Information and Cul- 
ture in Afghanistan, for most of 1978 
and 1979 was imprisoned by the re- 
gimes ofNoor Mohammad Taraki and 
Hafizullah Amin. He is now a fellow at 
i Center. 



Opinions . . . continued 

"An Afghan Settlement Process Underway" 
tNYT - 7/3) 



■ ■ 

To the Editor: 

Sabah Kushkaki is wrong when he 
writes that t^ere can be no political 
settlement of the conflict in Afghani- 
stan (Op-Ed June 22). While negotia- 
tions between Pakistan and Afghani- 
stan might not be showing immediate 
results, a different kind of political 
settlement process is already under 
way inside Afghanistan. 

The Government is negotiating with 
tribal leaders and with military com- 
manders of the rebel organizations in- 
side the. country. Two weeks in Af- 
ghanistan (May 15 to 30) convinced 
me that these negotiations have made 
considerable progress. 

According to Government figures, 
in recent months more than 200 rebel 
military commanders have defected 
from their Pakistani-based leadership 
and come over to the Government 
side, bringing with them some 20,000 
armed men. 

I was not able, of course, to verify 
these figures. But the trend does exist 
— many rebel commanders inside Af- 
ghanistan have lost faith in their 
"leaders" in Pakistan. 

I had the opportunity to interview 
one of these former commanders, a 
young man named Malang who had 
been a member of the "Islamic 
Party" of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
probably the strongest rebel military 
organization. Malang had com- 
manded some 250 men in Kabul prov- 
ince. On his trips to Pakistan to pick 



up arms ana receive training (trcm 
Americans and Egyptians, he says) 
he got to know the political leader- 
ship of the "Islamic Party." In his 
view, they are primarily interested 
•in personal profits and not in any 
"Islamic war." • ' ! 

Meanwhile, popular support for 
Malang's detachment had declined in 
Kabul province, and he decided to 
open talks with the Government. 
Today Malang is a first lieutenant in 
the Afghan Army. 

There are a number of further fac- 
tual errors in Kushkaki's commen- 
tary. I will limit myself to just one 
•more: his claim that the rebels are 
fighting for an "Islamic govern- 
ment." If so, it is a strange variety 
of Islam. 

Take the so-called Islamic Party. 
Its leader, convicted of a political 
murder before he managed to leaye 
Afghanistan in 1973, led a Pakistani- 
financed unit of 5,000 men into Af- 
ghanistan in 1975 to stir up trouble 
for the Government there, which was 
engaged in a border conflict with 
Pakistan. In 1978, he started his 
present campaign. His program con- 
sists of opposing land reform, the Af- 
ghan Government's literacy cam- 
paign and laws guaranteeing equal 
rights for men and women. A free- 
dom fighter? KonradEge 
. Washington, June 23, 1983 

The, writer is a European freelance 
journalist . ' • - 



General Zia ; s Views: In an interview with Rodney 
Tasker of the FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW in May. 
(JEER - 6/9) 



The Afghanistan crisis is probably the 
most topical subject in Pakistan t'odav, 
with the continuing Geneva talks: I see 
that your foreign minister has been rather 
positive in his statements about the pro- 
gress made at the talks. You yourself have 
made similar statements* Are you really 
hopeful that now, with the talks set to re- 
sume on June 16, there is a serious chance 
of a breakthrough? \ 

It's a long story. Why did the Soviet 
Union come into Afghanistan in the first 
place? Did they come here to stay? Did 
they come here to go back? Did they come 
here to fill the vacuum? Did they~come 
here to have a strategic advantage ^bver 
Iran and Pakistan? Did they come to be 
that much closer to the warm waters [of 
the Arabian Sea]? What was their aim? Or 
did they come to safeguard the soft underr 
belly of the Soviet Union — to put a dam 
on the onslaught of what they thought was 
the Islamic revolution, with floods coming 
from the Pakistan side or from the Iran 
side? ' 



But look at the infrastructure they have 
built up: massive construction, new roads, 
railways, new bridges over the Oxus river, 
highways coming all the way from the 
Soviet Union to Kabul, Kandahar and 
Herat, new storehouses, barracks for the 
troops . . . They have moved another divi- 
sion into Herat. So when you compare all 
this, then you ask what on earth is this 
exercise going on? But there not onlv mv 
pessimism but my personal impressions 
come in also, and so do mv foreign minis- 
ter's. ' ,:; 

We had a very good, intimate discussion 
with [Soviet leader Yuri] Andropov just' 
the day he took over [after Leonid 
Brezhnev's funeral in Moscow last year]. 
My impression of him was that I think he 
meant what he said. There are indications 
that perhaps Russia does want to with- 
draw [its troops]. And it is this impression 
which is- now taking the shape of concrete 
dialogue and discussions. We had Geneva 
I, Geneva II. now Geneva III is comino nn 
June 16. and the modalities that are bei nsr 
worked out, the principles that are h c in e 
followed, are exactly in line with the Unit, 
ed Nations resolutions on the subject. 



The very positive approach which th t . 
boviet Union has adopted towards thes 
talks, the direction, the moral support th 
back-up which they are giving to thc Af 
ghan representative, all that indicates thai 
the Soviet Union means business. Perhm 
they are keen to withdraw. Perhaps thev 
want to have a let-up, if not on Poland «, r 
Southeast Asia, or Angola or anywhere 
else, at least on Afghanistan if the condi 
tions are right. And with all that, I feel 
could perhaps take the risk of believin, 
what they say. And they say that thev want 
to withdraw . . . why not? We are just try- 
ing: it's doing us no harm. 

The Soviets are insisting, as a condition 
for their withdrawal, that Pakistan stop its 
alleged interference and intervention in 
Afghanistan, along with other countries 
including the United States and China 
This is similar to the situation in Cam- 
bodia, where the Vietnamese say they will 
not withdraw until the Chinese threat dis- 
appears. This seems to be a way of pro- 
longing the negotiating process, by put- 
ting the ball in your court. 

Yes, but the spirit of the Geneva talks 
[comprises] those four United Nations 
principles [calling for a withdrawal of 
foreign troops, the voluntary return of the 
Afghan refugees, a return to Kabul's non- 
aligned status and a popular government] 
Now within these four principles, [UN 
special envoy] Diego Cordovez has 
worked out his framework. The 
framework also starts with the withdrawal 
of troops, guarantees of non-intervention, 
non-interference, the return of the re- 
fugees J. . the whole thing starts off so 
long as the Soviet Union withdraws. After 
the withdrawal, what begins, according to 
the current negotiations, is what should be 
the guarantees of non-interference and 
non-intervention. Russia feels Pakistan is 
interfering; we are saying that while vour 
intervention is visible, you are just 
speculating about Pakistan's interference. 
Yes, we are guilty, if that is so, of harbour- 
ing refugees. But it is not right — and we 
have told the Russians — to put the blame 
on Pakistan for the past. 

You should look at the pattern of in- 
surgency in Afghanistan. It is not on the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan border. It is inside. 
So we are now in the middle. And if wc 
agree that there is an intervention and 
there is interference, it is just not enough: 
supposing the Russians withdraw, and 
they still say the Pakistanis are interferinii. 
it doesn't take the Soviet Union more than 
two days to come back. That won't be- 
right for us, because by that time the re- 
fugees will not have gone back. So we arc- 
now also looking [for] guarantors to this 
agreement. We are looking to the five per- 
manent members of the UN Security 
Council. [Foreign Minister] Yaqub Khan 
is visiting various places [China, the US. 
Britain, France, the Soviet Union and 
Saudi Arabia] in order to brief them, and 
since we have taken the Afghanistan pro- 
Mem as not a regional problem but a 
Jobal problem, we feel that we must keep 
nose who are interested in helping us . . . 
i the picture, and take them along with us 
n this way. 
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Apart from Ihe Soviet charge of outside 
interference in Afghanistan, what condi- 
tions do you think Moscow would find ac- 
ceptable to allow a withdrawal? If the re- 
fugees go back, and if there are elections 
or some other process to form a new gov- 
ernment in Kabul, it seems doubtful that it 
would result in a Marxist government. 
One assumes the Soviets would find such a 
situation unacceptable, so would you not 
say there appears to be a stalemate here? 

There is a simple formula to it — too 
simple to believe. First, I think [the 
Soviets] would want — and I think they 
can claim — a friendly Afghanistan; they 
can t afford to have a hostile Afghanistan. 
Secondly, if they want a friendly Af- 
ghanistan, then naturally the government 
in power should be tolerable. I don't think 
they would be willing to accept an extreme 
rightist government in Afghanistan. On 
the other hand, they know that any ex- 
tremist leftist government will not be ac- 
ceptable to the people of Afghanistan. So 
they have got to find a compromise, and 
the compromise is simple. 

Basically, it is not up to Pakistan to 
suggest, because we sav it is the problem 
of the people of Afghanistan. Thcv have a 
very good system, a system of Loi Jirga — 
And whenever they 
had a problem, or whenever thcv wanted 
to have a mandate, the government as- 
sembled the Loi Jirga and put the thing ac- 
ross to them. And there was not any diffi- 
culty for the people of Afghanistan to be 
allowed to come into the assembly for 
help, and then find out a consensus and act 
accordingly. I think the whole thing can be 
worked out fairly smoothly, if there is a 
political will on the part of the Soviet 
Union to allow a political process to deve- 
lop in accordance with the traditions of 
Afghanistan. ™ 



ZicTs silver lining 

The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan has helped the 
president to establish an impressive image and power-base 

By Derek Davies and Hikaru Kerns . ' 
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Since Zia was last interviewed by the 
Review (June 9). fresh negotiations on 
Afghanistan have taken place in Geneva. 
Those contacts do not appear to have al- 
tered Zia's realistic appreciation of the 

withdraw, combinedwith a sober op- 
timism that progress can be made: "The 
Russians are in Afghanistan. We cannot 
turn them out. The Russians are trying to 
subjugate Afghanistan. The Afghans are 
resisting — fortunately for us. otherwise 
we would be in the soup bv now. 

"The responsibility for ail of this lies with 
the Soviet Union. As a-superpower. the 
Soviet Union cannot be obliged to move. 
If the Russians had wanted to ignore 
world opinion, they could have.donc so. 
Whether it is world opinion — the resolu- 
tions passed by the Islamic Conference 
and by the non-aligned nations, plus the 
117 votes in the UN — or whether it is a 
willingness on the part of Soviet President 
Yuri Andropov to admit that he is in dif- 
ficulties. I don't know. 

"But we found that the Afghans [the 
Babrak Karmal regime) were willing to 
engage in indirect talks, which thev could 
not do without the tacit approval' of the 
Soviet Union. We know full well that the 
Soviet Union is not going to leave Af- 
ghanistan in a hurry and that, if and when 
they do quit, they will leave behind them 
such infrastructure as will allow them to 
return very swiftly. Yet I think the pro- 
blem has been diffused to some extent. 

The talks represent a very positive 

step. 

" By our choice . we are talking with 
Afghanistan indirectly [via a UN in- 
termediary]. Moscow wanted us to 
talk directly and we said no. Results 
are being achieved. We have been 
able to make -the Soviets agree to give 
a timetable - for withdrawal. The 
point at issue.' now is Moscow's con- 
tention that it should not give a time- 
table to anyone but the Afghans; that 



Credit goes Doth to the local population 
and to the refugees themselves. Fortu- 
nately, they are largely from the same, 
ethnic groups as in Pakistan — from tribes 
who once lived on both sides of the bor- 
der. And the spirit with which the Pakis- 
tani locals reacted was highly commenda- 
ble. Theawe received, a very quick and 
generous response from fellow Muslin 
countries and the international organisa- 
tions which enabled us- to bear this bur- 
den. Mind you, out of the {totaJ| cost — 
about US$450 million a year — half. of the 
amount comes from Pakistan's own ex- 
chequer. But we are bearing this ungrudg- 
ingly and will continue to do so. . 

"As for their [the refugees'] political as- 
pirations and worries they may have that a 
settlement may be reached 1 without con- 
sulting them. Foreign. Minister Yaqub 
Khan in Geneva insisted that Diego Cot- 
dovez [the UN interne-' 
diary, who is the perSoiat 
representative of UN -Se- 
cretary-General ™t**ier 
Perez de Cuellai] 'should 
himself consult with the Af- 
ghan refugees on Pakistani 
soil to ascertain theif views 
about conditions "under 
which they would be willing 
to return to their country 
(page 25). While these in- 
direct negotiations are going 
on among ourselves, theUN 
representative, . Afghanis, 
tan and the Soviet Union;, 
with Iran being kept in the picture,: it .is 
vital that the refugees must be consulted 
about any eventual political solution. ~. , 



United Nations officials ponder the diplomatic pitfalls 
surrounding people displaced from Afghanistan 

By Ted ftfOrellO FAS EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW • AUGUST 4. 1383 

New York: The United Nations has varying degrees of agreement on the three 



opened delicate intramural negotiations 
aimed at drafting a stand-by mechanism 
for coping with the eventual return from 
Pakistan of 3 million refugees uprooted 
from Afghanistan by the Soviet military 
occupation. 

The principal officials involved are UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) Poul Hartling and Diego Cor- 
dovez, UN Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar's special Afghanistan re- 
presentative. The two, who have just con A 
eluded a round of talks in Geneva, are the 
most senior officials handling respectively 
the day-to-day humanitarian and political 
phases of the UN's involvement in the Af- 
ghanistan conflict. 

The Hartling-Cordovez talks focused 
on how to make progress on the refugee 
aspect of the four-point draft settlement 
on Afghanistan. Talks that Cordovez has 
conducted separately with representatives 
of Pakistan and Afghanistan achieved 



other points in the draft: the necessity of 
Soviet troop withdrawal from Afghanis- 
tan, non-interference in the country's 
domestic affairs and guarantees that the 
non-interference provision will be ob- 
served. • ' • • 

In his most recent summing up of the 
state of the negotiations, Perez de Cuellar 
said at a UN Correspondents Association 
lunch that "90% of this [four-point] draft 
has been already agreed upon." However 
he added that the UN is still looking for a 
formula to get the refugees "in some way 
present in this exercise." Both Mosccv 
and Kabul have been adamant in refus- 
to agree to any contact between Cordovez 
and the refugees. 

UN officials report that the Cordovez- 
Hartling talks concentrated on consider- 
ing strategies for involving the UNHCR 
more actively in sounding out the refugees 
without Hartling too obviously crossing 
the line into the political arena and risking 



; it is a matter .between tnemselves and 
I Kabul. But they have agreed to a 
i timetable and. what is more, to a 
brief timetable not a lengthy one. But 
I don't see the end of the tunnel. 
While I am optimistic about the pro- 
gress of the talks I am not so optimis- 
tic about their results." 

Did not reports that Andropov 
and the KGB were originally against 
the invasion and that Andropov s 
rise to power had strengthened the 
faction in the Kremlin in favour of 
withdrawal smack of Soviet propa- 
ganda, designed to weaken Afghan 
resistance and those who supported 

it? Zia thinks not. "I am still very confident 

that Andropov was against this." he said, 

"not only from what I have read, but after 

my meeting with Mr Andropov at the fun- 
eral of the late [president] Leonid 

Brezhnev. He was under no obligation to 

see me. There were 1 14 heads of state. He 

saw only the US vice-president [George 

Bush], Mrs [Indira] Gandhi of India and 

Zia-ul Haq of Pakistan . So there must have 

-been. something in his mind. 

"I feel that he must have advised against 

[the invasion]. So 1 still hope for a fresh 

approach. Even if Andropov wants with- 
drawal, it could be that his failing health. 

pressures from the coterie of Brezhnevites 

around him and other factors will force 

Jhim to maintain Soviet policy unchanged. 

But we are expecting the annual visit 

of one of the Soviet deputy foreign 

ministers ... in August or September 

routinely to discuss the forthcoming UN 

General Assembly j We are hoping to per- 
suade him to talk about. Afghan istan as 

well." . v 

As for the 3> million Afghan refugees in. 
Pakistan. "there are two problems. First: 
there are the social and economic-strains 
resulting, from their presence; secondly., 
the need to respond to their political aspi- 
rations. The presence of such a large body 
of refugees should create social problems. 

the censure of Moscow and Kabul. Hartl- 
ing himself has always steered away from 
any actions that might be construed as po- 
litical. It was considered certain that the 
furthest he was prepared to go in Geneva 
was to tell Cordovez that he would coop- 
erate in whatever solution eventually 
emerged among the parties concerned, 
provided that the action was clearly within 
his agency's guidelines. In addition, it was 
reported that he insisted on guaranteeing 
the voluntary nature of any repatriation. 

The next step is to determine how to 
find out the refugees' wishes about repat- 
riation. Ideally, the refugees themselves 
would be aole to agree on a single spokes- 
man. But such agreement is considered 
impossible to achieve. Equally impractical 
is the suggestion that the UNHCR poll the 
refugees individually. That practice has 
been followed in the past, for example 
with 55,000 refugees from Chad and 
200,000 frcm Zimbabwe who returned to 
their homelands from neighbouring coun- 
tries after fleeing to escape armed conflict. 
But the numbers were tiny compared with 
the monumental challenge of the 3 million 
—placed Afghans in Pakistan. 

A more likely formula calls for 
UNHCR consultation with the leaders of 

Continued on p. 23 



THE AFGHANS' LOT: SHORTAGE OF FOOD, DISEASE, COLD (Hong Kong Standard *7/3) 



THE main victims of the 
guerilla warfare against the 
Soviet-backed Kabul 
government are Afghan 
civilians. Thousands of 
villages have been 
destroyed by air raids and 
reprisal bombardments and 
they have suffered many 
dead and wounded in the 
past four years. 

Close on four million 
Afghan refugees ha"e fled 
across the borders to 
Pakistan and Iran since 
1979 - one in four of the 
country's total population. 
It is the world's largest 
refugee problem. No one 
knows if, or when, they 
will return. 

For the remaining 12 
million Afghans still inside 
Afghanistan life is harder 
and more dangerous. Many 
rural areas, especially those 
close to the cities or the 
strategic highways, have 
suffered so badly from air 
raids that villagers have left 
tor the relative safety of 
the cities under the Kabul 
government's control. 

Kabul's population has 
risen from 700,000 in 1978 
in peacetime to reach an 
estimated 1.5 million in 
1983. Food is short and 
much has to be imported 
from abroad. 

House rents have risen 
sharply, with entire families 
living in one small room of 
slum houses in the poorer 
sections. The city is said to 
be bursting at the seams. 
Since the autumn of 1982 
camps of refugees from the 
villages have sprung up on 
the outskirts. 

In some regions hunger 
has made people leave their 
villages. Even where crops 
and livestock have not been 
destroyed in military 
operations aimed at 
crushing the Afghan 
resistance, there is a general 
shortage of able-bodied 
men to work on the farms 
in the valleys. 

Inside the country - 
considerably larger than 
France or Kenya at 
250.000 square miles in 
area - conditions differ in 
the various regions, which 
are separated by mountain 
ranges or deserts. In a few 
remote regions, the war 
seems distant as far as 
recent experience of 
fighting or air. raids is 
concerned. 



4 Deep in the Hindu Kush 
mountain ranges of central 
Afghanistan, in the large 
region of Hazarajat, < signs 
of war are obvious only on 
the border. There the 
inhabitants have organised 
themselves into militia 
forces cooperating with the 
resistance on other 
war-fronts. 

Far from losing its 
population like many 
regions, Hazarajat has 
gained some with younger 
men fleein g Ka bul to avoid 
compulsory military\ 
service. 

As in other regions, 
malnutrition has become 
more serious with the war 
affecting women and 
children in particular. All 
food has risen in price in 
the last four years by two 
or three times, without any 
corresponding rise in 
incomes for the poor. 

-by Anthony Hyman — 

With the resumption in Geneva 
of UN -sponsored talks towards 
an Afghan peace settlement, 
world attention has once again 
turned to this war-torn 
country. Gemini News Service 
reports on an often neglected 
aspect of the war: how 
ordinary Afghans are coping 
with changed living conditions. 



The scarcity of wheat, 
vegetables, milk, "meat, eggs 
and other items has helped 
spread diseases of 
malnutrition in many 
regions. TB is the most 
common. Many people 
become ill because they 
have to take refuge in 
mountain caves, living there 
without warm clothing 
through the cold weather. 

Where the fighting or air 
raids have been intense, 
people have died of simple 
wounds because of the 
almost total absence of 
medical facilities in the 
rural areas. Not a single 
govern m en! dim . 
established in the sixties in 
the larger villages of 
Afghanistan survived the 
general war destruction and 
the ending of the Kabul 
government's control of at 
least 80 per cent of rural 
areas. 

Humanitarian 
organisations have made 
determined efforts since 
1980 to reintroduce a 
minimal programme of 



basic health into rural 
areas. Afghan doctors and 
nurses, as well as French, 
Belgian and Swiss 
professionals have brought 
medicine in from Pakistan 
and set up scores of clinics 
inside Afghanistan. 

Often when they have 
moved from the area after 
some months they have left 
behind basic knowledge of 
first aid techniques and 
hygiene, besides a medicine 
chest. 

Authentic details of 
conditions in remote rural 
areas have come through 
the. efforts of two 
remarkable humanitarian 
organisations, both based in 
France - Medecins sans 
Frontiercs (Doctors 
without Frontiers) and 
Aide Medicate 
Internationale (Inter- 
national Medical Aid). 

They have a wide 
experience of the needs of 
civilian populations in 
wartime. from their 
valuable medical work in I I 
Salvador, Chad and other' 
flashpoints. * 

Teams of their doctors 
and nurses have worked 
with many Afghan rural 
c communities since 1980. In 
the Panjsher valley, north 
of Kabul, where fierce 
fighting took place until 
this spring for control of 
the valley and the highway 
to the northern borders 
with the USSR, their 
clinics saved many seriously 
wounded people, including 
victims of fragmentation 
bombs. 

In the Panjsher valley 
and other places subjected 
to frequent air raids they 
noted growing symptoms 
of stress, including serious 
psychological effects, 
among civilians. 

Even the distant noise 
of airplanes and helicopter 
gunships in the sky caused 
attacks of dizziness or 
palpitation among the 
population. 

In southeastern 
Afghanistan. in Kunar 
province close to the 
border with Pakistan, the 
drain of people to refugee 
camps and the general 
destruction, of farms and 
livestock has made food 
even scarcer than in Other 
parts. 

Malnutrition is reported 
more in evidence, with 



women suffering from 
general weakness, anaemia 
or TB. and children 

developing spindly limbs 
and swollen bodies. 

The prospect of 
widespread hunger leading 
to famine inside 
Afghanistan is being 
seriously studied by relief 
agencies, agronomists and 
food specialists based in 
Pakistan and elsewhere. 

If conditions worsen 
while the war continues 
there is little or no 
prospect of substantial 
food aid reaching remote 
rural areas from outside the 
country. 

The airspace is 
controlled by Soviet and 
Afghan planes, ruling out 
any attempts at airdrops of 
food from outside, while 
the Kabul government so 
far has restricted food 
distribution to the cities 
which it controls rather 
than areas of the country 
hostile to its rule. 

Some shrewd observers 
are already speculating that 
the question of • food 
supplies for the Afghan 
population will in the long 
run determine the outcome 
of the guerilla war going on 
since 1979. 

They argue that even if 
the Afghan resistance 
forces have weapons to 
fight with and high morale 
against superior military 
forces, they may well be 
ground down by inability 
to get enough food. — 
Gemini 
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and on a crucial amnesty for all 
groups in the terrible conflict of the. 
last four years. 

Those who hope for peace in Afghani- 
stan, for stability in South Asia and for 
the permanent withdrawal of Soviet 
forces from Afghanistan can have no 
satisfaction in the kind of settlement 
Mr. Harrison describes. The best that 
can be said for it is that the prost>ects 
for its implementation are extrimaiy 
slim. Paul H. Kkeisberg 

New York. June 7, 1383 

The writer is director ofstuaies at the 
Council on foreign Relations. 
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In Pakistan, an Afghan Peephole 



By WILLIAM K. STEVENS 

Special to The New YWt Times 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — For cen- 
turies, travelers on their way to India 
from Afghanistan, Persia and points be- 
yond have stopped in this rough-cut 
frontier outpost lying astride ancient 
routes of trade and conquest that snake 
| through the Khyber Pass, 25 miles west 
j of here on the Afghan border. And for 
| centuries 0 they have gravitated to the 
j street of the storytellers in the Old 
j City's main bazaar to swap tales, both 
true and fanciful, about faraway places 
land events. 

| Today Peshawar has become a differ- 
I ent sort of information exchange. The 
traders and travelers still come from 
beyond the Khyber Pass, but these days 
they are overwhelmingly outnumbered 
by another group of tale-tellers, the 
thousands of Afghan refugees, defec- 
tors, exiles, rebel political leaders and 
guerrilla commanders who have 
flooded across the border and into town 
in the three and a half years since 
Soviet troops entered Afghanistan. 

These refugees have made this city 
the richest and most reliable single 
source of information for the Western 
world about what is going on inside Af- 
ghanistan. 

Country Off Limits 

Since shortly after the Soviet inter- 
vention in December 1979, the Soviet 
Army and the Afghan Government 
have declared the country off limits to 
Western reporters. By denying report- 
ers entry on pain of possible arrest, the 
Russians and the Afghan rulers have 
i thrown a blanket over the struggle be- 
tween themselves and the insurgent 
Moslem guerrillas who appear to have 
fought them to a standstill. 

Despite this, an enormous amount of 
information makes its way out of Af- 
ghanistan — "More than we can han- 
dle," said Dr. Sayd Majrooh, an Afghan 
exile who founded and directs the Af- 
ghan Information Center here. The cen- 
ter is widely regarded as the most au- 
thoritative and reliable clearinghouse 
for such information. 

Peshawar is where the Western jour- 
nalists who most closely and regularly 
follow the Afghan war come to collect 
facts and cross-check reports that they 
get from various sources, including 
Western diplomats. It is also the pri- 
mary jumping-off place for a handful of 
Western journalists who occasionally 
go into Afghanistan with rebel troops 
for first-hand, through usually circum- 
scribed and limited, looks at the coun- 
try. And it is the base for Dr. Majrooh's 
clearinghouse, which is frequently the 
first stop for reporters. 

Dr. Majrooh, a former professor of 
philosophy at Kabul University, runs a 
nonprofit operation in a pleasantly airy 
suburban house on the west side of 
Peshawar, within sight of the Khyber 
Pass. Assigning a small staff of report- 
ers to interview insurgent military 
commanders and other sources about 
the progress of the war, he publishes 
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their reports in a monthly bulletin that 
goes to about 300 subscribers, including 
all the largest Western newspapers and 
news agencies. 

"We get some exaggerations and 
some contradictions," Dr. Majrooh 
said. If these are not resolved, he said, 
the information is excluded from the 
bulletin. 

The content and tone of the bulletin 
are typified by the opening paragraph 
of the summary of the May issue: "The 
month of May has seen .some of the 
most devastating bombardment by the 
Soviets since their occupation of Af- 
ghanistan. The main victims have, as 
ever, been the civilians. In the two- 
week bombardment of the city of Herat, 
3,000 civilian casualties were reported. 
In the Shomal region, north of Kabul, 
unprecedented bombing razed many 
villages, killing hundreds and driving 
large sections of the civilians to flood 
into Kabul to take refuge." 

Several Sources of Information 

Several factions among the Afghan 
guerrillas, many of whose political 
bases are in or around Peshawar, give 
information to the Majrooh center, and 
some put out their own newsletters. 
Western correspondents tap these 
sources directly as well, and some have 
built longstanding relationships with 
several different guerrilla leaders. 

Most reporters who regularly follow 
the war are based in Islamabad, Paki- 
stan's capital. These include reoorters 
for Reuters and The Associated' Press. 
Representative, perhaps, of the way h 
which they ooerate is the work of 'lan 
Hoare, the Islamabad correspondent oi 
the BBC. 



Mr. Hoare said he constructed his dis- 
patches out of information from the 
Soviet-controlled Kabul radio, from 
sources in the guerrilla resistance 
groups, from Dr. Majrooh's clearing- 
house and from diplomatic sources 
Embassies, both Western and third 
world, remain open in Kabul, and re- 
ports from them are sent to missions in 
other cities, where correspondents in 
some cases are briefed periodically. 

Mr. Hoare said he found that the best 
and often the most timely reports come 
"when someone rings you from the bor- 
der and tells you that this place or that 
has fallen." 

The big problem, Mr. Hoare said, "is 
that every source has an ax to grind," 
and so cross-checking is all the more 
necessary. What this means, he said, is 
that Islamabad-based reporters must 
"travel to Peshawar fairly regularly to 
catch people coming out" of Afghani- 
stan and interview them first-hand. 

Some journalists say they believe 
that even Islamabad is too far away to 
serve as a base for day-to-day cover- 
age. Romey Fullerton, a British re- 
porter in Peshawar representing The 
Daily Telegraph, the Far Eastern Eco- 
nomic Review, Independent Television 
News of Britain and the Voice of Amer- 
ica, said Peshawar was the base "if you 
really want to keep your finger on the 
pulse." . 

Even at best ' Mrs- Fullerton said, the 
news from" Afghanistan usually lags 
well behind events "because of the 
sheer length of time it takes for reports 
to come out." A lag of four or five days 
is relatively short, she said. News of 
events that take place in parts of Af- 
ghanistan far from the Pakistani bor- 
der, she said, can take as long as three 
weeks to come to light. 

Those who report the news some- 
times make trade-offs between timeli- 
ness and accuracy. For example, some 
journalists say, Dr. Majrooh's reports 
are as reliable as they are partly be- 
cause his publication is issued monthly 
and thus he has time to discover and' 
discard suspect information. Faster re- 
ports, the journalists say, sometimes 
tend to be less reliable. 

A major problem for reporters early 
in the war was that the Afghan guerril- 
las accounts were found on inspection 
to contain considerable amounts of ex- 
aggeration and wishful thinking. The 
reason for this, Mrs. Fullerton said, 
was that the purpose of their accounts 
was less to inform than to promote en- 
thusiasm and morale among the guer- 
rillas. This "singing the song of the 
jihad," she said, is part of the long 
tradition of Afghan balladeers. 

"It used to infuriate the Western jour- 
nalists," she said, "but within the first 
year this had changed." Now, she said, 
the insurgents have learned that if they 
are to be believed, they have to be "jolly 
bonng and Western about the whole 
thing." Exaggerations still crop up oc- 

SSSS&f e " but you ^ spot 
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From the PAKISTAN TIMES 7/4 



HOSPITAL CASUALTIES: 
The hospitals in Afghanistan 
are being manned bv inexpert 
enced doctor* from Russia, 
which has resulted in the in- 
crease of casualties m these 
hospitals. 

This wa* dulcosed by two 
doctors of Jamhoonat Hospi- 
tal of Kabul, who have aban- 
doned their duties And liave 
crossed over to Pakistan. In an 
interview here thev said that 
soon after passing their clas- 
ses in the medical colleges in 
Russia the house job students 
are entrusted the responsibili- 
ties of full iledsed doctors m 
the hospitals in Afehamstan 
Most of the patients either d e 
or- loose their parts of the 
body which is affected, due to 
the inexperience of these doc 
tors. They also disclosed that 
acute shortage of medicines 
has hit the hospitals and. the 
patients are compelled to buv 
medicines on high prices from 
Hk market. 

However, the patients beiona 
in* to Khalq and Parcham fac 
turns of the partv are provided 
with free medicines in the hos 
pitals, besides other facilh.es 
Those injured in the clashes 
with Mujahideen are admitted 
to military hospital known as 
40ii bedded hospital. There are 
always more than 2.000 pa i- 
ents in this hospital which re 
mains . so ovsrerowied that 
the beds are placed in its com 
pound. 

CONSCRIPTION : Ifcev said 
that onlv old women and ehil 
dree attend the civil hospitals, 
because the young people avoid 
to attend these hospitals, due 
to scare of forced recruitment 
in the army. 

It is said in Kabul that the 
tenure of compulsory military 
service which has recently 
been raised to three vears. is 
being further raised to five 
vears. Ihev said that during 
the last five vears, about 40 
doctors have fled awa v frnm 
the Jamhoor'at Hospital 
There are in all 50 doctors in 
this hosoital out of whom 
fcur belont to Communist 
partv. The Russians eive ircen 
tive to the doctors for send-ns 
them to Russia for hiqher edu 
cation, but the Afghan doctor* 
do not acceot their offer. 

Most of the students leave 
their studies in Russia and 
uhen thev come to Aiqhams- 
tan durine vacations, thev 
avoid to go back, because thev 



sav that the Afghans are mal 
treated in Russia The Rus 
•ians treatmnet is because 
of the casualties of their rela 
tives in Afgnanistan. Thev said 
that onlv KhaJais and Parcha 
mis accent -he scholarships in 
Russia for the simple reason 
that thev escape from tak ng 
part in the war. These doctors 
said mat the law and order 
situation in the citv of Kabul 
was not normal and no one 
feel* secure. 

In the afternoon, no one ex- 
cept members of Khalq could 
come out on the roads. The 
Khalqis and Parchamis also 
cannot come out of their hou 
ses after 5 pjn due to scare oi 
Muiahideen. There is alwavs 
danger of attack bv the Muia- 
hideen at dav time at the ba- 
rars, roads end offices. Becau- 
se of this danger, the Kabul 
reaime and Russians search 
people on all the round abouts 
and check their document, 
Even the employees are check 
ed before entering their offices 
One of the two doctors said 
that his house was searched 
three times bv the members 
cf Khalq durine one month. 
The Russ»an soldiers patrol 
in the tanks and armed vehi- 
cle* in the citv of Kabul and 
their number has increased 
considerably. Onlv old peonle 
women and children are seen 
in citv, because rhev have 
either fled swav or have es- 
caped due to the scarce of for- 
ceable recruitment in the 
arrav.- -APP. 



KABUL CLAIMS PROPAGANDA SUCCESS OVER 
GUERRILLAS Sout h China Morning Post 

New propaganda 
ploys are being used 
by the Afghanistan 
Government to split 
the already deeply di- 
vided resistance move- 
ment. 

Over the last month 
Kabul has claimed suc- 
cess in persuading many 
leaders of the "bandits," 
as the guerillas are 
labelled, to stop fighting 
and to join the National 
Fatherland Front set up 
in 1980, soon after the 
Soviet invasion. 

Kabul Radio has been 
concentrating on a well- 
established opposition 
party, Afghan Mellat (So- 
cial Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan), claiming the 
party has been dissolved 
by its leaders, and appeal- 
ing to its thousands of 
members and sympathisers 
to join forces with the Na- 
tional Fatherland Front. 

In fact only five members 
of Afghan Mellat's central 
committee — released this 
year after four years in prison 
— claim to have "dissolved'* 
the party. Members in exiie 
stronalv denv that Aferun 
Mellat has ceased to enst. 

,_/ he Pa^y dates back to 
1966 and has a :biIowin° 
among educated Pashtuns in 
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Activists of WDOA, taking- part in voluntary 
work at the Kabul hospital. 

KNT 7/30 (Photo: Bakhtar) 



the Army, police and civil 
service. 

It claims to work for a 
democratic Afghanistan ana 
is the only Afghan partv af- 
filiated to the Socialist Inter- 
national^ 

The country's present 
leader. Mr Babrak Karmal. 
had close contacts with the 

r«- trie .. . , 
■ir:\ .u tended the annual 
celebrations oi Pashtunistan 
Day in Kabul alongside Af- 
ghan Mellat members. 

The party had always 
voiced extremist nationalist 
views, laying claim to Pakis- 
tan's Northwest Frontier 
Province and insisting that 
Baluchistan should be inde- 
pendent of Pakistan and be- 
come a separate state of 
Pashtunistan, 

Some Afghan nationalists 
undoubtedly believe the 
present instability in the re- 
gion could help achieve their 
long-standing goal through 
the disintegration of Pakis- 
tan. 

The Karmal Government 
is using all means at its dis- 
posal to try to persuade the 
opposition that the future lies 
with the revolution. 

Its offer of a general 
amnesty has been taken up by 
a number of guerillas since 
the- beginning of the year, and 
lepers exchanged with two 
resistance leaders have come 
into the open. 

Warsaw Pact countries 
are giving technical help to 
improve the efficiency of the 
media — East German radio 
specialists are running 
courses in Kabul for "pro- 
gressive radio journalism" 
and similar courses for press 
and TV journalists have been 
started. 

.New magazines have been 
launched this year 'for stu- 
dents, trade unionists, farm- 
ers, women and other groups 
to win support for the Nation- 
al Fatherland Front. 

East Germany has also 
supplied new printing presses 
and equipment for expansion 
of radio and TV services. 

Czechs, Bulgarians, Rus- 
sians and Germans are work- 
ing to strengthen the weak 
trade union movement, which 
at present claims 160,000 
members. 

The aim is rapid expan- 
sion of membership so that 
the movement can be used as 
' '^rop for the Kabul Govern- 
ment. 

Reported by George 
-tardy in Islamabad 
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ZAHIR SHAH URGES UNITED BODY TO REPRESENT 
AFGHANS (Pakistan Times 6/24) 



LONDON, June 23: Afghanis 
tan's former deposed King 
Zahir Shah, currently living 
in exile in Rome, has stress 
ed the need for a united orga 
nisation which could repres 
ent Afghan people in talks 
with the Soviet Union BBC 
reported. 

He said this in an interview 
with French newspaper "Le 
Monde" Zahir Shah broke his 
prolonged silence to as he 
put it, give a psychological 
shock so that the Afghan re- 
sistance movement could get 
united. 

Afghanistan's former mon 
arch said that he wanted that 
a representative and united 
front should be established 
whose sole aim it should be 
to free the motherland. The 
front should be able to effec 
tively co-ordinate the activi 
ties of the Mujahideen and 
represent Afghan people in 
international conftitnces 

Zahir Shah made it clear 
that the most important task 
before this united front would 
be to hold negotiations with 
the Soviets over the with 
drawal of Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan. 

He said a political solution 
or this problem should be 
found out. 

Zahir Shah said that some 
times one heard rumours that 
it was likely that the Soviet 
Union would be willing to 
talk to the representatives of 
the Afghan Mujahideen. If 
the Soviets really wanted this 
then the establishment of a 
united organisation to repre 
sent Afghan people was very 
necessary, he said. A represen 
tative nominated by the peo 
pie would have the right to 
take part in the negotiations 
and conclude the agreements 
he added. 

Zahir Shah said there were 
some issues on which there 
would be no compromise. 
These included the withdra 
wal of Soviet troops, respect 
for Afghanistan's territorial 
integrity non-intervention and 
revival of Afghanistan s spin 
tual and national "aiues. 

He stressed that Afghanis- 
tan would not be allowed to 
become a base for activities 
against the Soviet Union 

As far as Kabul'« present 
regime was concerned Zahir 
Shah strongly ujndcmneu it 
He said "It is guilty of mas 
sacre". This government would 



certainly get eliminated, he 
said and added that the So- 
viet Union. which in violation 
i of all internationally recognis 
Jed principles had made Af 
Ighanistan victim of its aggres 
i sion had destroyed the coun 
i try and had rendered lakhs ot 
j people refugees. However 
[ Zahir Shah was ambiguous on 
the question of a new Govern 
ment in Afghanistan. He 
only said this would be decid 
ed by the masses. He said 
that any talks on Afghanistan 
should include representati 
ves of Afghan Mujahideen and 
the Soviet Union who should 
hold direct negotiations. 

Zahir Shah disclosed that 
he had sent a private mes 
sage to Pakistan's President 
explaining his stand. In the 
final part of interview Zahir 
Shah criticised •Western coun 
tries. He said that they did 
not fully assist the Afghan re 
sistance movement. He said 
this was not • resrional issue 
but it had international reper 
cusslons.— PPI. 



And on 8/27 the Paki- 
stan Times reports 
(with the headline 
SOVIETS PLAN TO 
REMOVE KARMAL) : 

LONDON, Aug. 26: Soviets 
are contemplating to establish 
a new government in Afghan- 
istan under the leadership of 
Gen. Khan Mohammad, a for* 
mer Defence Minister of Zahir 
Shah's regime. 

The Soviets tre trying to 
win over ex-King Zahir Shah 
and the favour of the three 
party alliance composed of 
the groups of Syed Ahmad 
Gillani, Mr. Mohammad Nabi 
Mohammadi and Mr. Sibgnat- 
ullah Mujaddadi to achieve 
the objective. 

According to details receiv- 
ed nere truai reuaoie sources, 
it was learnt tnat the Soviet 
Union had sent a military 
delegation, lea by a ioviet 
Commander to Afghanistan 
wno wui assess the possibui- 
ties ot implementation ot the 
plan. 

The reliable sources disclos : 
ed that Syed Ahmed Gillani 
was deputed to negotiate with 
the ex-Kmg Zahir Shah to 
form a threcparty alliance. 
Syed Ahmed Gillani met Mr. 
Abdul Wali, the son-in-law of 



ORGANIZATIONS 

FUND FOR FAMILIES OF AFGHAN PRISONERS 
(F.F.A.P.) 

A fund started by Crystal Leslie to aid 
the family of Hasan Kakar (see V~ H) 
and of other Afghans who have been im- 
prisoned by the Afghan government. This 
is not a permanent fund and the plan is 
to close it down in 6 months. Friends 
of Hasan Kakar and others who would like 
to contribute can make checks payable to 
the Fund for Families of Afghan Prisoners, 
c/o Crystal Leslie, 202 Lakeview Avenue, 
Cambridge, MA 02138. Or call Crystal 
for more information at 617-547-5991. 

FEDERATION FOR AMERICAN AFGHAN ACTION 
This organization was founded in May 
by Andrew Eiva (see Vol. XI, No. 3, p. 
19). Sayed Houssein Shah is the presi- 
dent, Neal Blair the chairman and Andrew 
Eiva the Executive Director. Shah is a 
"first generation Afghan-American and 
self-made oil entrepreneur from New York 
City. Concern about the genocide of Af- 
ghanistan led him to sell off much of his 
Shah Oil Company to fight for the sur- 
vival of the country of his father." 
Further information on the organization 
can be had by writing Federation for 
American Afghan Action, 236 Massachusetts 
Avenue, N.E., Suite 603, Washington, D.C. 
20002, or calling 202-547-2122. 

continued on p. 23 



former King Zahir Shah as a 
result of which the three lea-, 
ders are holding secret talks 
With ex-King Zahir Shah fox- 
establishing their office in 
Peshawar* Quetta or Paktia. 

SECRET MEETING: Ear- 
lier, on July 19 in i secret 
meeting the three parties have 
"considered to form their al- 
liance under the leadership of 
ex-King Zahir Shah conse- 
quently a 40-member delega- 
tion, including three leaders, 
Mr. Mohammad Shah Fazali, 
political assistant to Moham- 
mad Nabi Mohammadi, Mr. 
Aziz Ullah Wasfi, ex-Minister 

Of Sardar Daud regime, Mr. 
Toryalay Usman, Mr. Ishaque 
Usman and Dr. Raheen pro- 
ceeded to Rome for holding 
negotiations with ex-King 
Zahir Shah and are still pre- 
sent there. 



The source* said tart the 
Soviet Union was anxious to 
win over ex-King Zahir Shah 
so that he could lead the Af- 
ghan refugees. But they actu- 
ally want him to recognise 
Gen. Khart Mohammad of 
Qandahar as ruler of Afghan- 
istan, because Khan Moham- 
mad Qandhari is famous as a 
weak communist. Gen. Khan 
Mohammad is presently a 
member of the National 
Fatherland Front. 

The Soviet Union has given 
an understanding to ex-King 
Zahir Shah that he should 
hold the leadership of Afghan 
refugees and accept the pro- 
posed government of Mr. Mo- 
hammad Khan who shall take 
over in place of Mr. Babrak 
Karmal and later a "united 
government will be formed in 
Afghanistan,— APP. 
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Items from the editor: 



DRA DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 



The Afghanistan Forum is about 
its second year. It does not have its 
tax exempt status yet; not from any 
disinclination on the part of the IRS 
but because your editor fills out forms 
slowly and procrastinates. 
Financially we are breaking even. The 
editor and .typist (who are one & the 
same) and the contributors and proof- 
reader (who is also the treasurer) are 
unpaid and, the way things are going, 
will remain so, which is all right 
with us. If we had more subscriptions 
we might be able to expand our activi- 
ties or at least improve our dupli- 
cation process. 

We thank all of you who write with con- 
tributions & suggestions & we hope you 
will continue to send gossip, news items 
& information about what you are a) 
doing about Afghanistan, b) reading or 
writing about Afghanistan, c) hoping 
someone will do about Afghanistan, d) 
want to know about Afghanistan or e) 
none of the above. 

A note on our spellings: We spell things 
the way they appear in the publications 
quoted, it being our feeling that much 
is often lost t& "transletteration" - 
including identities. 



The unattributed cartoons throughout this 
issue are from the Internal Islamic Front 
of Afghanistan. We are not quite sure 
who these people are. Does anyone have 
any information on them? 



Shah Moh'd Dost , Foreign Minister of 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, 
will head that country's delegation to 
the United Nations' General Assembly 
this fall. Other delegates are H.E. M . 
Farid Zarif , Ambassador & Permanent Rep. 
to the UN; Engr. Jaafar Karem, Director 
of International Economics & Financial 
Relations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
Mr. Abdul Fatah Weedy , 1st Sec'y, DRA 
Mission to the UN; Mr. Enayatullah Nabil , 
Dep. Dir., UN Dept., Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs; Mr. Ebrahim Nengrahary , 2nd 
Sec'y, DRA Mission to the UN. 

Amb. Zarif will serve on the 1st Committee; 
Mr. Weedy on the Special Political Com- 
mittee; Engr. Kazem on the 2nd Committee; 
Mr. Nabil on the 3rd Committee; Mr. 
Nengrahary on the 4th Committee; Mr. Shah 
Mahmood Mostamand, 2nd Sec'y of the DRA 
UN Mission, on the 5th Committee; Dr. Zia 
Nezam, Acting Director of the Legal & 
Treaties Dept, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
on the 6th Committee. Mr. Rohollah 
Erfaqui, Officer of the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, is the Special Sec'y. 

* * * 

OTHER VISITORS 

- • - 

Dr. Sayd Majrooh , Director of the Afghan 
Information Center in Peshawar (see p. 17) 
will visit the US in October & November. 
He will speak at the Council on Foreign 
Relations in New York City. His visit is 
being programmed by the Visitor Program 
Service in Washington, D.C. 



This is the last issue of this sub- 
scription year.. Although renewal forms 
will be attached to the January issue, 
we shall be happy to receive your renewal 
checks any time. Subscriptions make nice 
gifts and we do enclose cards telling the rf^il* 
recipient of your beneficence with the 1st 
issue. 



Mary Ann Siegfried 
Editor (and typist) 



A.R. Pazhwak, Afghan writer & former 
diplomat, has been granted a humanitarian 
parole by the US State Department. 
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AFGHAN REBELS & SOVIETS 
TRADE BULLETS BUT NOT 
PRISONERS (9/1) 

\ By Edward Girardet 
' Special correspondent of 
The Christian Science Monitor 

Afghanistan-Pakistan border 

' ; a \^ ° COrding 10 various Westera and resis- 

SSSSSS 68, 38 many as SeveraJ hundred 
Soviet POWs are being held by different guer- 

^na°^ Zat ? nS ta Afekuistan as well as 

ade the Pakistan tribal areas. A small 
undetermined number of Soviet deserters 
£^ °H f Ce f ral Asian a « also 

S2n« 3CtiVeIy 0peratin S ^ 

resistance or living in relative freedom " 
among the Afghans. n-eeaom 

In return, the ICRC promised the Afghan 
resistance that it would visit poUtical dissi- 
dents incarcerated by the Soviet-backed 
Kabul regime and, if conditions permitted, fa- 
cilitate the controlled exchange of prisoners 

For the moment. Red Cross officials have 
made it clear that they do not consider condi- 
tions good for an exchange. Furthermore, as 
part of its own traditional humanitarian role, 
the ICRC has set out to persuade all parties to 
follow international rules on treatment of 
prisoners of war and captured civilians. 

Since the beginning of this year, however 1 
Red Cross efforts to transfer more Soviet 
TOWs have foundered despite the growing, 
backlog of captured personnel. Confident ear- 
lier forecasts of more than 400 Soviets in 
Swiss internment by midsummer suddenly 4 
appeared ludicrous. > ; ^ : J 

For a variety of reasons, the Afghan resis- 
tance feels the ICRC has completely failed in 
its obligations. "We simply do not trust them 
any longer," said Abdul Haq. a Hezb-i-Islami 
(Younis Khales faction) commander. "They 
have forfeited their right to hold our 
prisoners." 

As with many other resistance leaders, the 
bearded mujahid maintains that the Red 
Cross has favored Moscow in its dealings. The 
Swiss have acccepted Soviet POWs yet at the 
same time refuse to oversee the exchange of 
captured guerrillas. He also argues that the 
Swiss humanitarian organization has not 
been forceful enough in seeking improved de- 
tention conditions for jailed dissidents. Both 
charges are strenuously denied by the ICRC. 

At Soviet behest, the Kabul authorities had 
initially allowed the ICRC to monitor condi- 
tions in government detention centers in the 
summer of 1982. A team of four Red Cross 
officials, three delegates and one doctor 
managed to interview 338 alleged political de^ 
tainees at Pul-i Charki, Kabul's infamous 
four-block prison. An estimated 8.000 to 15 000 
prisoners are believed to be held there at any 
one time. 



The Swiss were also able to visit the dozens 
of other jails where dissidents, living in intol- 
erable conditions, are known to be detained 
and sometimes tortured. 

Less than two months later, however, the 
authorities ordered the Swiss "to leave. Ac- 
cording to informed sources, Moscow was 
unhappy with the meager trickle of Soviet 
POWs being transferred by the resistance to 
the ICRC. sr r.:.Z:'> r, » . ,rv. •■•<•.. „ : 

Former inmates who were in the prison at 
the time of the Red Cross visit claim that 
many of those seen by .the Swiss were Com-, 
munist Party members or informers planted 
as prisoners. While numerous bona fide politi- 
cal dissidents- were?, transferred to other 
blocks, they said others ^ were "pressured by. 
the government to misreport conditions or 
. make false allegations in return for reduced • 
sentences. 

Red Cross officials are well aware of such 
attempts to pull the wool over their eyes. 
They also readily admit limited success in 
their 1982 Kabul venture but nevertheless con- 
sidered the visits worthwhile and claim to be 
persisting in their efforts to regain entry to 
_Afghan prisons. 

The ICRC is clearly concerned by what is 
without doubt a highly complex and uncon- 
ventional prisoner predicament. Not only are 
the lives of tens of thousands of imprisoned 
ordinary Afghan civilians involved, but also 
resistance fighters, government as well as So- 
viet troops, many of whom are mere 
conscripts. . .-. 

Justifying their reasons for hot seeking to • 
initiate prisoner exchanges, Red Cross offi- 
cials maintain that the situation in Afghani- 
stan is still weighted down by continuing 
' hostilities. 

"We are reluctant to exchange prisoners 
so long as there is no cease-fire with stable 
fronts, such as was the case following the last 
Middle East conflict," said ICRC field direc- 
tor Frank Delapraz in Peshawar. "We also 
consider it immoral to haggle over exchange 
ratios when one is forced to decide how much 
each man is worth." - < 

Furthermore, the ICRC argues that pris-* 
oner exchanges would only encourage hos- 
tage-taking by the government to satisfy 
guerrilla demands. In one case last year, for 
example, the authorities summarily executed 1 
50 Afghan prisoners after refusing to ex- 
change them for the life of a Soviet geologist 
held by the resistance. 

"Every Afghan is a potential hostage," 
added Delapraz. "What is there to stop the 
Russians from simply moving into a village 
and taking everyone prisoner? ' * 

The ICRC is now faced with the task of en- 
couraging Soviet POW transfers in order to 
get the humanitarian ball rolling again. Al- 
though Red Cross officials feel that the mere 
fact the mujahideen are keeping more prison- 
ers alive is already a major step forward, a 
gesture is now needed to nudge the Soviets. 



Some observers argue that, because of this 
preference to operate discreetly, the ICRC 
has failed to exert sufficient pressure on the 
Soviets. 

But there is also the feeling that mujahid 
obstinacy has denied the resistance an oppor- 
tunity to fully exploit the prisoner issue. By 
maintaining a steady stream of POWs to Swit- 
zerland, the observers say, the guerrillas 
could draw greater public attention to the 
ugly little war Moscow would prefer the world 
to forget. 

But even more conspicuous will be the 
planned repatriation next spring of the first 
Soviet prisoners to complete their two-year 
term in Switzerland. 

Since early 1982, civil libertarian move- 
ments such as the Paris-based Resistance In- 
ternational have been pushing for the right of 
the ICRC prisoners to be informed by a neu- 
tral third party of their choice to seek political 
asylum in the West or to return to their ^wn 
country. 

Critics argue that as the ICRC is techni- 
cally responsible for the prisoners (the Swiss 
government is only providing internment fa- 
cilities), it is not in the position to act as this 
neutral third party. 

So far, only Soviet diplomats are 
permitted access to the POWs once every two 
months, which. Red Cross officials stress, is 
in accordance with the Geneva convention. 
Independent bodies such as the International 
Commission of Jurists or Amnesty Interna- 
tional have not been allowed to meet with the 
captives. Resistance sources maintain they 
are planning to confront the Red Cross over 
this issue in court. 

For its part, the ICRC claims that in prin- 
ciple it will not force any human being to be 
repatriated against his will. At the same time. 
Red Cross officials point out that each POW 
was thoroughly informed at the time of his 
transfer at the Afghan-Pakistan border of the 
consequences entailing eventual return to the 
Soviets. 

Whatever the outcome, each time a POW 
comes up for release, the Soviets will un- 
doubtedly face a controversial resurgence of 
publicity over this issue. 



Eight Soviet prisoners are at present in- 
terned in Switzerland by the Berne govern- 
ment on behalf of the Geneva-based Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) . As 
part of a deal negotiated in early 1982 by the 
ICRC with the major Afghan resistance 
movements in Peshawar, Pakistan, and with 
the blessing of Moscow, the Swiss have 
agreed to hold the Soviets for two years or the 
duration of the war. whichever comes first. 



NOTES ON THE RESISTANCE 



"The General Court of the Mujahedeen," 
a judicial committee of 11 ulemas has 
reportedly been set up in Kandahar, 
The Committee is independent of all 
political organizations & has the re- 
spect of all the resistance groups. 
To implement the Committee's resolu- 
tions, an executive body which includes 
10 members from each resistance organi- 
zation, has been formed. Its main 
tasks are assignments of groups for 
fighting, distribution of booty, trial 
of war prisoners & the settlement of 
conflicts between mujahedeen & the 
local population, AICMB #27 

Swedish journalist Jan Nylander, back 
from a 6-week visit to Panjsher, pro- 
vided the following information: 
Massoud has a new military structure. 
He has regionally stationed commandos 
(Mantaqa ) , -mobile commandos (Motahrak ) , 
.& a new striking force called Zarbati . 
The regionally stationed groups have 
a certain number of permanent fighters; 
the the other members work one month as 
mujahedeen & then have three weeks off 
to farm. The Valley is divided into 
military districts (Qaragah ) Each 
Qaragah consists of several villages 
& has a military, economic & political 
committee as well as committees for 
mullahs, judges & the people. Each 
Qaragah is divided into sub-districts. 
Massoud T s senior commanders are as fol- 
lows: Dr. Abdul Hay, 2nd in command & 
in charge of the Panjsher Valley; Hayat- 
ullah Khan, formerly with Hezbi-Is- 
lami but now with Jamiat & in charge 
of Ghorband & Salang; Sayaf, responsible 
for Gulbahar, Jabalusaraj & Bagram; 
Nairn, in charge of Kohistan & Kapisa; 
& Fahim, who covers Andarab & North 
Salang. AICMB #27 

A Jamyat commander from Marmol (near 
Mazar-i-Sharif) reports that his re- 
sistance movement has 73 military sec- 
tors in the province with each sector 
having 500 - 2,000 armed fighters - a 
few have 3,000. The fighters are or- 



ganized into small groups of 10-30 men. 
There is a group commander, a sector 
commander & a general commander. The 
general commander is Zabihullah. Spe- 
cialists who handle rocket-launchers, 
mortars & heavy machine guns are at- 
tached to some groups. To meet their 
daily costs the organization takes use- 
ful items from the enemy - wheat, oil, 
heaters, refrigerators, W sets, etc., 
which they sell to traders. With the 
cash they buy what they need. They have 
captured jeeps & trucks to use for trans- 
port. Mahmoud Baryalay & Gen. Sadiqi 
twice offered Zabihullah financial help 
& official recognition in return for the 
safe conduct of DRA & Soviet convoys 
through the Marmol Gorge. Both offers 
were rejected. A 3-month alliance has 
been established among Maulawi Moham- 
madi's Harakat, Rabani's Janyat, Yunes 
Khalis f Hezb-e-Islami & Gailani's Mahaz. 
Nasr & Fedayin, two pro-Iranian groups, 
are also in the area & are cooperating 
with Zabihullah. 

Zabihullah has opened several schools 
with religious & secular teachers; the 
government schools in the area are re- 
portedly closed. AICMB #28 

* * 

Maulawi Jalaluddin, the general commander 
of resistance forces in Paktia, is respon- 
sible for the fall of the DRA military 
posts at Dabgi, Dragi and Leja, His 
forces also have surrounded the DRA army 
unit at Urgun and have cut all land sup- 
ply routes and can reach the airstrip 
with their newly-acquired heavy weapons. 
His forces are also active in Zazi- 
Maidan, near the Pakistani border. 
He reports that the Turi tribe in 
Pakistan is constantly smuggling food- 
stuffs from Pakistan to the DRA head- 
quarters at Zazi-Maidan. From there DRA 
convoys take the supplies to Khost, Gardez 
& Kabul. Jalaluddin plans to cut this 
supply route. Asked about what this 
would do to the local population, he said: 
"The shortage of food will hurt the civil 
population living in Khost & Gardez. But 
that population, even if they are not pro- 
government, are still useful for the 



21 



authorities; they are running shops., 
providing the authorities with meat 
& various other services. We want 
them to move out of the Government- 
controlled area & establish their 
business in the liberated areas; 
thus the authorities will be in 
trouble &, most important of all, 
the children of these people will be 
saved from the Communist Party in- 
tensive training programs." He is 
not short of arms & ammunition. Some 
come from Peshawar and some he can 
purchase from Afghan & Soviet army 
personnel. His group also captures 
useful equipment , even tanks & ar- 
mored cars. ^ ^ AICMB # 28 

Things are looking up in Logar. Gul 
Mohammad, a commander in Lalandar, 
says, "Now in Logar the mujahedeen 
do not care who the leaders are in 
Peshawar. When there is a call for 
fighting the Russians everybody is 
going with everybody." 
There is heavy security around the 
Ainak copper mine but resistance 
units attack supply routes and are 
having some success. The agricultural 
situation is ok in Logar & the new 
harvest is expected to be good. In 
order not to give the enemy a pretext 
for bombing & burning, the resistance 
is trying to carry the fighting away 
from fields & villages. AICMB # 27 

In Numruz, Abdul Karim Brahui, an ex- 
Afghan Army lieutenant, commands the 
liberation front. The Harakat-Inqilabi 
of Maulawi Moh'd Nabi is the strongest 
movement in the province and other 
smaller groups are working with it. 
Gang, Chakhansur, Char-bur jak & Khash- 
rod districts are in Mujahideen hands; 
DRA control is limited to the center 
of Zaranj and the army base at Kamal 
Khan Dam. In June 1982 the provinces 
of Herat, Farah, Ghor, Badghis & Nim- 
ruz formed an alliance and the Nimruz 
Front has helped the Farah resistance. 
The DRA is reportedly working on the 
Baluch population of Nimruz, encouraging 
their ethnic nationalism. The DRA has 
succeeded with some of the Baluch 
leaders, but presently there are over 
400 Baluch fighters in the Nimruz Re- 
sistance Front. The Nimruz Front is 
working with the local population on 



agricultural projects and some experts 
from Kabul are working with* the Front 
to assist the local farmers. The food 
situation this year seems to be much 
better than last year. Some surplus grain 
has been sent to Farah and Helmand and 
some has been exported to Iran. The 
Front has opened four primary schools at 
Khash-rod and Char-bur j ak . AICMB #29 

In Fariab, Mohammad Zahir, who operates 
in the Shirintagab district, reports that 
the resistance in his area has a council 
and a high council of commanders who, 
except for the Hezbi-Islami, take decisions 
together. This year's harvest was ex- 
cellent and the people are able to store 
wheat. He also reported that his group 
sometimes went as far as 50km into the 
USSR and had been fighting there. Zahir 
said that lately the DRA had formed a 
unit called f Grui-Makaumat 1 (resistance 
group). It was well-armed, paid by the 
DRA and had some success in creating dis- 
unity among the population. The mujahideen 
had attacked the group and it had fled 
although the mujahideen had lost some men 
& many houses had been burned. AICMB #29 

In Jozjan, the major resistance groups 
are the Harakat (Nabi Mohammadi) and 
Jamyat (Rabani) but others belonging to 
Gailani and Gulbuddin are also there. 
All work together except Hekmatyar's 
Hezbi-Islami which lately has lost much 
of its strength & influence. The natural 
gas sites at Jarq-o-Dorq, Sibirghan & 
Yatim-Taq are well defended so the resistance 
cannot launch direct attacks but they 
regularly cut the pipelines. The agri- 
cultural situation there is much better 
than last year. Presently a seer of 
wheat is Afs. 60 (as opposed to Afs. 250 
last winter). ^ ^ AICMB #29 

Local elders have reportedly succeeded in 
reconciling the differences between the 
Hezbi-Islami (Hekmatyar) and the Jamyat 
Islami (Rabani) in Laghman. However, 
some think the truce will not last long 
"because the hostility between the 2 
groups is deep-rooted & hundreds of fighters 
from both sides have already died during 
the constant & severe inter-group clashes. 

AICMB #29 
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Commander Seyd Nairn of Maidan reports 
that the Soviets have bombarded vil- 
lages (Ibrahim Khel, Shah Kabul, Deh- 
Muslim) & destroyed the crops. Resis- 
tance groups in Maidan, with the ex- 
ception of Hekmatyar T s are working 
together; recently Hekmatyar f s group 
attacked Sayaf's group. On top of 
this, a torrential flood destroyed 2 
villages & wiped out the year's notato 
crop. Cdrv Nairn made this report on 
8/5; on 8/18 a French journalist re- 
ported that Cdr. Nairn's group had been 
disarmed by Hekmatyar f s group. The 
journalist described the Maidan situ- 
ation as "rather bad. At Chak, the 
Mahaz Gailani group has made a sepa- 
rate truce with the Khalqis. . . Sediq, 
the commander of Sayaf's group which 
was beaten by Hekmatyar f s has joined 
Harakat." Lt. Amanullah commands the 
Hezb (Hekmatyar) in Maidan. AICMB #29 

In Farah 2 fronts cooperate, both be- 
longing to the Harakati-Enqlab Islam!. 
The Saji Front , headquartered on Mt. 
Saji, has 2,500 mujahid; the General 
Front of Sharafat Koh, under the leader- 
ship of Haji Moh'd Shah Ghazi, has 
2 , 000 armed mu jahid . All of the pro- 
vince is under mujahid control except 
the provincial capital & Jowan, Kela- 
Kah & the Farah Road districts. The 
economic situation in the province is 
terrible; the people are making their 
shoes from the tires of a gunship shot 
down last year in Sharafat Koh. The 
Soviets repeatedly bomb villages & 
many civilians have been killed & crops 
& animals destroyed. ACA Bulletin , 
August 

Sepa-i-Ashora is a small group of Ha- 
zara active in Bamyan. In March they 
attacked a DRA hospital & captured the 
medical equipment plus some small arms. 
One Sepa-i-Ashora commander was killed 
but 60 DRA soldiers defected to the 
mujahideen. Other parties & organi- 
zations' in the area are Harakati Enqlab 
Islam, Islamic Unity Council, Jamiat Is- 
lam! & the Islamic Party. ACA Bulletin 



The Aid Committee for Afghans' Bulletin gave 
the following chart of prices of basic com- 
modities in Sarab, a subdistrict of Ghazni 
Province: (Prices are in Afs.) 



Coramodit 




start of war 



Wheat 7kg 

Barley 7kg 

Shakhel* 7kg 

Moushung* 7kg 

Animal Oil %kg 

Vegetable 1kg 

Black tea ^kg 

Rice ' 7kg 

Kerosene 1 gal. 



160 
120 
110 
90 
120 
155 
160 
280 
120 



100 40 

80 30 

75 25 

70 25 

70 30 

90 52 

100 40 

195 90 

100 40 



; White cloth+ /meter 35 
; Hay 7kg 75-90 - 

Alfalfa 7kg 80-120 

Fuel wood 28kg** 150 

* Shakhel & Moushung are animal feed but this 
year the people are eating them. 
+ Used for shrouds. 

** Barely enough for heat & cooking for i day. 

The high price of animal fodder forced many 
people to sell their animals. 



^r-ANIZATIONS Continued from p. 19 

AID COMMITTEE FOR AFGHANS (ACA) has two 
offices. One is at Shaheen Town. St. #9, 
House #493, University Road, Peshawar 
(P.O. Box 303); the other is at Hajiabad, 
Toqhi Road, in Quetta. Apart from their 
Bulletin (see p. ) , they have clinics 
in Peshawar & Quetta and social service 
hostels for urban refugees. They are 
primarily involved with the problems of 
the Hazara. 



REFUGEES Continued from 15 



the six' major groups purporting to repre- 
sent the bulk of the refugees. In any case, 
the UNHCR emphasised, individual re- 
fugees are within their rights to refuse to 
return home, regardless of any agreement 
on mass repatriation. After reporting to 
the secretary-general on the discussions 
with Hartling, Cordovez plans to initiate 
talks with Pakistani authorities, probably 
beforei'the UN General Assembly con- 
venes in mid-September, about setting the 
opinion-sampling machinery in motion as 
early as possible. g 
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INTERVIEW WITH A FORMER RECTOR OF KABUL UNIVERSITY from the Afghan Information 
Centre Monthly Bulletin , No. 28, July i983. 



Dr. Haidar, 58, educated in law in France, was Professor of Law at KU, Dean of 
the Faculty of Law and Rector of the University from 1973-74. He was dismissed 
for "reasons of incapacity." From 1974 to 1978, he was under house arrest. 

Soon after the communist coup of 1978, he received a personal message from 
Taraki (who had been his neighbor for years) inviting him to rejoin the Faculty 
of Law. Six months later, when sitting in his department, an agent of AKSA 
(now called KHAD, or State Security) arrested him and took him to their head- 
quarters. After 6 days he was sent to the Pol-e-Charkhy Prison without having 
been interrogated. There he was pushed into a small cell where 22 prisoners 
were already living. Every night he witnessed prisoners in his cell being taken 
for interrogation. When they were brought back it was clear that they had been 
beaten, and the blood was running from different parts of their bodies. The 
majority were students of the university and colleges. At the end of 1979, 
during the general amnesty of the new Karmal regime, he was released with thou- 
sands of other prisoners. ... 

After his release, Dr.' Haider stayed at home until 1981. Again he was invited 
to resume his teaching at the Faculty of Law, which he did. However, the whole 
atmosphere at the college changed in 1982. The alarming indication of this was 
that 3 highly-qualified professors, including Dr. Hassan Kakar, were arrested. 
The situation at the university became tense. Everybody who was not actively 
collaborating with the regime was considered a potential enemy. 

Asked about the situation in the university, he said: "About 80% of the qualified 
university teachers have already left the country. In the Faculty of Law alone, 
only 4 of the 30 highly educated professors remain, and the most have been re- 
placed by young Parchami Party activists, the most mediocre of all the students 
who were promoted from the university." Among the students, the ones who 
volunteer to spend three months at the fronts are automatically promoted to 
higher classes without examination. That is what is called the law of auto- 
matic promotion at Kabul University. 

The number of male students at KU is decreasing. Dr. Haidan said that at tbe-be- 
ginning of 1983 he was astounded to discover that one section of the freshman 
class he was to teach was composed entirely of girls. When asked why there were 
no boys, the girls answered that the boys were in the army or somewhere else. 

He reported that the university, originally open from all sides with no entrance 
or gates, is now surrounded with barbed wire with only 2 points of entry and 
exit. For each building, only one exit remains open with armed Party guards 
checking the people coming and going. 

At the Faculty of Law (one of the 8 Faculties of KU) , the chief Soviet "adviser" 
was a man called Prof. Sandrovsky, and 6 other Soviet advisers were working 
under him. Haidar said: "Sandrovsky was a very quiet man, not talking much and 
never involving himself in an academic discussion. ... (His) team of 6 Russian 
teachers. . .were not professionals. They introduced new subjects which included 
Marxism-Leninism and international law from the Soviet point of view. Their one 
year of teaching experience was not a success; they were not able to overcome 
the indifference of the students towards the new subjects." Asked about the 
number of students, he said that in 1973, when he was rector, there were 14,000 
and now, in 1983, less than 5,000 remain. 
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Haidar interview. .. continued 

According to his estimate, more than 50% of old Kabuli families have left the 
country. Kabul has been invaded by refugees from the provinces. As they feel 
relatively more secure inside the city, they keep quiet and maintain an appearance 
of submission to the regime. The security measures are very tight; at every 
crossroad there are tanks and armored cars stationed and Soviet soldiers stand 
ready to fire. 

Asked about the morale of Red Soldiers, Dr. Haidar said that they are very young 
and indifferent to their job. Their morale is very low and most are extremely 
unhappy. They feel isolated in a hostile environment; they are hungry; they are 
exposed to the hard climactic conditions of the country - extreme cold in the 
winter and the scorching sun of summer days. They find small compensation for 
their suffering in smuggling, looting and smoking hashish. 

He said Kabul is in a state of siege; government control is limited to the urban 
area extending to the Paghman crossroad (to the west), Khair Khana (north), Mic- 
rorayon (east) and Bini-Hissar (south). After 6 p.m. all the outskirts of the 
city including Chehelsetun, where the Soviet chief military adviser lives, and 
Darulaman, where the Soviet Embassy and the Ministry of Defense are located, are 
essentially in the hands of the resistance. 

Dr. Haidar also discussed the rival groups that are said to exist inside the 
Parcham faction of the ruling party: "There is a Kishtmand group with his sister 
very active among the women and a Karmal group with Anahita and Baryalai, his 
brother. In the Khalq faction, a group called "goroh-e-kar" or "work group," 
led by Hamid Mohtat and Dastagir Panjsheri, is kept in the shadows by the Soviets 
for a possible role in the future. People such as Golabzoy, Minister of Interior, 
Sarwari, Ambassador to Mongolia, Watanjar, Minister of Communications, Panjsheri, 
Member of the Central Committee, and Qadir, Minister of Defense, have the favor 
of the Russians and deal directly with Moscow. "In Kabul there are states inside t 
the state: there is a Parchami state, a Golabzoy state and a KHAD state. The 
Russians are in the^ middle of a situation which they do not seem to have faced 
elsewhere in their empire and they are not happy about it." 



AFGHANS FORCED ME TO LIE, 

FRENCH DOCTOR SAYS 

( South China Morning Post 6/14) 



Parii.Tune 13. ' i 
Dr Philippe Augoyard, a French physician when " 
returned home on Saturday after spending five months* | 
in an Afghan prison, said he had been forced to make?. v 
disparaging statements against the Afghan resistance 
under threat of life imprisonment or death. 

" It was the only way to save oneself, it was useless to 
resist." said the 30-year-old doctor, a member of a French 
humanitarian medical aid programme who was taken prison- 
er by Soviet soldiers south of Kabui on January 16 while 
treating rebels. 

He was sentenced to eight years in prison after "confess- 
ing" in a publicised trial to having illegally entered Afehanis- 
tan and "aided and collaborated" with~insurgent forces" 

He said he was promised release "in Three weeks or a 
month, regardless of the sentence handed down" in return for 
statements discrediting the Afghan resistance and accusing 
:hem of 

The 

Kabul regime 

what to say. The answers were dictated to me. 
ridiculous, totally false." 

Dr Augoyard said he was never subjected to physical , .,„..„. ., 
abuse during his imprisonment, but saw evidence of torture • : 
on other prisoners. m 




terrorising the population. i /^£S^-. ^m ^^k^ % 

trial was "a show, directed as propaganda for the ;$S§ : f^$^4M 
;gime," he told a press conference. "I was told e.xactiv t ~i~-2 v _ i!% „ 

i sav. The answer* u/«.«. HiVfat^rl , n m » { t w ^ fyjmffi Z^rt^lli k'i t " 4 

> V* - .}**' -"** : ' Sans 
ihysical s . _ j' . , ?..*'£Hs*i\.; -vi work 



He said the region of Afghanistan where he had been 
working was being heavily bombarded, and he fled to a 
; mountainous area in the middle of the night, arriving at 
morning in a village where he sought refuge in a mosque after 
losing sight of his companions. 

He said he and a local peasant were captured by Soviet 
soldiers, who treated them "correctly" and turned them over 
to the Afghan authorities in Kabul. 
» .-vj He was lodged with Afghan political prisoners, four or six 
to a 15 sq metre ceil on foam mattresses with blankets, but no 
heat. 

"The food was acceptable." he said. 
Despite assurances by his jailers of quick release, his 
liberation was repeatedly deiaved. 

"I had done what I 'had to do for their propaganda," he 
said, "consequently, 1 should have been released. It was 
, r , - humiliating to have to sav things I did not believe in " 

• P rAu 8oyard was pardoned by the Afghan authorities 
ri ^8KSP' wM e! S ht davs a §° after considerable international pressure. 
^^bP^^P^^^i l Af 2 han Embassy in Pahs said the French Govern- 

, .-.«, ...... -*j merit had never officially requested his release, and that there 

had been no negotiations on a governmental level. 

It said an appeal by French Communist Party chief Mr 
Georges Marchais had been instrumental. 

spokesman for the French medical group Medecins 
Frontieres said some 20 foreign physicians are currently 
rkmg in resistance controlled areas of Afghanistan. 

•AFP. 
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MEETINGS & PROGRAMS, Past, Present & Fu 

The 1983 New York Asian Conference at 
Canisius College (Buffalo) will have 
two sessions of interest to Afghanists: 
Friday, October 2 at 4:00 p.m. 
Soviet Asian Policy - panel led by 
James Duran of Canisius College and 
Saturday, October 8 at 7:30 a.m. 
Of Soviets, Muslims & Central Asia 
by John Lindell of Hartwick College. 
Information is available from Prof. 
Edwin L. Neville, Jr., Canisius Col- 
lege, Buffalo, NY 14208. 

The 12th Annual Conference on South 
Asia will be held at the Madison Cam- 
pus of the Univ. of Wisconsin from 
November 4-6. Sessions of interest 
include: 

Regional Perspectives of the Conflict 
in Afghanistan scheduled for Friday, 
Nov. 4 at 10:00 a.m. Tom Gouttierre 
is the panel organizer. 
Afghan Refugees/Afghanistan's Politi- 
cal Future on Saturday, Nov. 5 at 
4:00 p.m. 

Other sessions which may include Af- 
ghanistan are From the Borderlands : 
Linguistic Analyses of Languages 
Spoken on the Frontiers of South Asia 
(11/4 at 1:15 p.m.), Geopolitical As - 
pects of Pakistan (11/4 at 3:15 p.m.), 
Foreign Policies in South Asia; Hopes , 
Fears, Panics & Passions (11/5 at 
10:15 a.m. Part 1; 11/5 at 2:00 p.m. 
Part II). 

Information is available from the 
South Asian Conference, c/o Wisconsin 
Center, 702 Langdon Street, Madison, 
WI 53706. 

Islamic Literature Media (ILM) held an 
exhibition on Islam & the Muslim World 
in Cape Town, South Africa on July 15, 
16 & 17. 

The 7/19 issue of the New York Times 
reports that there is an Afghan res- 
taurant in Ann Arbor, Michigan. (Does 
any reader know the address - or the 
menu?) 



& Other Items of Interest 

The 17 Annual MESA CONFERENCE, to be 
held in Chicago, Nov. 3-6, will have 
several panels on Afghanistan. One 
session will be on Status & Signifi- 
cance of the Crisis in Afghanistan , 
chaired by Robert Canfield (Washington 
University) & Nazif Shahrani (Pitzer 
College) . Participants will include 
Selig Harrison, Mob in Shorish, Eden Naby, 
Grant Farr, Ludwig Adamec, Alexandre 
Bennigsen & Tom Barfield. Write MESA, 
Dept. of Oriental Studies, Univ. of 
Arizona, Tucson, AZ 86721, for more 
information. 

An International Conference on Afghan 
Alternatives will be held from Nov. 15- 
18 at the Monterey Inst, of Int T l. 
S tidies. The meeting is sponsored by 
USIA,the National Strategy Information 
Center & the Earhard Inst, of Int'l. 
Studies. 

An article by Charles Dunbar, former 
charge d'affaires at the US Embassy in 
Kabul> will appear in the Nov/Dec. issue 
of Asia Magazine . 

The first issue of the English Bulletin 
of the Central Council of the DRA's 
National Fatherland Front was published 
on the occasion of the 64th anniversary 
of Afghanistan's independence. The 
Bulletin will be issued monthly. 

The State Department Conference on Af- 
ghanistan is scheduled for December 12 
& 13. Tom Gouttierre is arranging the 
program which will be held in Washington. 

There will be a conference on Afghanistan 
in the Boston area in October. The meet- 
ing is by invitation only but we hope 
to have a report on the sessions in the 
next issue. 



26 



RECENT. PUBLICATIONS 



"The Peace Corps & the Making of a Rug 
Dealer: Reflections on an Afghan Ex- 
perience" by George O'Bannon, a 3-part 
article in ORIENTAL RUG REVIEW, Vol. I, 
Nos. 1, 2 & 3, April, May & June 1983. 
The Same issues also have a translation 
by David Bradley & Louise Virgin of 
"Carpets of the Peoples of Central Asia" 
by V.G. Moshkova, published in 1970 in 
Tashkent . The ORIENTAL RUG REVIEW is 
published monthly. Subscriptions are 
$40/year & can be ordered from their 
office on Beech Hill Road, RFD #2, 
Meredith, NH 03253. Single copies are 
$4.00. 

A HITCH OR TWO IN AFGHANISTAN - A VISIT 
BEHIND RUSSIAN LINES, by Nigel Ryan, 
Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 1983. 216 pp., 
8 pp. b/w illus . ^9 . 95 . An account of 
a 2h month, visit to the Panjshir. 

"A Breakthrough in Afghanistan?" by Se- 
lig Harrison in FOREIGN POLICY, #51, 
Summer 1983. (See extract on p. ) 

THREAT FROM THE EAST? - SOVIET POLICY 
FROM AFGHANISTAN & IRAN TO THE HORN OF 
AFRICA by Fred Halliday, Penguin Books. 
$2.75. 

"Glimpses of a Holy War" in TIME, June 
20. Report of a 6-week trip in Afghani- 
stan by Joseph Albright & Marcia Runs tel. 

THE GEOGRAPHY & POLITICS OF AFGHANISTAN 
by R. Gopalakrishnan, Humanistic Press, 
Atlantic Highlands, NJ, 1982. 275 pp., 
app., bibliog., index. 0-391-02726-3. 

"Massacre in the Tunnel" by Samuel Per- 
kins in READER'S DIGEST, August 1983. 

WEST ASIA ON A SHOESTRING by Tony 
Wheeler, Lonely Planet Publications, 
Australia. The August 1982 revision 
still includes information on Afghani- 
stan with the caveat that getting there 
(on or off a shoestring) is unlikely. 

"Afghanistan' da Yasayan Turk Kavimleri- 
nin Durumu" (Turkic tribes in Afghani- 
stan) by Dr. K. Tai in DOGU TURKISTAN 
(Eastern Turkistan) , Sayi: 24-30-Yil:3, 
Istanbul, 1983 (in Turkish). 



"Afghan Refugees, Aid & Anthropologists" 
by Akbar S. Ahmed in ODI REVIEW, Vol. 2, 
1980. Available from Sage Publications, 
P.O. Box 11017, Beverly Hills, CA 90213 
(or, 28 Banner Street, London, EC1Y 8QE, 
UK). Single copies are $14.00 (^8.00). 

The special issue of WORLD AFFAIRS (The 
Journal of the American Peace Society) on 
Afghanistan has been published. The issue 
is edited by Rosanne Klass & contains ar- 
ticles by Leon Poullada, Yossef Bodansky, 
Abdul Tawab Assafi & others. Copies are 
available for $4.00 from World Affairs , 
Heldref Publications, 4000 Albemarle St., 
N.W*, Washington, D.C. 20016. (Bulk orders 
of 10 or more copies will be $3.00/copy.) 

M. Siddieq Noorzoy presents much informa- < 
tion in "Alternative Economic Systems for 
Afghanistan," his article in the JOURNAL 
FOR MIDDLE EAST STUDIES, Vol. 18, #1, 1983, 
published by Cambridge University Press. 
(0020-7438/83/-010025-21. $2.50). 

Hot off the Kabul Presses: Neda-i-Sulh , 
a pamphlet published by the Peace, Soli- 
darity & friendship Organization on the eve 
of the 5th anniversary of the Saur Revolu- 
tion* Revolutionary Afghanistan through 
Honest Eyes* was issued by the Foreign Mir? 
nistry & has opinions from "over 100 poli- 
tical & social figures of the world & 
journalists of different countries." Kabul, 
1983, 180 pp. Birthplace, Work & Struggle , 
a brochure published by Haqiqat-i-Enqelabe 
Saur (the official Party paper) has a mes- 
sage from Mahmoud Baryalai.& reflects the 
gains of the Saur Revolution. Payami Haq 
is a magazine published for the 2nd an- 
niversary of the NFF. 

AFGHANISTAN AZAD (in Dari) is a bimonthly 
publication from the General Union of Demo- 
cratic Students & Patriotic Afghans (GUDS PA) 
and can be ordered from them at P.O. Box 
1322, Antioch, CA. 

*The Afghan Mission to the UN has copies 
of this (866 U.N. Plaza, NY, NY 10017). 
Publications from the Mission are free 
but they would appreciate your sending 
either stamps or money to cover their 
mailing costs. This book is the size of 
a standard paperback so $2.00 should 
cover the postage. 
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Recent Publications, • . continued 

* INDIA IN AXIS STRATEGY: GERMANY, JAPAN 
& INDIAN NATIONALISTS IN THE 2nd WORLD 
WAR by Milan Hauner, Stuttgart, Klett- 
Cotta, 1981. 631 pp., chron. , appen., 
biblio. ,. index. $115. (Distributed by 
Mary S. Rosenberg, 17 West 60th Street, 
New York City.) Hauner "has determined 
that Afghanistan was one of the meeting 
points of Axis & British interests, & 
more than one-sixth of the book deals 
with cloak-and-dagger machinations in 
that mountain kingdom, particularly 
with the work of Rahmat Khan (Bhagat 
Ram Talwar) who, he finds, was a triple 
agent." 

MUJAHIDEEN PUBLICATIONS 

The BULLETIN of the Aid Committee for 
Afghans, P.O. Box 303, Peshawar, ap- 
pears monthly & reflects in' simple Eng- 
- lish the "reality from Afghanistan." 
We have received three copies of this 
type-written 3-page Bulletin & all of 
them have contained interesting infor- 
mation (in interesting English.). (See 
P. 23) 

The AFGHANISTAN JIHAD is published by 
the Islamic Unity of Afghan Mujahideen 
in Peshawar in English. The first is- 
sue appeared in May; the subscription 
for the bimonthly publication is $120 
per year. (We are checking on this & 
hope to have an address & a verifica- 
tion of the price in the next issue.) 
The JIHAD RAYS first appeared in Pe- 
shawar on 10/20/82. Gulbuddin's 
group publishes it. For information 
write Eshan Jan, H. , No. 20, St. 37, 
F 6/1 Islamabad, Pakistan. Nancy 
Dupree reports that the Afghan Infor- 
mation & Documentation Center , P.O. 
Box 324, Peshawar, provides telexes 
(about 10/month) on current happenings 
inside Afghanistan & a monitoring ser- 
vice of Kabul Radio for Rs. 1000 (ca. 
$79). (A.I.D.C. also has an office in 
Paris at 5, rue les Cases, 75007, 
Paris, France.) 

JUNG-E GHARGISTAN, published by the Society 
of Ghargistan Culture (in Farsi) , P.O. Box 
63, Quetta, June 1983. Articles & poetry. 



THE CENTRAL ASIAN NEWSLETTER (Vol. 2 
#4) describes a number of mujahideen 
publications which have been received 
at the Society for Central Asian Studies, 
P.O. Box 131, Oxford 0X1 2NJ, UK. 
Their information on Esteklal follows: 

° Esteklal , published by the political 
group Afghan Millat (Afghan Social Democratic 
Party) , 8 issues in 1982 (fourth year of 
publication) . Afghan Millat (the name of 
the group's earlier publication) was 
published weekly during the constitutional 
period under King Zaher until Daoud's coup 
in July 1973. The editor of the newspaper 
was Qadratullah Haddad, half brother of 
Gholam Mohammad Farhad, a German-trained 
Pushtun nationalist, mayor of Kabul in 
1948-1951 , and a member of Parliament. 
Haddad and other members of Afghan Millat 
were jailed in July 1978 by Taraki and 
Amin. Farhad was jailed in November 1979 
by Amin. Haddad was liberated in January 
1980 and went to Peshawar. Afghan Millat 
(the party) in the past has promoted 
Pushtun nationalism under the guise of 
progressive socialism. Afghan Millat (the 
newspaper) used to publish maps of greater 
Afghanistan including parts of Eastern 
Iran and Pakistan. Non-Push tun Afghans 
have claimed that the newspaper received 
money from the Indian embassy in Kabul; 
Pakistan considered the party as an enemy. 
Afghan Millat was also responsible for 
promoting hatred of the Western world 
among Pushtuns. Many young Push tuns , such 
as Aslam Watan-jar, who became Khalqis 
later on were connected earlier with 
Afghan Millat. In 1978-79 Dr. Wakman, an 
economist living In Delhi spoke forcefully 
on behalf of Afghan Millat as a nationalist 
and socialist (but not Islamic) movement. 
Esteklal , the new organ of Afghan Millat, 
has now changed its thrust by ceasing to 
claim the right to a Pushtunistan, which 
means that its antagonism to Pakistan has 
evaporated. Its Pushtun nationalist trend 
has diminished, as has its pro-Indian 
position. The paper now talks about the 
unity of all Afghan peoples and has adopted 
Islamic slogans. (In some issues one 
reads about Afghan claims on Pang-deh (in 
Soviet territory, southeast of Merv) , 
which was occupied by Russian troops in 
March 1885. The newspaper has revived the 
emblem adopted by King Amanullah in 1928. 
Afghan Millat is now lead by Shams al- 
Khuba Shams from Peshawar. 
(See p. 16 & KNT 5/11) 
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BOOK REWED75 



IN AFGHANISTAN - AN AMERICAN ODYSSEY by Jere Van Dyk, New York, 1983, Coward-McCann. 
235 pp. , $18.95. 

Opened to foreigners only in recent times and then increasingly closed since the 
time of Daud's coup d'etat* Afghanistan is now in the throes of a civil war and a 
controversial foreign intervention, which colors whatever one reads about the 
country. Since December 1980, knowledge about Afghanistan hangs on the threads 
of information gleaned from defectors, refugees and the few Westerners who joined 
'up with the Mujahideen. None of these sources is satisfactory. Afghanistan 
eludes description and understanding even in the best of times. Now it is es- 
pecially hard to form an opinion on questions like how is the resistance coping 
with the Soviet occupation, what is happening to Afghan society in this war and 
what prospects for peace exist? Jere Van Dyk makes a brave attempt not just in 
risking his life to travel in war-torn Afghanistan, but also to penetrate past 
the passions of his Mujahideen companions and protectors to answer these questions. 
The story he tells is not how he gets in and out of Afghanistan (although the book 
sometimes borders on this) , but how Van Dyk manages to disengage himself from the 
preoccupations and illusions of this war. 

The Western observer is a "prisoner" in Van Dyk 1 s words, of the Mujahideen, who 
expose themselves to greater risk by sheltering a guest. In return they want the 
observer to believe that the resistance is defeating Soviet aggression, that Afghan 
society is becoming more Islamic (or more revolutionary) , and that peace will come 
when the Russians paill out. Van Dyk dutifully records this. But he records every- 
thing and therein lies the value of this book. A more polished or artful style 
might have concealed some of the raw truths which this book contains. Writing 
every moment into a little notebook, Van Dyk preserved the random details that 
instill belief in his observations (although Van Dyk's penchant for colorful 
oriental cliches and legends must be accepted with a heavy dose of salt) . 

Van Dyk visits Paktia. He finds, inter alia, that smuggling in Westerners is almost 
a cottage industry. The war is supported by 'smuggling and the resale of weapons 
seized from the Afghan army. He describes how the corruption of money pouring into 
the NWFP is having an unsettling effect on the social relations of the Pathans. 
Van Dyk acknowledges his unease at the freebooting nature of the campaign. In the 
countryside power comes into the hands of khans, mullahs or ex-army officers who 
inspire some confidence into the lonely, boring and violent existence of the guerrilla 
camps. Neither organizationally, ideologically nor in a military sense are the 
guerrillas described here very impressive. The war is not, apparently, having the 
kind of effect on these Afghans as the Indochina war had on the Vietnamese, or the 
Algerian war has there. 

The impression one gets of this desultory war is, how could it go on at all? 
Paktia is probably the most corrupted and disorganized part of the resistance - 
a thought which Van Dyk suggests but does not assert. Unlike Hazarajat or Pan j shir, 
where a more homogeneous group of guerrillas is fighting under their own leaders, 
and where the influence of Pakistani money and power is less evident, Paktia seems 
to be a mere anarchy, where no government prevails. The reason why the Soviets do 
not mount an all-out attack to clear the province is not military. The guerrillas 
could too easily melt back into the NWFP and, besides, they pose little threat to 
the regime. Pan j shir, Hazarajat, Kandahar and Herat are the provinces that worry 
the Soviets, 
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RESOLUTION OF THE ISLAMIC UNITY OF AFGHAN MUJAHIDEEN (5/22/83) 




Exactly one year and 9 months have elapsed since the Islamic Unity of Afghan 
Mujahideen was founded at the Ashrafia Mosque in Peshawar. And in line with 
the 4th provision of the Charter of the Islamic Unity, a 60-member supreme 
Islamic Council from the members of the 7 merged parties was set up. 

Owing to the practical and relentless efforts of the Supreme and Executive 
Councils of the Unity, a great headway has been m ade in the process of unification 
and lots of hitches have been removed from the way of a complete unity. However, 
yet more decisive and practical steps should have been taken for the complete 
realization of the Unity. Therefore, an extraordinary session of the Supreme 
Islamic Council of the Unity was convened on 5/22/33 and the following decisions 
were issued as a consequence: 

1. The leaders of the merged parties in the Unity should resign. 

2. The previous parties should be dissolved. 

3. The assets & resources of the previous parties should be transferred to the 
Unity. 

4. The 13th provision of the charter of the Unity should be altered so as to 
provide for the 2-year renewable tenure of the President. (Before, the Presi- 
dent's tenure was subject to renewal at the end of each month.) 

5. The election of the president should be held in this session (5/22) of the 
Supreme Council of the Islamic Unity. In accordance with the above decisions, 
the leaders of the previous parties formally resigned, declared their parties 
dissolved and transferred their assets & resources to the Unity. 

The leaders who implemented the above decisions are as follows: 

1. Prof. Burhanuddin Rabbani (Jamiat-i-Islami) ' 

2. Eng. Gulbuddin Hekmatyar (Hezb-i-Islami) 

3. Mulavi Nassrullah Mansour (Harakat-i-Enqelab Island) 

4. Mulavi Moh'd. Mir (National Liberation Front) 

5. Mulavi Rafi-ullah Mouzin (Harakat-i-Enqelab Islami) 

6. Abd-i-Rab Rasoul Sayaf (Islamic Unity for Liberation of Afghanistan) 

7. Mulavi Yunis Khalis (Hezb-I-Islami Afghanistan) 

According to the adopted decisions at the session of 5/22/83, the election 'for 
president was held and Prof. Abd-i-Rab Rasoul Sayaf was elected as the President 
of the Islamic Alliance of Afghan Mujahideen for a period of 2 renewable years. 

All leaders offered their allegiance to Professor Sayaf in line with the Islamic 
Sharia 1 (jurisprudence). 

Two years from now, the Supreme Council of the Unity will again hold elections 
for President. 

Herewith the Islamic Unity of Afghan Mujahideen reached its final and completion 
phase and a united Mujahideen Leadership was declared eventually (sic). 



(We thank Mobin Shorish for sending us this document.) 
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To find the more serious fighting Van Dyk also covers the war in Kandahar. He 
describes the Mujahideen as more organized and motivated than those in Paktia, 
led by men more likely to be from their own tribes or villages. The fighting 
takes place in the maze of tillage surrounding Kandahar. Taking advantage of the 
mix of belligerent and non-belligerent countryside, the Mujahideen can attack 
government troops or the airbase, or they can infiltrate into the city to carry 
on house-to-house fighting. The enemy's only option, and Van Dyk experiences how 
they use it, is to strike "suspected" villages with helicopter gunships. The 
toll on the non-combatants is great. No one can avoid the fighting. Villagers 
fear Mujahideen reprisal fot helping the government. Van Dyk concludes with 
sympathy for the determination of the Mujahideen to fight on, and with horror at 
the human cost of their actions. 

The way of life described in this book is familiar to anyone who has been to 
Afghanistan. Considering the level of fighting, the 3 million refugees and the 
radical policies of the Kabul government, life goes on as usual. Fortunately for 
the reader, Van Dyk does not sensationalize this. And why should he? People in 
the troubled 20th century have learned to carry on during civic traumas. Especially 
the Afghans who have long lived and coped without the security or justice they 
deserve. 

David Chaffetz 
New York, NY 



POLAR BEAR, a collection of poems by Moh'd Hasham Zamani, translated from the Pashto 
by Sher Zaman Ghamzhan, April 1982. 88 pp. 1,000 copies printed. 

This collection was published in Pashto in December 1980, the year in which all the 
poems were written. The author circulated the earlier Pashto version to the 
leaders of all the liberation fronts and selected 3 responses which are included 
as an introduction to the English version. The book is nicely printed, has a 4-color 
cover and illustrations. The author writes: "I got the book translated into English 
for foreigners so that they also should know the battle-cries and unformidable (sic) 
Afghan determination to drive the invaders out: of their homeland." Most of the poems 
are blood-curdling and presumably have lost much of their literary quality and 
fervor in translation, although one of the respondents to the Pashto version is 
quoted in the introduction as follows: "My interpretation of your poetry is: It 
is the product of the Jehad and the war of liberation. And in order to be used back 
in the Jehad, the product is recorded in a book." Perhaps the author has some doubts, 
too. One of the poems is titled,. "I Wish I Were a Poet." Some samples: 



HEART ARTERIES OF THE BEAR 

Push out the Russians from your country, 
With unity and firm stand, 

The blood of two million Afghan martyrs 
Red-carpeted your way to freedom. 

You can cut the heart arteries of the Bear, 
Your sabre is strong and sharp. 

WELL DONE! 

Many nations have been soaked 
In their own blood bath 
So rip up the Polar Bear's belly 
Which has devoured its prey. 



TREMBLES ! 

Strong the Polar Bear may be, 
To scare the people the world over, yet 
The Afghan is no coward to be frightened, 
Deranged, the Bear trembles with fear. 

The Forum may be able to obtain copies 
of this revolutionary treasure. Any- 
one who would be interested in buying 
a copy (the price should be about $6) 
should drop us a line and we shall try 
to order copies. Please indicate 
whether you want the English or the 
Pashto version. 

Mary Ann Siegfried 
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CHRONOLOGY from the KABUL NEW TIMES 



The headlines in the papers covered in this issue resemble the headlines in the 
papers covered in the last issue. Now the decisions of the 11th plenum of the 
PDPA CC are being supported; lots of mosques are being built and rebuilt; the 
tribal elders are meeting in support of the DRA; seminars come and go as do many 
of the leading PDPA members (on trips to Mongolia, Cuba, the USSR, etc.); the 
workers and peasants toil on; and imperialist forces are causing all the trouble 
in Afghanistan; however, production is up on all fronts. 



3/31 - The State Medicinal Herbs Corp. 
exported ca 26,000 tons of herbs which 
brought a foreign exchange equivalent 
of Afs. 1 billion last year. The major 
items are licorice, caraway seeds, gum 
arabic, clover seeds, anise & jujube. 

4/2 - The NFF wrote to UN Sec'y Gen'l 
de Cuellar calling on him to use his 
influence to make the USA stop its 
aggression against the DRA. 

4/3 - The high committee of investment 
of the DRA approved 36 small & medium 
sized projects which will require a 
capital investment of Afs. 840m. The 
projects, to be set up in Kabul, Hel- 
mand, Jauzjan, Balkh & Nangarhar , will 
provide employment for 2,000 workers 
& will cover carpet-making, plastic 
utensils, 1 'woolwash , " non-alcoholic 
drinks, food processing, shirts, etc. 

4/4 - A state guest house "with classic 
architecture" will be completed by 
3/84. The 3-story building will have 
32 rooms, 10 toilets, a kitchen, water 
supply, electricity & central heating 
& will cost over Afs. 80m. 

4/5 - The 29th anniversary of the Af- 
ghan Geological Survey was the occasion 
for a "day of festivities of the geolo- 
gists." Maps (scale 1:500,000) have 
been completed for all parts of the DRA, 
- 250,000 food coupons were distributed 
to- workers this year. So that commo- 
dities will be available, the DRA has 
contracts to procure "21,000 tons of 
cooking oil, 10,000 tons of tea, 10,000 
tons of rice, 20m blades, 3,000 elec- 
tric ovens, 200,000 switches & sockets 
& 250,000 lamps." Bachelor coupon 
holders are allotted 28kgs of flour /mo; 
married holders, 56 kgs/mo. The USSR 
will deliver clothes worth Afs. 6m, 



41,000 match boxes, "2.9 thousand soaps," 
etc. Other commodities will come from the 
German Democratic Republic & India. "The 
prices are subsidized by the state, & the 
state bears a considerable loss for the 
sake of the well being of the people." 

4/9 - "All-people working day marked with 
fruitful collective work." The work took 
place from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on projects 
ranging from sapling planting to mosque 
repair . 

-The slogan for health, announced on 
World Health Day (4/7), in 1983 is "health 
for all by the year 2000." 

- The National Institute of Tuberculosis 
has treated 50,000 cases in the past year. 

4/11 - 180 youth of the Qalai-Zal district 
of Kunduz "voluntarily joined the ranks of 
the armed forces & police command." 

- The KAM Corporation produced 8.7 crates 
of Fanta, Coca Cola & Sprite" last year 
for a profit of Afs. 175.84m. (We'll drink 
to that!) 

4/12 - Sultan Ali Keshtmand stated that 
"about Afs. 63 billion have been spent from 
the state budget for the development of the 
national economy, for the accomplishment of 
cultural & social services & for the ele- 
vation of the living standard of the people 
after the new revolutionary phase of the 
revolution during the past 3 years." But... 



It should be pointed 
out, the Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers obs- 
erved, that the counter- 
revolutionary bands exp- 
orted from abroad have 
destroved half of the tot- 
al number of schools of 
the country, over 50 per 
cent of the hospitals, 14 
per cent of the state tra- 
nsport motor vehicles and 
three fourth of all comm- 



unication lines and a nu- 
mber of hydro-electric and 
thermal power installat- 
ions of the country. 

The damages inflicted 
to the country in this re- 
spect amounts to 24 bill- 
ion Afghanis. This amo- 
unt means half of the to- 
tal investment which had 
taken olace for the grow- 
th of the economy during 
the 20 vears prior to the 
revolution. 
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He underlined that at 
the moment the country 
is confronted with finan- 
cial problems. This posit- 
ion is due to the fact that 
the national income has 
not increased , and the 
level of domestic produc- 
ts has come down which 
have given rise to the di- 
minution of the volume 
of domestic resources. 

Likewise, the financial 
position of the country- 
is adversely affected by 
raising the state expendi- 
tures, prior to all to me- 
et the defensive and sec- 
urity requirements of 
the- country. In addition 
to the above factors, he 
stated, the defective pric- 
ing system also affects the 
financial position of the 
country. 

Sultan Ali Keshtmand 
stressed that a series of 
urgent questions must be 
solved at the moment for 
which large monetary so- 
urces are needed. Under 
the present conditions the 
national economy is conf- 
ronted with the shortage 
of power. But efforts will 
be made for the construc- 
tion of the hydro-electric 
power structures and di- 
esel and gas turbine will 
be purchased and empl- 
oyed. 

Keshtmand added, tr- 
ansportation is one of the 
present problems of our 
country. The exioting mo- 
tor roads fall short of our 
needs and the present me- 
ans of transportation are 
not adequately used. 

The problem of irriga- 
tion in agriculture is also 
urgent and important. The 
irrigation of 2.5 million 
hectares of land is an ac- 
ute and serious need in 
order to solve the proble- 
ems of providing cotton 
for the extile mills and 
sugar beet for the sugar 
factories. The solution 
of these problems requi- 
re considerable resources. 
Keshtmand said, diffe- 
rent nationalities, tribes 
and clans live in the Dem- 



ocratic Republic of Afgh- 
anistan. The state budget 
plays an important role in 
the task of solving the 
national question with the 
view to removing econo- 
mic and cultural backw- 
ardness of nationalities, 
and tribes living in the 
country and maintaining 
equal rights for them. The 
planned distribution of 
financial resources thr- 
ough the budgetary sys- 
tem helps in the task "of 
raising the living stand- 
ards and in the cultural 
growth of all nationalities 
and tribes in the country. 

The revenues which 
will be collected from the 
people in the form of inc- 
ome tax from the salaries 
and in the form of land 
taxes in the vear 1362 will 
amount to 340 million Af- 
ghanis while the state 
expenditure to meet the 
needs in education, pub- 
lic health and social sec- 
urities Will amount to 
3.2 billion Afghanis whi- 
ch is 9.4 time greater. 
. The central committee 
of the PDPA and the gov- 
ernment of the Democra- 
tic Republic of Afghan- 
istan emphasise that the 
major portion of the bu- 
dget revenues through 
taxes and monetary pay- 
ments should come from 
the local units of the cou- 
ntry's financial organs. 
The task of collection of 
land revenues and other 
taxes should be actively 
accelerated. But it sho- 
uld be mentioned with 
regret that this task has 
not been performed yeti 
as required. 

Sultan Ali Keshtmand 
said, while in the year 
1357 280 million Afghanis 
were earned through la- 
nd revenues, in the year 
1360 only sixteen million 
Afghanis were obtained. 
There are many other su- 
ch examples concerning 
the taxation and other 
monetary payments. he 
said. 



4/13 - The Kabul central fire dept. has 
built a 15-meter tower for training fire 
fighters. The largest fire in Kabul last 
year was in the Benazir Hotel. Firemen 
rescued 70 persons while puting out the fire. 



its® 




Fire Brigade in act ion. 



4/13 



4/16 - The Hindu festival of M ^ainaV>ii ? ' r nr> 
celebrated in Kabul (and on 4/17 in Jalala- 
bad) . An edition of the youth newspaper, 
Darafsh-e-Jawanan , was published in Hindi 
for the occasion. 

- The orange blossom festival was held in 
Jalalabad. 

- A union of the national investors in Af- 
ghanistan was formed recently by the 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry. 

4/19 - "Attractive sports activities have 
been organized at a national level" to 
celebrate the 5th anniversary of the Saur 
Revolution. Included are ping pong, bas- 
ketball (for girls), boxing, wrestling, 
chess, weight-lifting, volleyball (for 
girls) & football. 
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4/20 - "7000 kids receive pre-school 
education." Children aged 3 months 
to 3 years are admitted to kinder- 
gartens; those from 3 to 6 are ad- 
mitted to nurseries, 

- Eight counter-revolutionaries ac- 
cused of bombing the market near the 
Pamir building on 11/24/82 were sen- 
tenced "to various punishments after 
being tried in several sittings of 
special revolutionary tribunals." 
One was sentenced to death. 

4/24 - A cooperation agreement con- 
cerning radio, TV & film was signed 
by the DRA & the People's Republic 
of Mongolia. 

- Construction was started on the 
Wazir Abad Canal. The 15km canal, 
3h meters wide & 3.6 meters deep, 
will have 9 bridges, cost Afs. 2m 
& be completed in 2 years. 

- The Imprisonment Decree was passed. 
(See p. 39) 

4/25 - Delegates from Mongolia, Kam- 
puchea, India & Japan arrived to 
join the 5th anniversary of the Saur 
Revolution celebrations. (They were 
later joined by delegates from Poland 
USSR, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Cuba, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, North Korea, Iraq, 
Nicaragua, Laos, the PLO & assorted 
friendship societies.) 

4/30 - "Grand Ceremonies" marked the 
5th "varsary" of the Saur Revolution 
on 4/27: 



ogans and carried with 
them the photos of Babrak 
Karmal, posters, banners 
and placards with inscr- 
iptions depicting their 



deep gratitude to the pa- 
rty and to the revolutio- 
nary state in their zeal 
and fervour to construct a 
new prosperous and blos- 
soming society. 



The official ceremonies 
for the celebration of the 
anniversary of the revol- 
ution began with the ma- 
rch past of the units of 
the armed forces, police 
and security forces inclu- 
ding commando, parat- 
roopers, armoured corps, 
artilllery rocketry, airfor- 
ce and anti-aircraft units, 
cadets of military acade- 
my and police and border 
militias together with 
their armoury and logis- 
tics. 

These units marched 
past the lodge of the Re- 
volutionary Council wh- 
ere Babrak Karmal, Ge- 



neral Secretary of the 
PDPA CC and President 
of Revolutionary Council 
of DRA flanked bv 
high ranking party 
and state leaders 
took their salute. Squad- 
rons of helicopters and jet 
planes of the airforce of 
the DRA also .stigt*d a fly 
past on the occasio n. 

The military parade 
•was followed by a long 
festive march of the citi- 
zens of Kabul including 
the party members, wor- 
kers, peasants, and mem- 
bers pi social organizat- 
ions and trade unions of 
the DRA. The marchers 
chanted revolutionary sl- 



4/30 - Karmal unveiled a commemorative monu- 
ment to the Saur Revolution at the Jeshyn 
ground & planted a sapling. 

- Radio Afghanistan has new studios & new 
equipment. "With the installation of riew 
equipments, Radio Afghanistan will be able 
to increase its broadcasts from 24 to 45 
hours." (See 5/5) 

5/2 - The PDPA signed a cooperation protocol 
with the Nicaraguan Sandinista Front to 
strengthen & expand friendly ties "all-sidedly . " 

- The DRA & Czechoslovakia signed a sports 
protocol. 

5/5 - The refurbishing of Radio Afghanistan 
(see 4/30) cost Afs. 3.6m & includes new news 
broadcast rooms & big studios for recording 
music & dramas. Broadcasting hours will in- 
crease "from 29 hours to 40 hours in a clock- 
round period." (Revisionist clocks, too?) 
The present 2-channel system will be increased 
to 5 or 6 channels & there are 3 125kw diesel 
generators for use "in case of electricity 
interruption." 

- The Government Printing Press published 
"174,598 books, 159,301 copies of daily news- 
papers, 1740591 (sic) copies of weeklies & 
642,683 copies of magazines" last year. The 
press also printed "sufficient amounts of 
publications, pamphlets, cards, envelopes & 
others. It also sold an amount of left out 

papers." "The Press has 754 workers & 
employees of both sexes on its payroll. 
Of this number 411 are workers." 
- The Decree for "commutation of terms of 
imprisonment of prisoners on the eve of the 
Gnur Revolution" & addendum it 2 of "the 
regulation for organizing the activities 
of the irrigation ministry have been 
enforced." 

5/7 - The 25-year master plan for Kabul 
City will be implemented with Soviet co- 
operation "to bring about a balanced de- 
velopment & to resolve most of the socio- 
economic problems." 
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5/8 - "A group of parachutists of the 37th 
Commando Brigade who had demonstrated 
interesting performances on the eve of the 
5th anniversary of the Saur Revolution, 
received honorary badges of the sports 
department." 

5/9 - The drinking water supply in Kabul 
will be increased from 2300 sq. meters to 
74,000 sq, meters in 24 hours by 3/20/84. 
The water will come from the Logar & Afshar 
Rivers . 

- A 20 Afs. stamp was issued on May Day to 
commemorate world workers. 




5/10 - Over 2,000 women have been organized 
in 11 women's clubs in Kabul. 17 other 
clubs have been established in the provin- 
ces. 

- The expulsion of Peter Graham brought 
this comment from Bakhtar: 



Now that the heroic peo- 
ple of Afghanistan have 
well distinguished their fr- 
iends and foes and deal be- 
littling blows to the coun- 
terrevolution the US imp- 
erialism" has resorted to 
opium war and has show- 
ered obscene printed mat- 
erials through a number of 
magazines such as playboy, 
international orgy clubs. 
"Men only" clubs etc. 
and distribute them among 
our youth through the dip- 
lomats of the US embassy 



to spoil our youth and to 
weaken and reduce their 
combat strength. This is 
the example of the gift of 
the American Islam in our 
country. . . , 

With the disclosure of this 
corrupt business of Mr. Am- 
erican diplomat, the disgu- 
sted and corrupt American 
life is once again unveiled 
and our compatriots see 
that those who tear their th- 
roats for Islam are drown- 
ed themselves in the pit of 
corruption. 



5/11 - All members of the ''central nucleus of 
the Afghan Melat" were arrested. "Sufficient 
documents were obtained from them & they have 
confessed to their counter-revolutionary 
activities..." (See p. 28). 
- A "youth township" will be built in Che 
Jashen area of Kabul for "the purpose of im- 
proving Che rearing & healthy upbringing of 
the younger generation." The project will be 
completed in 10 years & will include "a cen- 
tral camp of 'pioneers of Afghanistan,' a 
youth palace, the mausoleum of the champion 
youths of Che revolution, palace of technical 
innovations & the palace of arts of youth..." 



It will also have theaters, cinemas, 
hostels, restaurants, a gym, swimming 
pools, printii 

5/12 - Ariana carried over 80,000 pas- 
engers last year - 62,000 on external 
flights & 18,218 on internal ones. 
Ariana has 1 DC-10 and 2 727s & has 
weekly flights to Moscow, Prague, Berlin 
& Tashkent; 2 flights to Delhi; 4 to 
Amritsar; a freight flight to Dubai; 2 
flights to Kandahar & 1 to Mazar-i-Sharif . 
Next year Ariana hopes to inaugurate 
passenger flights to Dubai and the UAE 
& a flight to Hong Kong. The airline 
will run special Haj flights this year. 

5/16 - A "number of anti-revolutionary 
prisoners were set free from Pulicharki 
prison" in accordance with the 5th an- 
niversary decree. Reportedly groups of 
prisoners will be released until 1 June. 
- Foreign trade statistics: 



Foreign trade of DRA am- 
ounted to 1276.4 million do- 
llars in 1361 HS fended on 
March 20, 1983). From this, 
677. 21 million dollars cons- 
tituted the value of exports 
and 599.21 million dollars 
the value of imports. 

Foreign trade circulation 
in 17 c ° (HS) is estimated at 
1371 million dollars which 
is higher by 95 million dol- 
lars or 7 percent as compa- 



The total volume of ex- 
ports are estimated at 700 
million dollars in 1362 (HS) 
whereas it was 677 million 
dollars last year indicating 
an increase of 3.5 percent 
as compared with the prece- 
ding year. 

The composition of forei- 
gn trade in 1362 (HS) is or- 
ganised in such a way that 
Afghanistan will enjoy a 
favourable balance of trade 



red with the preceding year, by 29 million dollars 



- Stamps of Afs. 4 & 11 were issued on 
World Telecommunications Day. 
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5/22 - 6,700 students are enrolled at 
Kabul Univ., and a night school for govern- 
ment employees has been established at 



the university. The university has 



0 



Afghan lecturers and more than 60 instruc- 
tors from the friendly countries.' 
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5/25 - Bakhtar reports that "Mowlawi 
Moh f d Nabi Khalis, a so-called leader 
of a rebel bandit group, has recently 
married with a young girl & paid 
hundreds of thousands of rupees for 
a marriage settlement." 

5/31 - Czech workers gave Afs. 600,000 
worth of aid to Afghan workers. The 
gift included children's and women's 
clothes. 

- The fifth group of prisoners jailed 
for counter-revolutionary offenses 
were released yesterday. 

- The geo-engineering group has com- 
pleted the 1/10,000 scale topographic 
map of Kabul City; the 1/100,000,000 
& 1/500,000 maps of the capital & 
southern parts of the country; maps 
of 1/1,000 of the "limited northern 

& eastern parts of the country;" maps 
of 1/150,000 of the Kabul & Ghazni 
zones; and surveys of the coal & gold 
deposits in the northern & western 
parts of the country. Eng. Moh'd Ali 
Haidar stated: "The preparation of 
Eolor geological & mineral maps of 
Afghanistan with the scale 1/500,000 
and the printing of a book titled 
'The Structure of Geology & Minerals 
in the Country' in Russian & English 
languages with the cooperation of 
Soviet experts, are also among the 
works carried out by the directorate." 

- The total volume of goods exchanged 
through the Hair a tan, Shirkhan & 
Toorghondi ports was estimated at 
855,600 toms last year, according to 
an Afsotr official. Of this, Afsotr 
handled 337,200 tons. "For getting 
transportational means, loading & 
unloading apparatus & various spare 
parts, 93 separate contracts of 
136,35516 (sic) rubles have been 
signed with the trade unions for 
foreign trade of the Soviet Union." 

- A number of the toiling women who 
voluntarily enrolled themselves in the 
trolley buses driving course for car- 
rying out services inside the city 
started their practical work in 
Mirwais Maidan route yesterday." 

6/1 - The hotel enterprise authority an- 
nounced an income of Afs. 43m with a net 
of Afs. 6m last year. Hotels in Kabul 
had over 50,000 guests, held over 300 



wedding receptions and 200 official & 
private banquets. 14 hotels & 5 restau- 
rants are controlled by the authority. 

6/4 - Sayed Afghani, Pres. of the DRA 
Ulema & Spiritual Figures High Council, 
was awarded the Avicenna prize by the 
USSR. 

6/7 - Contracts for new deep- drilling 
rigs & irrigation repair machinery 
were signed by the Irrigation Ministry 
& the Soviet United Commercial Inst. 

- The Gogerdak & Jarqduq fields pro- 
duce 2700m cubic meters of gas annual- 
ly "out of which 2400m cubic meters 

is exported." Annual revenue from gas 
exports is $300m. 

- "Towards the revival of the language 
& literature of the brother nationali- 
ties," a report, was published in 
Haqiqate-e-Engelabi Saur on 6/5. Bro- 
ther literatures seem to include works 
in Dari,& the Uzbek, Turkic, Baluch & 
Pashayee languages. 

6/12 - Karmal visited Kandahar on 6/9 
& called for "the US, Iran, Pakistan & 
China to cease their aggression against 
the DRA." He met with the people, Army 
Corps #1, religious leaders & other "in- 
charges" & visited the Kandahar woolen 
mill . "Babrak Karmal , on his way from 
Kandahar city to airport got off from 
his car, shook hands with the people 
who had cheerfully lined up on both 
sides of the road... to bid farewell to 
their beloved leader." 

- Cooperation documents signed by the 
DRA & the USSR include the following: 
establishment of a '. 5 10kv transmission 
line of Koshki-Toorghundi," construction 
of the Toorghundi railway line, an anti- 
locust campaign, oil & gas drilling & 
exploration, & a thermal power station 
in Mazar-i-Sharif . 

- During Ramazan the night curfew will 
be from 11 p.m. - 3 a.m. 

- Dr. Ogayard, the "French spy" who was 
sentenced to 8 years imprisonment, was 
pardoned by the RC Presidium and left 
for Delhi on 6/10. (See p. 25) 

6/13 - 8,000 will receive Haj permits 
this year. 
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6/14 - A 1 Af . stamp was issued to com- 
morate the 2nd "varsary" of the NFF. 

- The DRA has allocated Afs. 56m to the 
Religious Affairs Dept. for needy clergy- 
men & mosque repair. "The amount allocated 
for this purpose is unprecedented in com- 
parison to the preceding year. 11 

6/18 - The Central Council of the NFF has 
created 588 councils throughout the DRA 
with a membership of over 100,000. 

6/19 - The CAM company is upping their 
production of non-alcoholic drinks during 
Ramazan. The "raw materials 11 for Coca 
Cola are provided "from Coca Cola companies 
in Ireland, London, Rome, Istanbul & Lahore." 

6/21 - This year's plan for mineral ex- 
traction calls for 50,000 tons of salt, 
10,000 tons of "plaster" (gypsum), 54,000 
cubic meters of building stone, 6,000 
cubic meters of "pebble" & 6 tons of lapis 
lazuli. 

- Repair work started on the Shahrara 
Tower in Kabul, "...the repairing & decora- 
ting... would be performed in accordance 
with the movements (sic) repairing style 
adopted by the Archaeological Institute 

of Afghanistan." 

- M. Seddiq Tarzi, 75, died yesterday of 
natural causes. Tarzi, an historian, was 
president of the Kabul City Council of the 
NFF. 

6/25 - Officials & employees of Kabul U. 
"have decided to contribute a percentage 
of their salaries every month to the Peace, 
Solidarity & Friendship Organization of 
the DRA." (On 6/29, AFSOTR workers came to 
the same decision.) 

- The State Information Service has pub- 
lished 4 books on the crimes of "US Im- 
perialism in Africa, Europe & Latin America." 

6/26 - Ali Keshtmand met with provincial 
governors & announced that the "provincial 
authorities were taken out from the frame- 
work of ... the Ministry of Interior & 
...their direct relations were ensured with 
the authority of the Council of Ministers, 
i.e., the Government." (Interior Minister 
Gulabzoy returned yesterday from the USSR.) 



7/4 - The 12th Plenum of the PDPA CC 
opened yesterday. It was agreed that 
CC plenums would be held twice a year. 
The following alternate members were 
promoted to full CC membership: 
Sayed Ikram Paigir. incharge of Archives 
& Liaison Office of the party CC; 
Abdul Sat tar Purdeli . president , 'central 
Council of Trade Unions; Abdul Ghaffar 
Lakanwal, Minister of Agriculture & Land 
Reform; Moh'd Anwar Farzan . secretary, RC 
Presidium; Noorulhaq Olomi . commander, 
Army Corps #2. Newly elected CC members 
are as follows: Ahmad Shah Sorkhabi . 
Minister of Irrigation; Sarwar Mangal , 
Minister of Higher & Vocational Education; 
Shahnawaz Tanai. commander, Army Corps #1; 
Abdul Gh affar Azad . secretary, Herat Party 
Committee; Abdul Wasi Kargar , worker in 
Mines & Industries Ministry. Newly elec- 
ted alternate members are Adena Sangeen . 
Mayor of Kabul; Khodaidad Basharmal . com- 
mander, Eastern Zone; Sayed Nasim Maihan- 
parast, chief, Northern Zone; Abdul Qadir 
Ashna, president, State Committee for Cul- 
ture > Abdul Aziz Majidzadah . deputy, super- 
vision & controlling commission of party 
CC; Abdul Fattah . commander, Air Forces; 
Ghulam Fa rouq Yaqubi . general deputy pres., 
State Information Service; Fazil Ahmad 
Toghian, governor, Kabul Province; Farid 
Mozdak, secretary, DYOA CC; Moh f d Israel 
Rasi, secretary, Badakhshan party committee 
Moh'd A fzal Loddin . commander, Army Corps 
#3; Moh'd Ewaz Nabi Zadah , deputy minister, 
Nationalities & Tribal Affairs; Moh T d 
Farouq , commander, Frontier Forces; Moh'd 
Kabir Kargar. worker, Mazar-i-Sharif power 
Plant; Nihmatullah . chief, Central Zone 
& Yari Qelich Dehqan , "a peasant." 

— The Law of Archives was published in the 
Official Gazette of 15th Jauza, 1362. The 
law has 5 chapters & 50 articles. 

- Counter-revolutionary leaders are making 
out in grand style according to Heywad : 
Gulbuddin owns a fleet of taxis in Pakistan, 
luxury apartments in Tehran & the US, a 
jewelry store in Rawalpindi, Japanese car 
sales agencies in Pakistan, a drug store in 
Quetta, a water pump factory in Lahore and 
millions of Pakistani rupees in the Habib 
Bank and "hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in his personal account in the American 
Express Bank in Brazil." 

Gilani has 3 large buildings in Rawalpindi, 
is involved in the "manufacture and smug- 
gling of narcotics & arms peddling," & 
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keeps his money in the American Express 
Bank in Geneva. Rabbani "earned more than 
Afs. 20m" last summer in narcotics and 
currently has "licenses from Pakistan govern- 
ment to establish a poultry farm, a textile 
mill & a carpet weaving factory." Abdul 
Rasoul Sayaf has "recently established a 
goods transport company... He embazzled (sic) 
$600,000 belonging to the so-called 
Islamic alliance. This led to his dis- 
missal from the presidency of the alliance." 
Mujaddedi has established a "big motor 
company. . .with an initial capital of $750,000 
and also he has several hundred thousand 
$US in his account in Arab banks." 

7/6 - Babrak explained "necessary changes" 
in land reform procedures which will take 
place in the next few months. He told the 
PDPA 12th plenum that "the anti-feudal 
orientation of the reforms has to be more 
explicit & implemented more consistently." 
There is a need to change radically the 
monetary liability of the peasants who are 
allotted land. Babrak said that now "a 
peasant who has 21 - 25 jeribs of land must 
pay more than Afs. 20,000 for receiving 
official title deeds." 

- The Export Promotion Bank will loan Afs. 
1600m "to provide special facilities for 
export of goods at the exchangeable currency. 
The EPB has close links with the famous 
international banks specially Irving Trust, 
Union Bank of Switzerland, National West- 
minster Bank, Bank of America, Deutsch Bank 

& Wells Fargo Bank." 

- The Communications Ministry has issued Afs. 

4, 12 & 21 postage stamps "with fine colors." 

7/7 - Karmal left for a friendly & official 
visit to the Mongolian People's Republic. 
Also along are S.M. Zeary, A.M. Sarbiland, 

5. M. Dost, Moh f d Anwar Ferzam (sec'y of the 
RC Presidium), Abdul Qadir Ashna (Pres , State 
Committee for Culture), Sakhi Daneshjo 

♦ (Dep. Foreign Minister) & Gen. Moh'd Aziz 
Hasas (Cdr. of the National Guard). 

- The 1416th "varsary" of the revelation of 
the holy Quran was marked at meetings 
throughout the country. 

7/10 - Protocols were signed with the USSR on 
inter-govenmental economic cooperation. The 
USSR will give the DRA 170m rubles consumer 
credit, defer other loan payments & continue 
the service of "some 100 advisory of that 
brotherly country who are busy serving at the 
state organs of the DRA." 



7/16 - Karmal returned from Mongolia 
on 7/13, in time to call for "Is- 
lamic fraternity among Muslims" on 
Eid-ul-Fitre. 

- A friendship treaty was signed by 
the DRA & Mongolia on 7/12. 

- Some prisoners, including women, 
were released on the eve of Eid-ul- 
Fitre. 

7/17 -"At present there are 107 heads 
of animals, 210 birds and 270 fishes 
& reptiles in the Kabul Zoo." The 
zoo is administered by the Kabul Muni- 
cipality and earned over Afs. lm in 
admission fees last year. The "feeding 
& living conditions" of the birds & 
animals are at "international standard." 
An exchange agreement between the 
Kabul and Czech zoos has been signed. 

7/18 - The Noor Eye Institute treated 
over 66,408 patients last year. 

- Of 31,000 people examined in the 
Helmand Malaria Control Center , 15 , 000 
had the disease. 

- An atlas of the DRA will be published 
with $500,000 assistance from Poland. 
8,000 copies will be printed in Dari; 
2,000 copies will be printed in English". 
The atlas is expected to be completed 

in 1985. 

- The drawing of names of Haj applicants 
began in Kabul. Kabul Province f s quota 
is 1,000 of whom 500 will be women. 

7/24 - "Flowers of Struggles," an an- 
thology of work by Pushtun poet Ajmal 
Khatak, has been published. "The 
political transformations of Afghanistan 
especially the April Revolution has a 
deep impact on the poetic intuition of 
Ajmal Khatak." 

- Over 100,000 "pieces of historical & 
ancient relics have been put on display 
in the National Museum of Kabul during 
the past few years." 

- The Teacher's Professional Comple- 
mentary Inst, has helped 25,000 "per- 
sons of the teaching cadres" become 
acquainted with the new system of edu- 
cation. "The new system takes the 
national & democratic interest into 
view." The Institute has 82 profes- 
sors. 
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7/24 - The Armed Forces Publication Dept. 
has issued 130,000 volumes since the Saur 
Revolution. A few titles: "Blood & Love," 
"Salute to the Tulips, 11 "America! America! 
Death to America," "Hundred Beneficial 
Advises," etc. The press also publishes 
2 military magazines, "Urdu" (Army) & an 
aerial defense forces magazine. "Urdu" has 
a circulation of 5,700; Aerial, 7,240. 

7/27 - Jawad Ghaziyar has become one of 
the favored singers on Kabul Radio-TV. 

7/30 - Sultan Ali Keshtmand, in a speech 
in Zaranj in Nimroz Province: 

- . , We 50115 °^ brave and pa- 



call on our Baluch breth- 
ren who constitute the gr- 
eat majority of Nimroz 
province to make use of 
their legitimate national 
right for the development 
of their culture and na- 
tional characteristics. 
The party and the revol- 
utionary government ha- 
ve prepared the possibil- 
ities for the growth of 
the language and national 
culture of the Baluchi pe- 
ople and will ce- 
rtainly expand th- 
em and pay respect to th- 
eir national characteristi- 
cs, traditions and national 
customs. Right now prac- 
tical possibilities have 
been prepared to teach 



triotic Baluchi people in 
their mother tongue. 

Seperate publications 
are carried in Baluchi la- 
nguage. We are seriously 
desire that the local cad- 
res are trained and educat- 
ed from among the peo- 
ple and in contact with 
the people and to take the 
administrative affairs in 
their own hands. Of cou- 
rse the observance of 
the right of national sov- 
ereignity of the people 
of Baluch in Nimroz pr- 
ovince will never mean 
that the rights of other na- 
tionalities residing in this 
province such as Pasht- 
uns. Tajiks and others are 
neglected. 



7/31 - DRA security forces uncovered ex- 
plosives in the Housing Construction 
Factory on 7/30. "The designs of counter- 
revolutionary terrorists who wanted to 
commit another crime have been foiled. M 

- A new teaching system (see 7/24) was 
inaugurated in 1979 and is now being im- 
plemented from grades I - IV. 

- Millie Bus has carried over 3m passen- 
gers in the first quarter of this year. 



8/1 - The visit of the Chinese Minister of 
Foreign Affairs to Pakistan irked the Af- 
ghan authorities. "The Chinese hegemonists 
are also not lagging behind in making use 
of the propaganda crusade & psychological 
warfare of imperialism against the DRA. 
They are violating the accepted norms of 
international conduct." 

- A 10 Afs. stamp was issued to commemorate 
World Day. 



8/2 - Ali Keshtmand reported to the Council 
of Ministers that industrial production in 
the first quarter of the current year was 
up 10.5% compared to the same period last 
year. 

8/3 - Ali Keshtmand congratulated the 
Kabul City Central Committee on its ef- 
forts in "exerting control over the im- 
plementation of state plans." The total 
number of institutions "lagging behind" 
during the first quarter of 1362 has been 
reduced from 16 to 6. He noted, however, 
that "the work for admission of workers, 
peasants and craftsmen to the ranks of the 
party is not satisfactory... Work with 
the probational members who constitute 
41% of the Kabul City Party Organizations 
& their training is not carried out in 
accordance with the aspirations & demands 
of the party. ... The sense of criticism 
& self criticism has not yet popularized 
in the primary party organizations . 
Likewise, no decisive principled struggle 
is made inside the party against destructive 
selfish & fractionist elements. A number 
of claimants find a way in the party 
unwantedly to play a role as fake de- 
fenders of the interest of the toilers. 
They should be exposed." 

- Sericulture is flourishing. Quotas • 
cf cocoons and egg stock are sent: to each 
locality and "put at the disposal of 
hucksters & peddlers at reasonable prices 
& terms. The achievement of this end has 
a profound impact on raising the life 
standard of the peddlar population of the 
country." 

- The 8th plenum of the DYOA opened yes- 
terday. Farid Mazdak was elected 1st 
Secretary of the DYOA Central Committee. 

- "A single mechanic in Kabul repaired 25 
motor vehicles in one month." 

- A note on Balkh: "There are 97 agri- 
cultural cooperatives in Balkh Province. 
Of these 3 are active." 

i lUDAY'S TELEVISION 

Thursday Night TV 
Programme: 6:00-Preach- j 
ing, 6:10-Knowledge for 
all, 6:40-Sports round up 
6:55-Advertiesments, 7:- ! 
00-News and Commentarv 
(Dari), 7:20-Variety Mu- 
sic, 8:00-News and Co- 
mmentary (Pashtu), 8:20- 
Music. and 9:00-Feature 

Film. Continued on p. 46 
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IMPRISONMENT DECREE (KNT 4/24) 



KABUL, April 24 (Bakh- 
tar). — The Presidium of 
the Revolutionary Council 
of the DRA has issued a 
degree for pardoning the 
prison term of a substantial 
number of men and wom- 
en. 

The decision was adopted 
on the eve of the fifth an- 
niversary of the April Re- 
volution and on the basis 
of humanitarian princip- 
les. 

The following peopie will 
be benefited by the imple- 
mentation of the decree. 

1 — All those who have 
the age of puberty. 

2 — Those women who are 
sentenced to five-year imp- 
risonment, disregarding 
the period spent in prison. 

3 — Those men whose age 
is over 65 years and are 
sentenced up to a term 
of five years. 



4 — The men who are sen- 
tenced to one year imprison- 
ment, disregarding the time 
spent in prison. 

5 — Those men who are 
sentenced up to five year 
imprisonment and have pas- 
sed half of this term in 
prison. 

vThe following prisoners 
will receive reduction in 
their terms of imprisonm- 
ent : 

1 — Those women who are 
sentenced to over five year 

imprisonment, half of the 
term of imprisonment will 
be reduced. 

2 — Those men who are 
sentenced up to five year 
imprisonment, provided th- 
ey have not passed half of 
this term, half of it will be 
reduced. 

3 — Those men who are 
sentenced over five year 
imprisonment, one third of 
this term will be reduced. 



The Presidium of the Re- 
volutionary Council of the 
DRA once again draws the 
attention of those compat- 
riots who by force or unco- 
nsciously were deceived 
by the false propaganda of 
the enemies and have join- 
ed them, to the general am- 
nesty decree of the Revolu- 
tionary Council, dated Ja- 
wza 28, 1360 (Juna 13, 
1981) which reads: Incase 
these deceived peopie of our 
country voluntarily join th- 
eir popular government, 
they will be received warm- 
ly and no punishment will 
be given to them. 

On the eve of the fifth 
anniversary of the glorious 
Saur Revolution the Presi- 
dium of the Revolutionary 
Council of the DRA brings 
to the attention of those 
deceived compatriots that 
if they lay down their arms 
from Saur 7th upto Sara- 
tan 20, 1362 (July II. 



1983) which coincides with 
the first day of Eid-e-Feter, 

the government of the DRA 
will guarantee their safe 
returning to their homeland 
and will take measures for 
their security as well as pro- 
viding all the facilities for 
their peaceful living. 

People who have comm- 
itted terroristic acts as well 
as those who* are members 
of the so-called Harakate- 
Enqelabe Islami, Sama, Na- 
sar and Rehayee bands are 
excluded from the benefit 
of this decree. 

The decree will be enfor- 
ced from the date of its 
endorsement and will be 
published in the official ga- 
zette. 

Babrak Karmal, 
President of the Presi- 
dium of Revolutionary 
Council of DRA. 




A scene of the reviewing stand of the military parade commemorating the 5th anniversary 
of the Saur Revolution. (Baktiar photo, KNT 4/30) 
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5/24 - South China Morning Post (SCMP) 
Seven Islamic parties elected Prof. Ab- 
dulrab Rasool Sayaf, a former lecturer 
in Arabic at Kabul U., as president of 
the Islamic Unity for a 2-year term. 
(See p. 2 ) Most aid from Arab countries 
will be funneled through this group. 

6/1 - NYT - Three fundamentalist guer- 
rilla groups united for an assault on a 
power generator in Kabul. The generator 
survived but 35-50 DRA soldiers were re- 
ported, killed. A guerrilla attack 
last week in the Logar Valley resulted 
in some 50 DRA troop deaths. 

- SCMP - Kabul Radio reported that De- 
fense Minister Abdul Qader presented 
medals to 564 officers for "Heroic deeds." 
This was his first appearance since his 
brawl with Dep. Min. Khalilullah. (See 

#3, 5/25. p. 8) 

6/2 - SCMP - In a dispatch from Moscow, 
the New China News Agency called the 
USSR's idea for a political solution in 
Afghanistan "only the same old stuff. 
There is no change in Moscow's basic 
stand on the problem, nor will there be 
in the near future." 

6/6 - NYT - A combined force of 500 mu- 
.jahideen captured an army base at Juma 
Bazar near Maimana. 90 DRA soldiers 
reportedly were killed or captured. The 
base was established 2 months ago. 

6/8 - NYT - Diplomats said that guer- 
rillas killed 200 soldiers in a 3-day 
battle in Paktia 2 weeks ago. The rest 
of the DRA forces reportedly defected to 
the mujahideen. Guerrillas also damaged 
runways at the airports in Herat & Mazar- 
i-Sharif . 

- FEER - "21 Afghan & Soviet soldiers 
died when guerrillas attacked Jalalabad 
airport, the pro-resistance Islamic Press 
reported (5/29)." 

6/10 - CSM - Dr. Philippe Augoyard, cap- 
tured by the DRA in January, was released. 
(See p. 25) 



6/10 - The total World Food Program as- 
sistance to Afghan refugees in Pakistan 
is $217. 2m, the Pakistan Times reports; 
the 8/14 Pakistan Affairs states that lm 
tons of food has been distributed. 

- Remember Vladimir Danchev, the indis- 
creet Radio Moscow announcer? The CSM 
reports that Radio Moscow's messages are 
now pre-recorded and that Soviet authori- 
ties say Danchev has been sent back to 
Tashkent "but apparently not detained." 
Vladislav Krasnov, a Radio Moscow defector 
(in 1962), however, writes in the NYT 8/6 
that Danchev was "banished from Moscow to 
an insane asylum in faraway Tashkent." 
Krasnov also feels that Danchev could not 
have been indiscreet without accomplices. 

6/11 - Pakistan Times (PT) - "A represen- 
tative of an Afghan Friendship Assn, Mr. 
Tajuki Yasunaka, who brought a consignment 
of medicine & medical equipment for the 
mujahideen, has embraced Islam & is now 
serving the Afghan people & mujahideen in 
liberated territory of Sarobi sub-division 
of Kabul Province." 

- Andrei Gromyko told Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Yaqub Khan that Pakistan had an 
important role to play in reducing tensions 
in Afghanistan because it was primarily 
from Pakistan that armed incursions into 
Afghanistan were being carried out. He 
said that a political settlement in Af- 
ghanistan would improve the situation in 
southwest Asia & would allow relations be- 
tween Pakistan & the USSR to develop favor- 
ably. 

6/13 - PT - Mujahideen reportedly liberated 
the town of Chamtal near the Soviet bor- 
der in Balkh Province & killed Ghulam 
Moh'd Khan, the commissioner of the area. 
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Comrades, the Polit- 
bureau of our party, the 
PDPA, believes that the 
time has come that we 
should assess the path we 
have traversed since the 
country-wide conference 
of the PDPA and to for- 
mulate the undelayable 
duties that the party and 
the state face.- 

First of all it should be 
stated that life has prov- 
ed the correctness and 
soundness of the conclu- 
sions and provisions of 
the Programme of Action 
of the party and the de- 
cisions of the party Na- 
tionwide Conference in 
general. The Central Com- 
mittee of our party, its 
Political Bureau and Sec- 
retariate, tiie governm- 
ent of the DRA and 
the local organs of 
the party and the state 
have persistently imple- 
mented the policy form- 
ulated at the conference 
and have achieved on its 
basis greater normalisati- 
on of the situation in the 
country. 

How do we evaluate the 
path traversed and what 
are its basic characteris- 
tics? 

. First of all the counter- 
revolution has failed' in 
its effort to change the 
course of the evolution 
of the revolution. The pe- 
ople have increasingly 
realized the progressive 
objectives of our revoluti- 
on and are rendering jaw- 
breaking response to the 
enemies of the country. 
The people are supporting 
our government because 
our government is a gov- 
ernment of justice and 
peace, which .are desired 
by ail patriots of Afghan- 
istan. The counter-revo- 
lutionaries cannot hide 
these facts by a wave of 
lies, tlanders and accusa- 
tions. 

In addition we have al- 
ways stressed that the Sa- 
ur Revolution and the 
fact that we have seized 
power are for solving the 
basic problems of the peo- 
ple and the country. We 
can now satisfactorily sta- 
te that the reconstruction 
and the growth of institu- 
tions and industrial and 
agricultural projects are 
to a large extent dragg- 
ed in the forefront of 
party and state activities, 
in which lies the import- 
ant factor of our complete 
and final victory. 

R should be specifically 
stated here that a new fac- 
tor, that is the broad sys- 
tem of party organisations 
and committees, has been 
created in our social and 
political life, the role of 
which is continually grow- 
in?. These very committees 
and organisations put into 
practice the policy of our 



party and realize the link 
of the party with the peo- 
ple. 

It should be stated that 
the majority of these orga- 
nizations and committees 
have correctly understood 
their exalted duties and 
'work effectively and purpo- 
-sefully. They truely analyze 
?nd solve the problems of 
the Kfe in the provinces, ci- 
ties, counties and sub-coun- 
ties. 

The fact that imperialism 
and reaction did not succeed 
in isolating revolutionary 
Afghanistan on the world 
arena is of prindpW signi- 
ficance. The power of inter- 
national solidarity render- 
ed the plots and conspira- 
cies of the enemy futile. Th- 
is solidarity cannot be sum- 
marized m only the econo- 
mic and military assistan- 
ce. For us the strength of 
our friends in constructm* 
a new society, their great 
experiences and their wiaa 
and timely consultations are 
«f true vital value 
' Comrades, without under 
"ratin g what kas been 
achieved, it should be «q> 
tehMy stated, that the party 
and the state stiti face 
difficult and complicated 
problems on the way to en- 
sure peaceful conditions 
and to raise the Irving stan- 
dard of the people. Have 
we taken all the necessary 
measures for carrying oat 
these interdependent tasks? 
No. It is obvious that all 
' the necessary measures ha- 
' ve not been taken. The 
, life and the situation in 
' the country, both require 
more and much greater ef- 
forts. The party directives 
which have been reflected 
in the decisions and resolu- 
tions of the country-wide 
conference and the ninth, 
tenth and eleventh plenums 
of the PDPA CC, are dir- 
ected at this fact. 

Meanwhile it should be 
stated that these decisions 
and resolution* have them- 
selves not been fully imple- 
mented. Our insufficiency, 
disunity and disorganisation, 
lack of self discipline, sp- 
eed of action, etc., have 
caused this state of affairs 
and cave prevented the 
full implementation of the- 
se duties. We have discuss- 
ed these many times, but 
stiU necessary struggle is 
not being initiated against 
these deficiencies. The ca- 
use of the revolution req- 
uires that these d efficien- 
cies should be ended once 
and all for all Now it is 
important to direct the att- 
ention of the entire party, 
government and the state 
power organs to specific 
tasks. 



for specific actions to be ta- 
ken for the execution of 
the most important and 
mo* urgent tasks watch 
lie ahead of the country. 

Today we should study this 
document profoundly and 
then we should mobihae all 
the entire party and the 
patriot* for the implemen- 
tation of these undelaya- 
ble tasks. Since the merob- 
ars of the Central Comm- 
ittee have copies of this 
document with them, allow 
me to speak on the most 
important aspects of the wo- 
rk that should be carried 
out. 

Comrades, the consolida- 
tion and evolution of the 
party and enhancing its 
role in society and the state 
has formed and forms the 
main content of our politi- 
cal life. We state with satis- 
faction that the PDPA is 
being turned to a more true 
organizer and real leading 
body of 



The Politburo has prep- 
ared a broad draft of plan 



In this connection all the 
services and efforts of the 
entire party and its organi- 
sations and committees are 
brilliant. The reporting ca- 
mpaign that took place in 
our party for the first time 
clearly manifested this fact. 
This campaign augmented 
the new experience of the 
party, widened the frame- 
work of inter-party demo- 
cracy and provided the pos- 
sibility for the critical eva- 
luation of the activities of 
- party committees and or- 
ganisations. 

Presently our party is 
composed of more' than 90 
thousand members and pro- 
bationary members. During 
the year 1362 the member- 
ship of the party grew by 
about 35 percent and this 
growth is continuing. This 
h an evidence of the incre- 
srinir m-eitige and authori- 
ty of the party and the con- 
solidation of its link with 
the masses. 

At present more than 30 
trbes are represented in 
our party. Sixty five per- 
cent of the members of the 
party are at or below SW 
•«e of 30. New andvyofcatr 
farm are contiaua#t Cora- 
ple-ing the ranks pf the 
p*.«y and the futoff also 
belongs to them. During the 
year 1361 a total of about 
31 thousand persons were 
accepted as probationary 
members of the party. The 
composition of the new me- 
mbers shows 16.9 percent 
workers, and 33.3 percent, 
peasants. But mspite of th- 
is, the workers and peasants 
comprise only 28.4 percent 
■ of the total party members. 
This percentage should 
be greatly increased. 
The party composition sh- 
ould reflect the compositi- 
on of the toilers of the co- 



untry. The Central Com- 
mittee considers this as of 
prime importance. All iss- 
ues related to the structure 
and evolution of the party 
were profoundly and pre- 
cisely evaluated in the Ten- 
th P'enum of the Central 
Committee of the party. 

A few days ago the Polit- 
buro confirmed the statis- 
t'cal report of the year 
1361 and took a number of 
decisions in this connection. 
In this regard I would like 
ta mention three important 
points: 

The first point is that i" 
the future too we should 
Day attention to the quan- 
titative growth of the party. 
Matters related to the sele- 
ction of the most able, cons- 
cious, active and loyal in- 
dividuals to the 'party sh- 
ould be dealt with more pre- 
cisely and seriously. 
N The second point is that 
at the present the party in 
the recruitment of peasa- 
nts, craftsmen and a num- 
ber of other toiling groups 
is faced with specific diftV 
' cutties. Truely. bow can a 
peasant or craftsman • join 
the party while there exist 
no primary party organisa- 
tion and persons who could 
introduce them to the par- 
ty*. Therefore, serious att- 
ention should be paid to 
the creation of party organ- 
isations at the village levels 
or party organisation* at 
the residential areas of the 
toilers. The Politbureau sh- 
ould take specific decisions 
w this connection. 

The third point is that 
party committees should 
pay greater attention to 
the improvement of the 
qualitative composition of 
. the party ranks, to increase 
workers, peasants, soldiers 
•od militants of the revo- 
lutionary defence groups 
in the ranks of the party. 
Now the calculated and pla- 
nned quantitative and qua- 
litative composition of the 
party is the order of the 
day- 

Comrades, as you know, 
we should also take up the 
matter related to the con- 
solidation of the party uni- 
ty at this present plenum. 
The oneness of the party 
ranks is strengthening. This 
is the outcome of long and 
persistent work and efforts 
of all party organisations 
and committees and party 
members towards the elim- 
ination of fractionary eff- 
orts. Albeit, we have not 
attained organic unity as 
mentioned in the tenth ple- 
num. This is also a fact. 
We still hear many comp- 
laints emanating from frac- 
tionary activities, which re- 
sult from the lack of hope 
and lack of ability to organi- 
ze joint work and friendly 
relations. 



But now we will look into 
the essence of the issue. 
What are fraction and fra- 
« ctiomsm, which are widely 
spoken of? Fraction is a 
separate part of the politi- 
cal party which has its own 
political programme which 
is hostile to the principled 
and basic programmes of 
the entire party. This exp- 
ression is understood in 
this'tnaner in all revolution- 
ary parties. Now we evalu- 
ate the existing reality of 
our party. The programme 
of action and the charter 
«f the party is common 
to all of us. All party or- 
ganisations are working 
for the observance and exe- 
cution of these documents. 
The members of our party 
hare no difference of op- 
inion as to the interpretati- 
on of these documents. Th- 
en what is the reason? The 
fart is that tribalism fam- 
ily ties, the warm circles of 
personal friendship, love of 
position and lack of mutual 
trust have harmed the unity 
of the Darty. This situation 
is a result of the backward- 
ness and lack of political 
maturity of a number of 
the comrades, who, taking 
advantage of their personal 
prestige and official posi- 
tion, have created group- 
ings of a number of individ- 
uals who are loVal to them 
or who are discontented wi- 
th the party. These group- 
ings are then used in the 
interest of personal inclina- 
tions and attitudes. 

Individuals who place th- 
eir interests, advantages, 
wishes and demands against 
those of the party, do not 
wish and cannot organize 
friendly and orderly work 
and do not want to observe 
ditapbne. Under our con- 
ditions, such persons in 
essence form the fraction- 
ism. 

~ 1 
They prevent the effecti- 
ve and purposeful executi- 
on of the exalted objectives 
of the party as the gtndin; 
t and leading force of the so- 
ciety. They must have no 
I place in our party. 

The stand of the Central 
I Committee of the party has 
been dearly and explicitly 
reflected in the decisions of 
the tenth plenum of the CC 
j «f the PDPA and dear 
' duties have been- specified 
for party organizations and 
committees. It means that 
tbey should consolidate the 
party ranks through their 
action and should influence 
the party unity with educa- 
tional work even to the lim- 
it of the expulsion of those 
individuals from the party 
who disrupt the unity of the 
twrty Six months have gone 
by since the tenth plenum 
and now we are forced to 
confess that a great num- 
ber of the party organiza- 
tions and committees and 
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a treat number of the res- 
ponsible party authorities 
have not taken the decisions 
of the tenth pi enuiir as ur- 
«ent and militant program- 
me and have shown weak 
response to it and they ha- 
ve displayed laziness, sup- 
erficial response and have 
dealt with it as a matter of 
formality. They have drawn 
no serious and practical re- 
sults. Under such circums- 
tances, the situation does 
not improve at all or if i* 
does it is very slow. This 
i situation cannot be tolerat- 
ed. 

The role and responsihili. 

: *y of the control and super- 
YLSon commissions of party 

; committees and political 
departments and the con- 
trol cornmissioc of the Ce- 
ntral Committee of the par- 
ty should be raised. Parry 
committees on all levels 
and the Central Comtnxtee 
as well as the Politburo and 
the secretariat of the party 
should deal with this matter 
more seriously and specifi- 
cally. 

This should be remembe- 
red that there exist no party 
i without unity and without 
the existence of a united 
Party victory is impossible. 

Now we shall speak about 
the matters related to the 
Policy of cadres. The imp- 
ortance of this issue is de- 
ar. Because the party puts 
in practice, its policies th- 
rough cadres. 

Before every thing else 
I want to speak about 1 
the need, improving and 
completing the method of 
selection and appointment 
of cadres. I state, that this 
t*fk rhould be >mprov»d 
•ad completed, and it sho- 
uld continually improve in 
a planned way. But it sho- 
uld be said that in this 
sphere we have not receiv- 
ed orderly, organized and 
logically-prepared and jus- 
tified proposals but we have 
confronted with hurried and 
nasty replacements which 
are not systematically and 
deliberately calculated. 

The transfer and appoint- 
ment of cadres, is of course, 
a need. Under the present 
circumstances that we are 
faced with the shortage of 
experienced and ready cad- 
re, we are obliged to raise 
individuals to higher posi- 
tions and to test their prac- 
tical and political character- 
istics directly in the course 
of their performance-. 

We should courageously 
promote those comrades 
who have proved their com- 
petence and ability m prac- 
tice. In the mean time it 
should not be forgotten that 
the policy of cadres should 
possess stability. That is, 
individuals should be grveo 
time to learn the related 
work without haste. On 
the other hand work should 
he done for the creation of 
reserved cadre who should 
be promoted m the future. 

In addition, unprincipled 
action is not permitted in 
the policy of cadres. Those 
who cannot discharge their 



duties should be demoted, 
and should be entrusted 
jobs which they can adeq- 
uately discharge. 

The persistent and con- 
tinual pursuance of the po- 
licy of cadres, in connecti- 
on with the selection and 
transfer of cadres with drr 
consideration to their prac- 
tical and political charac- 
ter, is essential for the uni- 
ty of the party and increa- 
sing the. effectiveness of its 
activities. 

Working in the field of 
cadres, necessitates that 
the characteristics of the 
Afghan society, national 
traditions of our society, its 
culture and religion should 
be taken into consideration 
and should be utilised as 
much as possible. In localit- 
ies, the representatives cf 
those tribes which make 
the majority should be bro- 
ught in the forefront of 
the party and administrative 
work. The local influentials 
and dignitaries as well as 
the clergy who support the 
revolution should be relied 
upon courageously. Also 
respectable individuals and 
among them the representa- 
tives of toilers should in- 
evitably be drawn to the 
administration. These per- 
sons should be trusted, and 
they should be entrusted re- 
sponsible positions in the 
organs of local administra- 
itve power. 

In addition, for the reali- 
zation of the policy of ca- 
dres, we should reasonably 
coordinate the bringing" 
of new young and revoiu 
tiooary cadre with re-train- 
ing the old specialists, 
who display perseverance, 
precision, soundness and 
continuity in the state ma- 
chinery. We are speaking 
about the gradual change 
of the state machinery un- 
der the control of our re- 
volutionary and democra- 
tic sovereignty and not ab- 
out the breaking of this 
machinery. 

' - The method of operation 
of the state apparatus and 
the attitude of the staff to- 
wards the toilers should 
not be the same as in the 
old days. In each institu- 
tion, man should feel the 
t*oosphere of interest, en- 
thusiasm, sympathy, atten- 
tion and care for the needs. 
Party committees of minist- 
ries and other state organi- 
rations should consider it 
their duty to create such at- 
mosphere. But the true in- 
fluence of party commit- 
tees on the prevailing situa- 
tion in state organ is insuf- 
ficient. 

The departments of the 
Central Committee and oar- 
ty committees of the minis- 
trie? and other state orga- 
nisations have the duty to 
follow this objective pur- 
posefully and persistently 
to victory. This work has 
important political signifi- 
cance. The words of the 
leader of world proletariate 
.'hould be always rememb- 
ered. He said: '•Revolution- 
ary leaders have the duty 



to gain the boundless trust 
of the masses through cc- 
mradely attitude and care 
in fulfilling their needs." 

Comrades, analyzing the 
situation of the country 
and the ways to normalize 
the situation further, we 
clearly feel that the need 
to consolidate the revoluti- 
: onary sovereignty is a main 
factor for ensuring peace 
and progress of the coun- 
; try. The "construction ot 
•,s»ate power" is the most 
fundamental factor of poli- 
tics. 

We have always stressed 
the consolidation of state 
power. Organs of state p'- 
'wer have been created in 
the center, provinces, an- 
the majority of counties 
and subcounties, and are 

: operational. Inspite of all 
the defects at exist in th 
eir operation, it is important 
that hf *e crgans do exist. 

■ and in principle are able to 
carry oiu their duties. Pro- 
moting paitj influence on 
these organs and their lea- 
dership v/iil help the or- 
gans in discharging their 
duties in a more effective 
way. 

But in my opinion, there 
is specific disproportionality 
in the state structure in the 
center and provinces. The 
creation, construction and 
growth of local organs of 
state power clearly do not 
cope with the needs of life 
and situation. In the past 
plenums too, I spoke about 
this fact, but the measures 
that have been taken in th- 
is connection are not suffi- 
cient. Today it is necessary 
that the central and provin- 
cial state and party organs 
should seriously and with 
decisive effort strengthen 
the local organs of state po- 
wer. In this connection, I 
consider it essential to men- 
tion the following points: 

L Under the circumstanc- 
es that our cadres, especial- 
ly in the provinces of the 
I country do not possess suf- 
| ficient organisational and 
planning experience, coor- 
dination in the actions of 
I the farty committees, local 
j organs of state power, soc- 
ial and mass organizations. 
■ the armed forces, the police 
force and the State Informa- 
tion Service is of specific 
importance. Such a coordin- 
ation is necessary foremost 
for the solution of the basic 
issue that is for the lasting 
stability and consolidation 
of revolutionary sovereign- 
ty. Furthermore, the crea- 
tion of coordination will pr- 
ovide the opportunity that 
other local issues will also 
he settled in a better man- 
ner. To ensure this end, he- 
adquarters have been esta- 
blished in the zones and pr- 
ovinces. The composition of 
the headquarters include 
heads of the above menti- 
oned departments. Of 
course. the headquar- 
ters do not replace 
the local state and 
party organs but will help 
in the planned and purpo- 
seful activities of these or- 
gans, and will gmde them 



in the solution of the unde- 
layable and important tasks. 

The sessions of these hea- 
• dquarters should be held re- 
gularly. The number of ses- 
sions is not the most impor- 
tant factor but it is the eff- 
ectiveness of these sessi- 
ons which is important. The 
sessions of the headquarters 
can be held at the request 
of one of its members in 
case when an issue requires 
the joint coordinated acti- 
on. The work of the headqu- 
arters should be guided by 
the chief of the HQ or by 
the head of the local organ 
of state power. 

Of course they are resp- 
onsible to get the approval 
of the party committees for 
all their actions. The life 
teaches that such HQs sho- 
uld be created in counties 
and sub-counties, and sho- 
uld be changed into a sch- 
ool of joint and friendly 
work on which all have ag- 
reed. The defence and jus- 
tice commission of the PD- 
PA CC has the duty to pre- 
pare the regulations of the 
Headquarters and to pres- 
ent it to the Politburo of 
the party. 

2. Counties and sub-coun- 
ties constitute important 
links in the system of the 
local organs of state pow- 
er and administration. This 
results from the fact that 
these organs are the most 
numerous parts of the state 
apparatus, and work in the 
depth of the masses and are 
considered as the joining 
links of the center with 
localities, and implements 
the mutual relation of the 
general state policy with the 
interests of localities. The 
department of local organs 
of state power and admini- 
stration, the organisation 
department of the PDPA 
CC. provincial party com- 
mittees, and the provincial 
governors should pay utm- 
ost attention to the filling 
up of local organs in the 
counties and sub-counties 
with cadres who are loyal 
to the revolution and should 
render specific and timely 
and effective assistance to 
the comrades who work in 
the counties and sub-coun- 
ties. The role of the Depar- 
tment of Local Organs of 
State Power and Administ- 
ration should be promoted 
in the center and at the low- 
er levels. 

3. The complete victory 
of our revolution without 
the active support of the 
majority of the people is 
imoossible. - The peasants 
form the majority of the pe- 
ople. The revolutionary go- 
vernment should exist in 
the villages directly, and 
the peasant masses should 
be mobilized for the imp- 
rovement of their own life. 

The traditional represen- 
tatives of the government 
in the villages is the Qarya- 
dar (village chief) who is 
elected by the people. At 
the present, the purpose is 
that the state authorities in 
the counties and suo-counti- 
r- should make urgent eff- 



orts to appoint yaryaaar in 
| the villages. It is necessary 
j to establish firm and lasting 
relations with these Qarya- 
dars, and their authoritiy 
should be recognized in due 
time. The Qaryadar should 
be rendered active, practi- 
cal and interested assistan- 
ce in the solution of the 
undelayable issues. It is 
totally clear that the lead- 
ership of the counties and 
sub-counties must not per- 
mit that the village power 
be usurped by the feudals. 
counter-revolutionaries or 
their agents. ■ The organs of 
state power in the provinces, 
counties and sub-counties sh- 
ould make use of the tra- 
ditional methods of self- 
governing m the interest of 
the normalisation of rela- 
tions and the strengthening 
of the state influence in the 
localities. 

Revolutionary sovereign- 
ty must appear in normal 
and tangible form to the pe- 
cple. The Revolutionary Co- 
uncil must study the issue 
deeply and should take spe- 
cific legal steps. All issues 
related to the creation and 
consolidation of revoluti- 
onary sovereignty in the 
localities must be dealt with 
due consideration and cal- 
culation of the local charac- 
teristics and traditions. 

Moreover, it is necessary 
to work more deeply and 
persistently in the area wh- 
ere tribal people reside. CI- 
«W and effective program- 
mes of cooperation and de- 
velopment, based on the 
mutual interest must be dr- 
afted. The basic principles 
of our policy in this regard 
nave been worked out in 
the programme of action of 
the party, decisions and 
resolutions of the plenum 
•of the PDPA CC and in a ' 
■number of other documents 
of the government. This 
-policy should be implement- 
ed on the basis of the exper- 
ience gained snd the legiti- 
mate demands of the other 
side. We believe that the 
interests of revolutionary 
power and the interests of 
tribes cannot disagree. As 
a general principle we ac- 
cept the traditional way of 
tribal. life, the adnrinistrat:- 
on of tribal affairs and the 
participation of the tribes in 
the defence of the indepen- 
dence of the country and 
pay thetn tribute. But it 
should be stated that today 
all the tribes and patriots 
of the country share the 
interest of the defence of 
the national sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of 
the country and the econo- 
mic progress of the home- 
land and the improvement 
of the living conditions of 
the people. In our opinion 
the only natural basis for 
having relations with the 
tribes is their loyalty to 
the country, the defence of 
the frontiers and their sin- 
cere cooperation with the 
revolutionary sovereignty. 
We see their participation in 
these relations in this con- 
text. 

The government of the 
DRA w»U continue its mater- 
ial and moral assistance he- 
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ncsafter too for the impro- 
vement of the We of the 
tribes, ensuring them from 
the viewpoint of necessary 
goods and commodities, re- 
ndering them technical, 
medical, veteroarian help 
and the creating of conditi- 
ons for educating their chil- 
dren and youth in the ins- 
titutes of the intermediate 
and higher learning of the 
DRA and abroad. 

We have resolved, in the 
interest of the better ut- 
ilization of the existing 
resources, to render eco-l 
nomic assistance to thti 
tribes, to coordinate the 
efforts and measures of 
all ministries and state" 
organs in localities and to', 
; create basic improvement 
j in the localities. It is nec- 
j essary to decisively imp- 
! rove the work of the 
j PDPA CC Commission for. 
| coordinating work with 
■ the tribes. In my view the 
i time has come that spec- 
: ific monetary and financial 
I allocations be made for 
! the solution of economic 
issues in tribal areas. 

On the political arena, 
it would be useful to give 
legal power to the agree- 
ments which are to be si- 
gned with tribes, and the 
obligations of the ' state 
and those of the tribes 
for safeguarding the sta- 
te frontiers must be taken 
into consideration in 
these agreement. It is ne- 
cessary to widely attract 
the elders and dignatories 
of the tribes to the work 
oi the local state organs, 
and should be recognized 
as official status and sho- 
uld be given regular sala- 
ries from the state bud- 
get. In our opinion, their 
most prestigious and mo- 
st prominent members 
should be included in 
the composition of the Re- 
volutionary Counail and 
in the composition of 
the National Fatherland 
Front 

I think that in coming 
two years that is in 1364 
fhe formation of tribal ji- 
rgahs as well as preparat- 
ion for the High Jirgah 
with the participation of 
Fash toon leaders will be- 
come possible. All these 
measures will provide the 
opportunity to establish 
all the issues related to 
the relations between the 
tribes and revolutionary 
sovereignty on a sound 
basis and to ensure their 
mutually beneficial solut- 
ion. 

Comrades. The entire 
work for the stabilization 
of the state power in the 
localities must be relied 
on the people and the att- 
raction of the elders, dig- 
natories, clergy and resp- 
ectable, patriotic, promi- 
nent and deserving indi- 
viduals. In solving some 
administrative issues, we 
are sometimes afraid to 
use the tradition and or- 
der which the people are 
accustomed to and the 
methods which the people 
themselves have worked 



out in the past In the me- 
an time it must be reme- 
mbered that revolutionary 
party is not a slave to 
the past traditions. Rely- 
ing on the good traditio- 
ns, the party fills the ve- 
ry traditions with new co- 
ntent. What do we mean 
by this? 

The purpose is to make 
use of the traditional me- 
thods of organising life 
and state power in the lo- 
calities and to arrange it 
in such a manner as to 
cope with the needs of the 
revolution so that it may 
assist in the solution of 
tne problems that exist 
This is also one of the 
most important duties of 
the party committees in 
tne counties, suo-couaties 
and the party organizat- 
ions in tne villages. This 
duty should be aischarg- 
eu wmi steaatastness, anu 
jperseverence,. This task 
,anouia oe carried out 
with patience and with- 
out tne utilization of dry 
duimiusirative memoes 
and tne nature of the 
measures taKen must be 
explained to the peasa- 
'nts. some times ago. the 
oo-re~*i iace ui tne CC or 
tne rum. .approved a 
resolution on tne promo- 
tion of the role and furth- 
er consolidation oi the co- 
unty and sub-county par- 
ty committees. 'JLfte res- 
olution provides for a nu- 
aj>er ot measures tor these 
links so that they may be 
•oie to consolidate revol- 
utionary sovereignty in 
tne localities, ana to ex- 
pand and deepen its rela- 
tions and links with mas- 
ses. During the execution 
of these, duties, the party 
committees must play the 
role of leadership and to 
assist the representatives 
oi the government and to 
rectify their actions. 

in all these events the 
role of publicity is very 
great Sow I do not speas 
of the entire problems 
which face PDPA . in • 
this connection. As you 
know the ninth plenum 
of the PDPA CC evalua- 
ted in detail the ideolog- 
ical and propaganda wo- 
rk of the party as a wh- 
ole, and took necessary 
decisions in this connect- 
ion. But it can be clearly 
stated that the execut- 
ion of these decision* ha- 
ve not been satisfactory 
in connection with the 
requirement of the cou- 
ntry. 

Vast masses of the peo- 
ple in the rural areas still 

do not eet enough im*— . 
mation on the true cont- 
ents of our decisions and 
measures. Ideologic org- 
ans of the party must put 
into practice the duties 
entrusted to them by the 
ninth plenum. The most 
important and undelayb- 
le tasks in this connection 
have been outlined in the 
document in your posse- 
ssion. 

I must state that the 
various forms of the ide- 
ological work must be 
directed at the vast ma- 
sses and they must be 



helped to understand the 
situation and to be conv- 
erted into conscientious 
and active participants of 
the revolutionary procesx. 

The main task here 
is to directly work with 
the people and have face 
to face talks between pa- 
rty and government off- 
icials at all levels with 
the people and carry out 
indefatiguable explanatory 
and publicity work in all 
localities. The living, exp- 
licit and correct words 
of the party must be rais- 
ed every where, perpetua- 
lly and effectively. Unl- 
ess this is realised we 
will not be able to capture 
the hearts and the heads 
of the people. 

In this connection soc- 
ial popular organizations 
play great and responsib- 
le role. During the time 
that has elapsed the tra- 
de unions, Democratic or- 
ganization of Afghan Yo- 
uth. Democratic Organi- 
zation of Afghan Wom- 
en. Cooperatives, Unions 
of creative intellectuals 
etc. have all expanded and 
consolidated. The National 
Fatherland Front as 
the united organized sy- 
stem of these organizati- 
ons and as the widest mass 
organizations has been 
created and is growing. 
Expressing my satisfaction 
for the work that has be- 
en made. I would like to 
speak on two principled 
issues: 

1. Mass organizations 
are the inseparable part 
of the political system of 
our society. In the final 
analysis the basic duty 
of these organisations is 
the consolidation of the 
very political system th- 
rough related means. Wh 
at does our word mean 
specifically? It means th- 
at social mass organizati- 
ons must live in accorda- 
nce with the interest of 
the people and work am- 
ong the people, enlighter. 
the people politically and 
mobilize them for the de- 
velopment and defence of 
the revolution. The acti- 
vities of these organizat- 
ions must be directed at 
the expansion of the soc- 
ial pillars of the revolu- 
tion, the isolation and el- 
imination of counter-rev- 
olution, the reconstruction 
and improvement of .the 
work of economic organ- 
izations, further consoli- 
dation of the unity of the 
party and strengthening of 
the revolutionary sover- 
eignty of the toilers of 
the country. 

If we correctly assess 
the activities of social or- 
ganizations from this sin- 
gle point of view, I shou- 
ld admit that the maj- 
ority of them have not 
begun these duties and as 
a whole they have not 
released themselves from 
their organizational fra- 
mework. While it is the 
time that these organizat- 
j ions must, with greater co- 
urage and effectiveness, 
promote their role in the 
society and in the consoli- 
dation of the revolution- 
ary political system. 



; 2. The forces of social 
j organization are influenc- 
ed by the party and are 
guided by the party. Th- 
is fact ensures the corre- 
ct direction of the actions 
adopted by the social or- 
ganizations and creates 
coordination between th- 
em. I once again state 
that only the existence of 
the social organizations is 
not sufficient, but it is 
lecessary that these organ- 
izations should work to- 
gether, and should be ti- 
ed to each other just li- 
ke the fingers of one ha- 
nd. 

Party committees and 
organizations must alw- 
ays be aware of the act- 
ivities of the trade Unio- 
ns, Democratic Organiza- 
.tions of Afghan Youth 
and Women, the National 
Fatherland Front and 
must ask the party mem- 
bers who work in these 
organizations about the 
situation and activities. 

Comrades, the problems 
of the economic growth 
has been the focal point 
of attention of the party 
and revolutionary power 
in the capital. The previ- 
ous plenum, that is the 
eleventh plenum of the 
CC was wholly dedicated 
to this issue and now par- 
tv committees and organ- 
izations have started the 
execution of these decis- 
ions. The life is a witness 
that the duties outlined 
■re all realistic and pra- 
ctical. For instance if the 
plan is correctly implem- 
ented, electric energy pr- 
oduction will see rise of 
33%, natural gas 10%, ce- 
ment production 11%, wo- 
ol textiles 6% and produ- 
ction of wheat flour 38% 
over those of the • year 
1357. This year the spr- 
ing cultivation campaign 
has been successfully co- 
mpleted, and better har- 
vest than previous years 
is hoped for. 

It is our duty that party 
committees and local or- 
gans of state power, all 
ministries, and governme- 
nt organizations, *as well 
4-5 social organizations mu- 
st pave the ground for 
orderly and friendly work 
of the toilers and ensure 
the execution of the tas- 
ks and achievement of 
the objectives uncondit- 
ionally. ■ / 

I take this opportunity 
and on behalf of the Pol- 
itburo of the Central Co- 
mmittee. I thank all those 
heads of ministries, orga- 
nizations and provinces 
who have devised and im- 
plemented effective mea- 
sures and actions for the 
effective use of product- 
ive forces and ensured 
the uninterrupted work 
of the organisations and 
institutions dealing with 
production of energy, ir- 
rigation, transport and co- 
mmunication. 

Tn the mean time it 
can not be left unstated 
that in some provinces de- 
lays are made in the dev- 
ise and implementation of 
specific plans for the rea- 
lization of the decisions 



erf the plenum. It is very 
important to make full 
use of the local resour- 
ces. Without waiting for 
instruction Initiative and 
steadfastness must be sho- 
wn in '&e reconstruction 
of organizations which 
have been destroyed and 
in completion of the work 
of projects already start- 
led. - 

Greater attention should 
be paid to various forms of 
cooperation and this is an 
important means of render- 
ing the economic life in 
localities more active. The 
Politbureau has specifically 
approved a document in 
this connection for the pra- 
ctical implementation of 
which party committees, or- 
.gansof the state power and 
social organisations must 
carry out more serious wo- 
rk. 

It is necessary to work for 
the attraction of private ca- 
pital and the creation of pr- 
actical and useful coopera- 
tion so that the duties plac- 
ed by the state must be 
j carried oat unconditionally. 
In a short time, special le- 
gislative and other meas- 
ures should be adopted for 
the activation of private 
sector and their attraction 
m the growth of the econo- 
my of the country. 

I have to specifically men- 
tion the problem of transp- 
orting goods and commodit- 
ies to the provinces and 00- 
. unties. This is an important 
and vital issue but we carry 
out this chore very badly 
and with difficulty. There is 
only one way: The armed 
forces, the police force and 
the State Information Ser- 
vice must organize the pro- 
jection of transportational 
convoys and facilities. They 
should include their own 
- vehicles in the transport of 
important goods and cargo 
! and should prepare and put 
in practice monthly transp- 
ortation plan. 

Now we discuss a very rm- 
oortsnt issue, namely the 
land and water reforms. We 
P»v great attention to this 
point, we speak a great deal 
•bout it but it is iinptemen- 
»ed very unsatisfactorily 
There are a number of sub- 
jective and objective fact- 
" ors involved. Without go- 
ing to the detafls, I would 
like to say that in the com- 
ing 2*3 months legal docu- 
ments will come into exis- 
tence and the practice of 
realisation of land reforms 
will be profoundly sorutini- 
xed and necessary changes 
will be brought in them. 

But the main issue is the 
same and it is the interest 
of the toiling peasant mas- 
! ses in the embodyment of 
1 laws and judiciary 
t documents related to land 
1 and water reforms, which 
1 must be seriously ensured 
i during the execution of the- 
se reforms. 

• The anti-feudal attitude 
of the land reforms must be 
expressed more clearly and 
explicitly, and must be imp- 
lemented in practice with 
greater persistency: 
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Similarly th« monetary 
aspect of the issue must be 
altered from the root. For 
instance at present if a far-- 
mer who owns 21 to 25 je- 
ribs.of land, wants to regis- 
ter his ownership right and 
obtain the land ownership 
<iocuments, must pay ab- 
out 20 thousand Afghanis. 
This part has been copied 
from the past laws which 
roust be changed in the in- 
terest of the toiling pea- 
sants. 

In general we should ma- 
ke sure that the methods. ■ 
procedures and all mecha- 
nisms of land reform comp- 
ly with its ' demo- 
cratic nature, they 
roust be tangible to the far- ' 
roers and peasants and sh- 
ould encompass the specific 
conditions of the provinces. 
The secretariat of the PDPA 
CC roust establish serious 
and close control over the 
ministries and organisations 
which share this work. 

Comrades, we carry out 
oar undelayable tasks in 
the field of economic, and 
cultural construction under 
very difficult and complicat- 
ed c ii c u nistances. 

During the time that has 
elapsed since the convocati- 
on of the country-wide con- 
ference of the PDPA. im- 
perialism and regional reac- 
tion have increased their 
pressures on our frontiers, 
and have intensified their 
interventions in the internal 
affairs of our country. A 
number of the citizens of 
the country, due to the fear 
of counter-revolutionaries 
are still living in doubt or 
continue their support of 
the counter-revolutionary 
elements. Because of this 
the sphere of activities of 
the party ranks and revo- 
lutionary sovereignty in so- 
me of the counties is tem- 
porarily limited. 

Under such circumstanc- 
es, the party, the governm- 
ent of the DRA and all the 
patriots of the country are 
obliged, to direct their att- 
ention to the consolidation 
of the armed forces. 



The defence of the revo- 
lution and the country is our 
sacred duty. Under the con- 
ditions of the undeclared 
war imposed on us. serv- 
ing in the armed forces, 
and assistance to it. is 
the duty of all party and 
state organisations and so- 
cial organisations of the co- 
untry and the duty of each 
and every patriot of the co- 
untry. The best sons of the 
homeland must serve in the 
armed forces and must tak-> 
part in the defence of the 
national independence and 
sovereignty, territorial inte- 
grity and revolutionary tra- 
nsformations. 

We have achieved impor- 
tant victories in the defen- 
ce of the homeland and con- 
solidation of the armed for- 
ces. The soldiers and offi- 
cers of the armed force? 
the police and KHAD (Sta- 
te Information Servicesl ha- 
ve dealt strong blows t<> 



the armed counter revoluti- 
onary bands and the agents 
of imperialism and reaction 
which are dispatched from 
abroad. During the past 
five months, great many of 
the rebels have been crush- 
ed, great quantities of wea- 
pons have been captured 
and great number of their 
bases have been annihilated. 

At the present there exists 
no armed band which could 
be called as a large - band of 
the enemy. Our armed for- 
ces are equipped with all 
implements needed for the 
execution of their duties. 
Their organisational affairs 
have improved their com- 
bat ability, and their fire 
strength and technical pre- 
paredness have grown. Our 
commanders and officers 
have gained necessary ex- 
perience and have been tem- 
pered. Our proud political 
workers convey the facts, 
the words of our party to 
the masses of soldiers and 
strengthen the links of the 
armed forces, the police fo- 
rce and Khad with the toi- 
lers and patriots of the co- 
untry. The large and unpre- 
cedented • assistance of the 
powerful Soviet Union, our 
friend and brother is witnes- 
sed in all our victories. 

Now permit me to speak 
about a number of key iss- 
ues in the military structure 
and foremost those issu- 
es which are common to 
all sectors of the armed for- 
ces. 

The question of strength- 
ening the party leadership 
of the armed forces, raising 
the combat ability of the ar- 
med forces, the police and 
Khad in the struggle ag- 
ainst the counter revolution 
have been the center of at- 
tention of the PDPA CC. 
We rely on the following 
statement of the leader of 
the world proletariat. 

"Just like other institu- 
tions, the policy of milita- 
ry administration is imple- 
mented on the basis of the 
general directives and inst- 
ructions issued by the party 
and its central committee 
and are directly controlled 
by it." The precise pursu- 
ance of this fact guarantees 
our victory and is the only 
correct way to defend the 
beloved country. The .minis- 
tries of defence, and inte- 
rior and the department of 
.State Information Services, 
provincial party committee 
and local organs of state po- 
wer must adopt all sided 
measures for the uncondi- 
tional execution of the po- 
- licy of the party for the 
consolidation of the armed 
forces. 

In this connection. I wo- 
uld like to make it dear 
that sound and rational re- 
lations of cooperation and 
retrospective combat 
action should be cr- 
eated between the mi- 
litary departments and or- 
ganisations and all types oi 
military ranks, between the 
armed forces, the police fo- 
rce and the Khad as well 



as between them and the 
military units of the patr- 
iots which have been newlv 
created in our country. This 
is very ioaoortant. For ns 
not only the strengthening 
of. the armed forces is ne- 
cessary but the question of 

% creating precise coordina- 
tion of action and mutual 
cooperation between them 

• is also very important from 
the operation point of view 
and from the general poli- 
tical point of view. A relia- 
ble defence of the coun- 
try can be created only on 
the basis of organic link of 
the people and the armed 
forces which has been infl- 
uenced and joined by the 
party. The specific measu- 
res that have been devised 
by the political bureau for 
the current year and a copy 
of which you have with 
you, must also be dealt w" 
in the same manner. As 
you can see this system in- 
cludes a wide spectrum of 
measures for recruitment 
and enlistment in the armed 
forces and in the police for- 
ce, improvement of the ma- 
terial foundation, strength- 
ening of frontier forces, str- 
engthening of the security 
of economic institutions and 
foremost the security of 
the Afghan-Soviet coopera- 
tion institutes which form 
the key institutes of our 
economy as well as raising 
the level of combat ability 
•f the military units of the 
patriots. 

The fostering of political 
party and educatory work 
among the staff of the arm- 
ed forces plays important 
role in the activities for con- 
solidating the armed forces. 
It is necessary to ensure 
perpetual political matur- 
ing of the soldiers and offi- 
cers, their loyalty to the ca- 
use of revolution and their 
valour and steadfastness in 
war. This work constitutes 
the main direction of the 
activities of the political or- 
gans and party organisati- 
ons in the armed forces. Th- 
erefore greater attention 
should be paid to the stren- 
gthening of the party org- 
anisations and the- attracti- 
on of greater number of 
soldiers and cadets to the 
ranks of the party. Because 
even now their number in 
the party is small. It must 
not be forgotten that the 
strengthening of pary and 
political work is the main 
factor of discipline and com- 
bat preparedness. 

Political organs and par- 
ty organisations of the ar- 
med forces must show gr- 
eater initiative in strength- 
ening relations with local 
party organisations. In the 
mean time, party organisa- 
tions, local state organs 
and social organisations ha- 
ve the duty to organize and 
expand wide political and 
organisational work for im- 
parting patriotic military 
training to the youth and 
preparing them for service 
m the ranks of the armed 
forces. It should be stated 
that at the present there 
has been no satisfactory pr- 



ogress in this connection. 
The special plan drafted 
for this purpose and aimed 
at the coordination of eff- 
orts of state, party and so- 
cial organisations in this re- 
gard is being implemented 
very slowly. This state of 
affairs must be ended. 

Comrades, the basic in- 
terests of our people and 
their desire for ceasing bl- 
oodshed and establishing a 
lasting peace requires the 
further consolidation of the 
armed forces. At the pres- 
ent we are closely approa- 
ching this end. Hundreds 
of armed groups who in the 
past were engaged in frat- 
ricidal war and had taken 
their trenches with the ene- 
my, have now laid down th- 
eir arms, have started dia- 
logues with revolutionary 
power and are returning f 
peaceful work and the con- 
struction of the society. In 
many instances they, after 
realizing the truth and jus- 
tness of our party, revo- 
lution and state, and realis- 
ing the futility of resistance, 
have joined the ranks of 
the armed forces and are 
compensating their past 
errors. Under the circums- 
tances that the superiority 
of our armed forces ana 
our inevitable victory is 
clear for every body who 
has eyes. I consider it ne- 
cessary to state the follow- 
ing points: 

First of all the consolida- 
tion of our armed forces in 
no case convey the meaning 
that we have resolved to 
rely on military force in 
the future. It is not so at 
all. The victory of revoluti- 
on overthe counter-revolu- 
tion can be achieved by the 
coordination and rational 
use of the various forms 
and methods of peaceful 
and violent means by the 
revolutionary power. We 
resolutely support the pea- 
ceful method of the norma- 
lisation of the situation. The 
thought of nation-wide pea- 
ce and security all over Af- 
ghanistan which has been 
reiterated by the nation- 
wide conference of our p 
rty. is a witness to this claim 
of curs. This thought is ba- 
sed on the invitation for the 
ending of bloodshed and re- 
fraining from the use of 
weapons during the settle- 
ment of the existing dispu- 
tes. Our action is also a tes- 
timony to our claim: Dec- 
laration of amnesty for tho- 
se who have abandoned ar- 
med struggle against thr 
homeland and the coun- 
try, humane treatment r of 
thorc who have been drawn 
to this struggle by force, 
threat, intimidation or de- 
ception of the counter-revo- 
lution. 

Finally, in the future 
we give too preference to 
the many agreements and 
accords reached with the 
ex-heads of the armed 
groups. These accords ha- 
ve always been observed 
by our revolutionary po- 
wer showing the final vi- 



But the point is that 
the selection of ways, me- 
thods and means of strug- 
gle for the normalisation 
of stituation and ensura- 
nce o f full peac e is not 
up "To us alone. "It ine 
hostile forces impose on 
us war we should accept 
this challenge and sho- 
uld emerge victorious in 
this war. 

The main aim behind 
our military build-up is 
to confidently defend our 
independence and the te- 
rritorial integrity of our 
beloved homeland. All 
the measures adopted for 
the consolidation of the 
armed forces are directed 
at this point. These mea- 
sures are compulsory and 
are a response to the un- 
declared war and broad 
and organised interferen- 
ce in our internal affairs. 

Now there is nothing 
more important in the 
world than the defence 
of peace. This is of the 
greatest value for all hu- 
manity and in the last an- 
alysis for preservation of 
the life on our planet. 

It is for this completely 
lawful cause that in these 
days anti-war movement 
and struggle against the 
unlogical aggressive pol- 
icy of imperialism have 
unprecedently been exp- 
anded in all continents and 
countries and have attr- 
acted hundreds and hund- 
reds of millions of peo- 
ple. In front of this stru- 
ggle for peace stands the 
community of socialist co- 
untries headed by the pe- 
ace banner bearer the So- 
viet Union. As you know 
the shining manifestation 
of the determination for 
ensuring peace in our 
globe was the World As- 
sembly for Peace and Life 
and Against the Danger 
of Nuclear War which 
was convened some days 
ago in Prague. The deleg- 
ation of the DRA which 
was a big one as far as 
its composition and nu- 
mber played its * worthy 
role in this assembly in 
the common struggle for 
peace. 

The Democratic Repu- 
blic of Afghanistan as a 
sovereign and non-aligned 
country will follow active 
policy of peace and cons- 
olidation and growth of 
international cooper ati on 
in the future. We have 
consolidated our friend- 
ship, and. fraternal relat- 
ions and revolutionary 
solidarity with our great 
neighbour the Soviet Un- 
ion and other socialist co- 
untries and all progress- 
ive forces of the world 
and will do so in the fut- 
ure too. 

We point out with righte- 
ous honour and pride that 
our revolution and the 
DRA Government enjoy 
ever-greater support and 
recognition in the inter- 
national arena. Only du- 
ring the past year we es- 
tablished diplomatic rel- 
ations with three other 
countries namely Nicara- 
gua, Grenada and Loas. 



ctory of right and justice Today, our country have 

over wrong and lie. 
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diplomatic relations with 
almost 70 countries. Lik- 
ewise, the international 
relations of the party ha- 
ve expanded with almost 
50 communist, workers* 
and revolutionary dem- 
ocratic parties, national 
liberation movements and 
organisations. 
We are prepared to estab- 
lish and develop relations 
and mutually useful coo- 
perations, based on equal 
rights, with all countries 
regardless of their social 
and political system.:. Th- 
is stand is also true with 
regard to the neighbour- 
ing countries Pakistan, 
Iran and China. But un- 
fortunately active use 
from these countries for 
armed aggression agsnist 
our revolutionary coun- 
try and flagrant interv- 
ention in the internal af- 
fairs of our country are 
continuing. 

The organising and in- 
spiring force behind the 
main part of the undec- 
lared war against our 
people and DRA Gover- 
nment is the United St- 
ates of America. The Re- 
agan administration has 
practically escalated its 
shameful intervention 
in the internal affairs of 
our country at state poli- 
cy level. 

These events and other ne- 
gative events are seriously 
aggravating the situation 
around Afghanistan and 
in the region is whole. 
We have profound con- 
viction that the real way 
for the solution of the si- 
tuation around Afghanist- 
an is shown in the peace 
proposals of the Democr- 
atic Republic of Afgh- 
anistan dated Saur 24 
1359 (May 14. 19.W and 
Sunbula 2, 1360 (August 
24. 1981). 

Times has demonstrat- 
ed the urgency and rea- 
lity of these proposals. We 
have repeatedly said and 
repeat again that there is 
no other alternative for 
the solution of all problems 
except that at the nego- 
tiation round table. 



The most important way 
for the solution of the iss- 
ues related to the situat- 
ion around Afghanistan 
and maintaining of peace 
and security in the region 
is holding of serious and 
practical talks with the 
government of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Afg- 
hanistan. As far as it co- 
ncerns us we are 
prepared for this and we 
have necessary political 
decisiveness and the goo- 
dwill required in this con- 
nection. ' 
Comrades, 

The main task of our 
plenum is to work out 
and endorse measures for 
solving the undelavable 
economic, political, social 
and defensive problems 
on the basis of Drofound 
analysis and serious dis- 
cussion and ailsided and 
practical studv of the co- 
mplex plan. In the last 
analysis this compiex plan 
embodies all affairs con- 
cerning normalisation of 



situation and ensuring of 
the nationwide peace and 
security in the country. 

The implementation of 
this plan is the sacred du- 
ty"of all party committ- 
ees and organisations. Co- 
uncil of Ministers, mini- 
stries, departments end 
state power organs in ' 
localities. In this context 

it is very important to 
organise friendly and jo- 
int work because the co- 
operation of party and 
state in the daily work can 
only implement the plan 
as a whole- 
Party committees are 
dutybound to excercise se- 
rious and strong control 
over the execution of this 
plan and make principled 
investigation from those 
who act without initiative 
and achieve no specific 
and tangible results in 
their areas. 

The main point is to co- 
ncentrate allout attent- 
ion to the dynamic org- 
anisational work. Our pa- 
rty and state organs mos- 
tly adopt very important 
decisions but we could 
not have fully organised 
men to implement them 
unconditionally and we 
could not " have es- 
tablished control over 
the execution of these de- 
cisions. This state of 
affairs makes us obliged 
to always improve and 
complete our work meth- 
ods and activity and lea- 
rn the principle of bett- 
er working, revolutionary 
working and specific wo-, 
rking. 

Comrades, 

Permit me to wish you 
all success in performing 
your high and responsible 
jobs. 

Despite difficulties our 
party forges ahead. 
We triumph. 



RESOLUTION OF THE 12th 
PDPA PLENUM 
KMT 7/7/83 

Following U the res- 
olution oi the 12th plen- 
um of the Central Com- 
mittee of the People's 
Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan on the situ- 
ation in the country and 
the outstanding tasks of 
the party and state power. 

Dated: Saratan 13, 
1361 (July 3, 1383) 

The plenum of the Ce- 
ntral Committee of the 
PDPA heard and studied 
the report of Comrade 
Babrak Karmal and wh- 
olly reaffirmed its prov- 
ision and conclusions and 
invites the party and the 
people to take them into 
consideration as guidline 
for their action' and 
put them into effect for 
the growth and develop- 
ment of the revolution, 
prosperity and blossoming 
of our beloved homeland. 



The plenum paints out 
with satisfaction that the 
PDPA and the DRA gov- 
ernment, despite difficul- 
ties and obstacles created 
by the destructive agents 
of counter-revolution and 
international reaction, 
have achieved more vie-, 
tories after the convening 
of the countrywide conf- 
erence of the party with 
the active participation 
and support of masses of 
people in normalising the 
situation in the country. 
As a leading force of 
the society, the PDPA is 
growing and getting' con- 
solidated. Its unity and 
ties with the people are 
increasing. 

Under the leadership of 
the DPPA. our new poli- 
tical revolutionary syst- 
em which includes broad 
social organisations, that 
is, the National Fatherl- 
and Front, trade unions, 
Democrtic Youth Organ- 
isation, Women's Democ- 
■ ratic Organisation of 
Afghanistan, cooperative 
unions and the like, is 
functioning confidently. 

The work of state power 
organs both in the capi- 
tal and the localities is 
performed more effective- 
ly and more fruitfully. 
Party committees, state 
organs and social organi- 
sations are more vigorou- 
sly and specifically carry- 
ing out the economic re- 
habilitation tasks, impl- 
ementation of porductive 
projects and manageme- 
nt of transportation aff- 
airs in a better manner. 
Their responsibilties are 
enhancing for the perf- 
ormance of planned dut- 
ies. As a result of the st- 
rive made by the party, 
the state and the people, 
the threat of breakdown 
of the economy has been 
removed. Despite great 
difficulties, the definite 
level of industrial and ag- 
ricultural production has 
been preserved and the 
public needs fulfilled. The 
selfless economic assista- 
nce and cooperations of 
the Soviet Union, this 
great and united friend 
of ours, help us in a great 
scale. 

Counter-revolution and 
international reaction co- 
uld not change the pro- 
cess of the development 
of Afghanistan towards 
allout progress which has 
been achieved since the 
victory of the Saur Rev- 
olution. Our party and re- 
volutionary government 
have been persistently 
working for the consolid- 
ation of the achieved vic- 
tories, consolidation of 
the armed forces, attract- 
ion of patriotic masses in 
defence of the revolution 
and strengthening of rev- 
olutionary sovereignty in 
the localities. 

At present, the plenum 
considers that there is a 
need for the concentration 
of the efforts of the party, 
state power organs and all 
mass soical organisations 
for the solution, of the 
undlayable issues lying 
before the people and the , 
homeland and for the re- 
moval of shortcomings and 
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defects which do exist in 
the party, state, econom- 
ic and military structures 
and in the methods and 
style of our Work. The 
plenum points out that th- 
ere still exist to some ex- 
tend evidence of lack of 
harmoney in the party ra- 
nks, signs of unreasonble 
and foundless distrust and 
discooperation. 

Some party committ- 
ees still ignore the facts 
which reveal the unwill- 
ingness and incapability 
of certain party members 
in conection with the com- 
mon and friendly organ- 
isational work for the rea- 
lisation of the party pol- 
icy, decisions and resolu- 
tions of the countrywide 
conference of the party 
and plenums of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the 
PDPA. 

The political Work of 
the party, particularly its 
publicity work among 
the masses, is not in com- 
pliance with the present 
demands. Most of the par- 
ty and social organisatio- 
ns, leading employees of 
the party and state org- 
ans like in the past do 
not pay necessary attent- 
ion to the consolidation of 
the ties between the 
party and the masses and 
show no activeness in 
this conection. 

The situation in some of 
the regions of the country 
still remains tense. The par- 
ty committees and state po- 
wer organs could not fully 
completed the task aimed at 
the defeat of armed coun- 
ter-revolution. Thev could 
not have ensured peaceful 
conditions and security for 
the inhabitants. 

Issues pertaining to the 
establishment of state po- 
wer organs in villages have 
not been practically solved 
from the legal and organisa- 
tional point of view. It is 
because of this fact that 
the daily contacts between 
the leading party and state 
organs with the great ma- 
jority of the people have 
not achieved an adequate 
and endurable character. 
The party influence in sol- 
ving the undelayable eco- 
nomic problems is still weak. 

The party committees, pa- 
rty organisations of various 
ministries and departments, 
and social organisations ha- 
ve unactively treated the 
solution of economic prob- 
lems and have shown unne- 
cessary inactiveness in rea- 
lisation of the resolutions 
of the 11th plenum of the 
CC of the PDPA and the 
measures which have been 
adopted for the revival and 
growth of production and 
improvement of the lot of 
the public. 

The combat operations 
of the party and state and 
the organisational task for 
creation and consolidation 
of a confident defence sys- 
tem of the revolution and 
the homeland, call for de- 
cisive irforoveraent and fur- 
ther consolidation of the ar- 
mv. oolice and State Infor- 



mation Services. Serious sh- 
ortcomings still exist in 
the work of political train- 
ing among the members of 
armed forces and consolid- 
ation of ties and mutual 
cooperation between them 
and masses of people, defen- 
ce revolutionary groups and 
self-defence groups. Regi- 
onal and tribal forces are 
not fully attracted towards 
the defence of the revoluti- 
on and the homeland. 

Shortcomings and defects 
in our work are the results 
of the low level of investi- 
gation and demand of the 
cadres for realisation of the 
tasks entrusted by the party 
committees and Central Co- 
mmittee's offices. There 
have been poor manage- 
ment and discipline in most 
party organisations. Non- 
critical treatment with re- 
gard to the evaluation of the 
results of activities carried 
out is still continuing like 
in the past. Lack of puni- 
shment in cases of violation 
of the norms of party life 
which undermines the par- 
ty unity and also in cases 
of lack of activity is still 
witnessed. 

The plenum of the Centr- 
al Committee of the PDPA 
approves that: 

1. The provision and con- 
clusions of the report of 
Comrade Babrak Karmal. 
General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the 
PDPA should be assumed 
as milestone of action and 
carried out without any con- 
ditions. 

All party committees and 
party and social organisati- 
ons and all party members 
are obligated to prepare gr- 
ounds for the implementa- 
. tion of work plan in connec- 
tion with improvement of 
organisational and political 
work of the party and state 
power which are totally ba- 
sed on the provision of the 
report of Comrade Babrak 
Karmal. The plan of action 
is approved (Appendix). 

2. The effort and atten- 
tion of all party, DRA go- 
vernment, mass social org- 
anisations and local party 
and state organs should be 
directed at normalisation of 
situation in the country in 
the shortest possible period. 

For this purpose : 

— Work should be persis- 
tently continued for further 
consolidation of the party, 
unity and discipline within 
the ranks of the party and 
enhancement of the party's - 
leading role in the society 
and the state. 

— The policy designed 
for the consolidation of the 
state power organs both in 
the capital and the localit- 
ies should be carried on 
purposefully. The activity 
of the state apparatus sho- 
uld always be completed 
and proper facilities be pro- 
vided so as to cope in an 
increased manner, with 
the needs and demands ot 
toilers, and the state ma- 
chinery should be consoli- 
i dated with the cadres loy- 
al to the revolution and 



feudal and bureaucratic tra- 
ditions and customs should 
be done away with. 

— Continuing growth of 
the influence and control 
of party over the activity 
of the state apparatus and 
state power organs should 
be ensured in the localities. 

— Special attention sho- 
uld be paid to the estabil- 
rbment of state power in 
villages and effective help 
•hould be rendered to their 
worthy representatives. 

— In order to draw the 
worthy representatives of 
tr:b;s. nationalities ind cl- 
ans to the state power or- 
gans, continuing and per- 
sistent work should be car- 
ried o:it. 

— The role and responsi- 
bility of party committees 
and party and social organi- 
sations and state organs 
should be enhanced for the 
solution of drastic and ur- 
gent tasks of the revival and 
jrowth of industrial and ag- 
ricultural productions, and 
implementation of transpor- 
tation, communications, so- 
cial and cultural projects. 
Greater use should be 
made of economic resources 
and possibilities existing In 
the localities. 

— The armed forces sho- 
uld be consolidated as a co- 
nfident buffer and efforts 
should be made that the ar- 
med forces should cope, to 
a full extent, with their 
high aims. 

— The status and authori- 
ty of the defenders of the 
homeland should be prom- 
oted and their organic and 
living ties should be conso- 
lidated with the people. Is- 
sues pertaining to the def- 
ensive work and patriotic 
military training of youth 
should always be placed - at 
the focal point cf attention 
and activity of party com- 
mittees and organisations. 

3. The activity of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the PD- 
PA and the DRA governm- 
ent in the arena of foreign 
policy is confirmed. Persis- 
tent and ourposeful strug- 
gle rhould be carried on in 
the future for maintaining 
confident peaceful condi- 
t : ons fcr the realisation of 
the aims and duties of the 
Saur Revolution, for nor- 
malisation of the situation 
arevnd Afghanistan throu- 
gh peaceful and political 
means based . on policy of 
peaceful co-existence, non- 
alignment and good-neigh- 
bourliness. 

The Central Committee 
of the PDPA is fully confi- 
dent that the party and 
thr. rcople will further press 
their lines around the Cen- 
tral Committee and the 
DRA government and will 
explore all possibilities to 
put the decisions and the 
retolutions of the plenum 
into practice. 

Ejbrak Karroal. 

Ceneral Secretary of thr- 

PDPA CC. 
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1 "65% of the 
| members of 
I the party 
| are at or 
| below the 
| age of 30." 
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The youth of the country realising the righteousness of the Saur na- 
tional and democratic revolution are joining the ranks of the armed forces 



with every passing day and arc dealing crushing blows to the counter-revo 
lution exported from abroad. 7/31 (no photo credit given! 
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iJl^lf 8th plenum of the DYOA central committee. 



V(Photo: Bakhtar) 
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KNT CHRONOLOGY 



Cont. from p. 38 



-JQEFERMENT LAW (KNT 8/4) 



8/6 - Moh'd Rafiq, an Afridi, was released 
from prison on 8/4 at the request of Af- 
ridi tribesmen who promised to cooperate 
with the DRA Gov't. 

- Kabul Nendari plans to stage 6 plays 
this year. "The number of artistic actors 
of the Afghan Nendary reaches a total of 
20. This many number of actors can hardly 
meet the needs & tastes of our arts-loving 
people." Hence, 50 more actors are being 
trained. 

8/7 - Severe floods "from the rapid falls 
of Paghman Valley... and the Maidan Shahr of 
Wardak Province "destroyed houses and damaged 
farm lands & orchards on 8/5. The Kabul- 
Paghman highway was washed out, a dam near 
Qalar Malik was destroyed and parts of Kabul 

were flooded. 

■ 

8/9 - Bakhtar Afghan Airlines has carried 
19,000 passengers since 3/21/83. Bakhtar 
has 6 Antonov aircraft, 2 Yak 40s & 2 Twin 
Otters. 

8/10 - Ariana technicians repaired the 
Boeing 727. "The repair & maintenance work 
carried out by Afghan engineers at inter- 
national standard has saved Ariana Afghan 
Airlines about $60,000." The weekend 
schedule is as follows: 



Friday and Saturday Air- 
lines programme: 

Ariana Afghan Airlines 
Boeing 727 will depart Ka- 
bul for Tashkent and Mos- 
cow tomorrow (Friday) at 
9.00 — a.m. and will return 
to Kabul at 10.00— a.m. 
Saturday. 



Ariana Afghan Airlines 
DC-10 will leave Kabul for 
Delhi tomorrow (Saturday) 
at 11.00— a.m. and will co- 
me back at 8.00 — a.m. mor- 
ning similarly Boeing 727 
will department Kabul for 
Amritsar tomorrow (Satur- 
day) at 10.30— a.m. and will 
return to Kabul at 8.30— 
Sunday morning. 



8/13 - Afghan Hajis will receive help with 
Haj expenses from the DRA. Expenses are 
Afs. 87,117 but each Haji will pay only Afs 
60,000. This -year pilgrims will not have 
to pay the Afs. 6,000 "service commission" 
to the Islamic Affairs Dept. nor make the 
customary Afs. 1,000 donation to the Red 
Crescent Society. 
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KABUL. August 4 (Ba- 
khtar)— The Presidium 
of the Revolutionary Co- 
uncil of DRA in accordan- 
ce with the provision of 
Article 44 of the DRA's 
Fundamental Principles 
with regard to the amen- 
dment number No 3 of 
the Military Service law 
approves: 

Article one: Article 
55 of the military serv- 
ice law has been amend- 
ed as follows: 

Deferment from the mi- 
litary service for the pur- 
pose of continuation of tr- 
aining would be granted 
to the following persons 
under recruitment: 

1/ To the students of 
the institutions of higher 
education uptill the end 
of education period and 
two years after the com- 
pleion period of their ed- 
ucation provided that the 
graduates qualified under 
the conditions of recruit- 
ment for military service 
perform duties in the im- 
portant fileds of national 
economy on the basis of 
urgent requirement and 
on the basis of their field 
of specialization for the 
period of two years in ac- 
cordance with the assign- 
ment made by the Minis- 
tries and the related De- 
partments, in the enterpr- 
ises and government ins- 
titutions serving in the 
provinces. 

Persons who for failure 
in the school or for the 
breach of discipline rem- 
ain for two consecutive 
years in the same class 
and those who upon com- 
pletion of education refuse 
to perform their duties in 
the provinces or change 
their duties optionally or 
become discharged of th- 
eir duties shall be depri- 
ved from the right of de- 
ferment and shall be rec- 
ruited for performing th- 
eir military service. 

2/ For the students of 
the institutions of inter- 
mediate vocational educ- 
ation until the end of 
their education period 
and for two years beyond 
the period of completion 
of their education, prov- 
ided that the graduates 
are qualified for recruit- 
ment serve their duties 
for two years on the basis 
of distribution in the en- 
terprises and institutions 
of state sector in accordance 
with their line of specia- 
lization. 

Students who have rea- 
ched the age of recruitm- 
ent for military service 
and because of failure or 
because of breach or dis- 
ipline remain for two ye- 
ars in the same class to 
receive training and sinr- 
ilarly the graduates who 
upon the completion of 
the period of education re- 
fuse to take charge of 
duties that are assigned 
to them in accordance wi- 
th distribution or if thev 
optionally change their 
duties or if they are disc- 



harged of their duties sh- 
all be deprived from the 
right of deferment and 
shall be recruited in the 
army for performing mi- 
litary service. 

3/ For the students of 
vocational and technical 
schools until the end per- 
iod of education and for 
two years beyond the 
period of education prov- 
ided that the graduates of 
such schools discharge th- 
eir duties for two years 
on the basis of specializ- 
ation and distribution 
made by the Ministries 
and the related departm- 
ents in the enterprises 
and institutions of the 
state sector. 

If they refuse to perf- 
orm the related duties or 
change or abonden their 
duties optionally they sh- 
all be deprived of their 
right of deferment and 
shall be recruited for mi- 
litary service. 

4/ The students of the 
general intermediate edu- 
cation uptill the end per- 
iod of their education, 
i 

The students qualified 
for recruitment and for 
military service who rem- 
ain two years in one class 
for reasons of failure or 
for breach of discipline 
shall be deprived from 
the right of deferment . 
and shall be recruited for 
cumpulsory military se- 
rvice. In the case of proc- 
lamation of mobilisaiton 
in the country the pers- 
ons listed under the arti- 
cles 1, 2. 3, and 4 of Arti- 
cle number one of this de- 
cree can be drafted in the 
army before the end of 
their period of education. 

The graduates of the 
12th class who have reac- 
hed the age of recruitm- 
ent and military service 
shall be recruited for 
military service. Howe- 
ver, after completion of 
military service they can 
be admitted to the instit- 
utions of higher education 
without attending the un- 
iversity entrance exami- 
nation. 

Persons who have rea-i 
ched the age of cumpuls- 
ory military service and 
are being graduated from 
the institutions of gener- 
al intermediate education 
and those who for the pu- 
rpose of being admitted to 
the institutions of higher 
education in the fields of 
requirement of the nat- 
ional economy are regis- 
tered for university ent- 
rance examination shall 
be granted deferment fr- 
om the military service 
for the period of examin- 
ation. The persons under 
recruitment who could 
not successfully pass the 
entrance exams and wou- 
ld not be admitted to the 
institutions of higher ed- 
uation shall be recruited 
for performing their mi- 
litary service. 



Article 2/ The amendm- 
ent number 3 0 f the mili- 
tary service law shall be 
effective as of the date 
of approval and'should be 
promulgated in the offici- 
al gazette. 

Babrak Karrnal Presid- 
ent of the Presidium of 
the Revolutionary Cou-- 
cii of DRA. 




Amir Amanullah Khan and the high-ranking state athorities of the 
Soviet Union during his visit to Moscow. In this picture in addition to 
Amanullah Khan M. A. Kalnin and Vrochelov are seen. KNT 




A group of Afghan constitutionalists. Ku*f 
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE NEWSLETTER WOULD MAKE A NICE ANNIVERSARY 



PRESENT 
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Independence Day was 
"highly celebrated" 
in Kabul on August 19. 
What went on in the 
provinces was not re- 
ported but On the occasion 
of this auspicious day of an- 
niversary the daily newspa- 
pers in their latest issues 
produced in the capital a nd 
in the provinces have pub- 
lished the photos of BabrakJ 
Karmal, General Secretary ; 
of PDPA CC and President 
of the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil of DRA and that of the 
late Majesty King Amanul- 
la Khan Ghazi during whose 
reign our heroic people 
achieved the national in- 
dependence and likewise 
published the photos of a 
number of heroes of the 
path of national independ- 
ence and those of historical 
monuments and took part in 
celebrating this day through 
their publishing of editorials 
and articles on the occasion 
The Radio and Television of 
DRA also celebrated tfc*. 
d4th versary of national in- 
dependence of the country 
through their propagation 
of special and varie.^y of pro- 
grams. 



Photos & part of 
Babrak's address 
appear on the next 
page. 
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KABUL, August 18 
(Bakhtar)— The Ministry 
of Communications has 
printed a new postal sta- 
mp on the eve of the 64th 
anniversary of the Inde- 
pendence of Afghanistan. 

The new postal stamp is 
of the denomination of 
six Afghanis „i 
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64 th anniversary 
of Afghanistan's 
independence 



Today August 19 is an im- 
portant day in the politi- 
cal history of Afghanist- 
an. It marks the 64th an- 
niversary of regaining of 
the independence of our 
country. 

04 years ago the heroic and 
gallant people of Afgha- 
nistan under the leader- 
ship of the progressive- 
minded monarch Amir 
Amanullah Khan launch- 
ed a freedom liberation 
movement against the 
mighty power of the wo- 
rld, the British colonial- 
ism. No doubt, with the 
regaining of independence 
a new chapter was open- 
ed in the history of Af- 
ghanistan. 

The regaining of the inde- 
pendence of Afghanistan 
was in effect the product 
of the unity and patrio- 
tism of the various tribes 
and nationalities living in 
this country. 

By nature, it should be poin- 
ted out. Afghans are fr- 
eedom-loving people who 
cannot tolerate the domi- 
nation of colonialism and 
imperialism. It was this 
very nature of the people 
cf Afghanistan which ma- 
de the British colonial 
power bow before the le- 
gitimate demand and stiff 
resistance of the brave 
and heroic people of this 
ancient country. 

The staunch and stiff resis- 
tance put up by the heroic 
people of Afghanistan ag- 
ainst the British domina- 
tion encouraged the free- 
dom movement in the su- 
bcontinent of India. The 
lesson which the people of 
Afghanistan taught the 
Britishers led the people 
of the region to rise up 
against the policy of Bri- 
tish aggression. 

Although the British colon- 
ialism after the declara- 
tion of the independence 
of Afghanistan by the 
progressive King Amanu- 
llah mobilised more than 
100.000 soldiers equipp- 
ed with all modern com- 
bat facilities against the 
newly independent Afgha- 
anistan in a bid to bring 
to failure the struggles 
of the heroic people of 
Afghanistan, it did not 
succeed in implementing 
its colonialistic and agg- 
ressive policy which it 
was following against 
the interests of the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan. 

The political position of the 
newly independent Af- 
ghanistan was further co- 
nsolidated when the new- 
ly established rule of wor- 
kers in young Soviet Rus- 
sia extended its official 
recognition to the indep- 
endence of Afghanistan. 

In fact the Soviet Union 



was the first country wh- 
ich not only officially re- 
cognised the independence 
of Afghanistan but also 
started to extend all po- 
ssible economic and mili- 
tary assistance to Afgha- 
nistan. King Aanmullah 
who is considered as the 
saviour of the independ- 
ence of Afghanistan in 
the history of this coun- 
try, was the first Afghan 
sovereign who recognised 
the young Soviet state 
emerged after the Octob- 
er Socialist Revolution. 
King Amanullah stretch- 
ed friendship hands to- 
wards the founder of the 
Socialist regime in Russ- 
ia and the leader of the 
world leaders V. I. Lenin. 

Thus the diplomatic relati- 
ons between the two coun- 
tries stem from the good 
wishes and sincere willing- 
ness of King Amanullah 
and Lenin the great and 
the toiling peoples of the 
two countries. Lenin at- 
tached great importance 
and value to the indepen- 
dence of Afghanistan and 
was a great friend of the 
people of this country. 

The heroism displayed by the 
■people of Afghanistan ag- 
ainst the British colonial 
power was received with 
aH appreciation and prai- 
se in the young Soviet Ru- 
ssia. The Soviet Union sp- 
ared no material and mo- 
ral support to the peopi 
of Afghanistan during the 
long standing friendship 
between the peoples of 
the two countries. 

Like the regaining of inde- 
pendence of Afghanistan 
which opened a new cha- 
pter in the history of Af- 
ghanistan, the victory of 
the glorious Saur Revo- 
lution also recorded the 
most important turning 
point in the history 
of the life of the 
working dass and the en- 
tire people of Afghanist- 
an. 

While we celebrate the 64th 
anniversary of the regain- 
ing of independence from 
the clutch of the British 
colonialism it is hoped th- 
at under the progressive 
regime set up after the 
Saur Revolution further 
strides will be made to- 
wards the social econo- 
mic and cultural develop- 
ment so as the people 
of our country can enjoy 
a better and higher stan- 
dard of living and strug- 
gle further for achieving 
the targets set for the 
construction of the new 
sooey. 

We take this opportunity 
and congratulate the he- 
roic people of Afghanist- 
an on this occasion and 
wish them further suco 
in their strides. 



Following is the text of 
the message of Babrak Kar- 
mal, General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of 
the People's Democratic Pa- 
rty of Afghanistan and Pre- 
sident of the Revolutionary 
Council of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan br- 
oadcast over Radio-TV on 
the occasion of the 64th an- 
niversary of the regaining of 
independence of the coun- 
try. 

Noble compatriots and 
dear sisters and brothers. 

Permit me to present to 
you the greetings and con- 
gratulations of the Central 
Committee of the PDPA, Re- 
volutionary Council and Go- 
vernment of the DRA and 
that of my own on the occ- 
asion of 64th anniversary of 
the prideful and pride-giv- 
ing anniversary of the re- 
gaining the political indep- 
endence of Afghanistan wh- 
ich was achieved as a result 
of the 1919 armed uprising 
of the people of Afghanist- 
an against the most power- 
ful colonial state of the I 
time, i.e. British imperial- 1 
ism. 

The independence of our 
beloved country which broke 
one of links of the chain of 
imperialist dependency in 
this part of the world is not 
only considered as a great 
event in the historical des- 
tiny of the peoples of Af- 
ghanistan but also influenc- 
ed a great deal the awaken- 
ing of Asia which bad start- 
ed with the victory of Great 
October Socialist Revolution. 

The people of Afghanist- 
an raised the flag of inde- 
pendence and freedom over 
our beautiful country for 
the first time in Asian con- 
tinent. This great victory ov- 
er the British colonial im- 
perialism was changed into 
a shining and high examp- 
le of peoples' struggle for 
determining their destiny 
and into a striking ' force 
in the independence strug- 
gle of the colonized nati- 
ons of the continent of As- 
ia especially the Muslim pe- 
oples. 

The fraternal aids of the 
young Republic of Soviets 
under the leadership of the 
great friend of the peoples 
of Afghanistan and all eas- 
tern nations and Muslims 
V. I. Lenin, to our country 
in the first difficult days 
after the regaining of in- 
dependence are considered 
as an outstanding example 
; of new type of friendship 
; in the relations between peo- 
ples, states and nations. 

Dear compatriots, 

The British aggressive 
colonialism took the harnv 
al path of conspiracies, int- 
rigues and deceptions aga- 
inst the independence of 
Afghanistan which had been 
achieved at the expense of 
the nooie lives of thousan- 
ds of the best sons of our 
country and continued in a 
new manner with its inter- 
vention in our country. 

Having made use of the 
backwardness of the coun- 
try and having resorted to 
most shameful means and 
atwns inciting fanaticism 
and superstitions, uprisings 
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Babrak Karmal, Gen eral Secretary of the PD PA CC and President o* 
the RC delivering hi* sp eech on the occasion of the 64th anniversary of 
independence of the con ntry. (Photo: Bakhtar) 



and disorder througn its 
agents, the British state 
brought the young Amani 
state into failure and impos- 
ed its installed government, 
in the person of one of the 
recognised and cunning ag- 
ents of colonialism, on our 
country. The historic ex- 
perience of thus period is 
of- great ^historical . import- 
ance as far as the recogni- 
tion of the friends and foes 
of our people and. our be- 
loved homeland is concern- 
ed. The people of Afghanis- 



tan despite the suppression 
and despotism reigning in 
the country continued wi- 
th their brave struggles 
for the downfall of the ma- 
stery of the exploiting and 
oppressive classes. 

The People's Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan as a 
hair of the best revolution- 
ary traditions brought ab- 
out liberation struggle of 
the toilers of our country, 
in legal connection with the 
world revolutionary move- 
ment. Our party was able 



to give direction to the stm- 
g&es pf our toiling peo- 
ples and by bringing th/ 
Saur Revolution to victory 
it not only realised the in- 
dependence-seeking aspira- 
tions of our people but also 
opened up the way for ra- 
radical transformations in 
the benefit of the oppressed 
peoples of our country. 
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His Majesty late Amanullah Khan Ghazi. during 
his reign the brave people of Afghanistan gained 
the independence of the country. Sjl^ 



6/14 - CSM - Louis Wiznitzer writes that 
"prospects for a peaceful settlement of 
the Afghan dilemma are improving, 11 ac- 
cording to officials involved in working 
out the settlement. The Geneva talks 
may lead to a preliminary accord before 
the end of the month, which will mean 
that 97% of the draft agreement will have 
been drawn up. The USSR & the US will 
have the final say & in that the US's 
attitude will be critical.. The package 
will be based on 1) the phased pullout of 
Soviet troops, 2) the gradual return of 
refugees to Afghanistan & 3) int'l gua- 
rantees by the UN Security Council (mainly 
the USSR, China & the US) of non-inter- 
vention in Afghanistan. The article 
states that the Reagan administration 
does not seem to be willing "to roll out 
a red carpet for the Soviet exit from 
Afghanistan... If Pakistan is not suf- 
ficiently forthcoming at Geneva, the So- 
viets could stip up separatist sentiment" 
in Baluchistan. And if Pakistan is too 
soft at Geneva, it risks losing US econ- 
omic & military support. (See 6/25 & 8/17) 
- FT - Mujahideen commander Faisal, re- 
sponsible for resistance operations in 
the region east of Kabul, reportedly was 
killed last week while leading an attack 
on a convoy going from Jalalabad to Kabul. 

6/15 - NYT - Villages near Paghman were 
shelled by Soviet & DRA forces on 6/8. 
The bombardment followed a 6/7 ambush of 
Soviet trucks by guerrilla forces. The 
report stated that the Logar Valley was 
also shelled; that sounds of gunfire had 
increased in Kabul since the beginning 
of Ramazan; & that a gunfight had taken 
place in Kabul between DRA soldiers & 
local police. Several people were killed 
in the incident which involved a search 
for eligible conscripts for the DRA army. 

6/16 - NYT - William Stevens writes that 
Niaz Naik, sec'y of the Pakistan Foreign 
Ministry, was not hopeful about a politi- 
cal settlement of the Afghan question. 
Naik said he thought that the Soviets now 
realized that the insurgency was an indige- 
nous movement rather than the creation of 
outside forces. Some analysts feel this 
could make it easier to reach an agree- 
ment. 



6/16 - FEER - "Following an informal agree- 
ment with the Kabul regime & the Soviets, 
Pakistan has decided to move about 500,000 
of the 3m Afghan refugees in the country 
away from the Afghan border. They are to 
be relocated in Azad Kashmir. The refu- 
gees are armed & are Islamic fundamentalists, 
& thus their presence close to the Indian 
state of Jammu & Kashmir will be a matter 
of concern to the Indian government." 
Pakistan officials call the report ab- 
solutely baseless (Pakistan Affairs 8/14) . 
- Romey Fullerton writes that "reports 
from inside Afghanistan suggest that 
masses of internal refugees 1 could starve 
to death." DRA officials have said: 
"There is no clear evidence of a food 
shortage"... 

But a survey has been made privately ' 
by an agronomist from Kabul. Azam Gul 
was well respected for his work in plant ; 
science at Kabul University until his de- \ 
fection from the capital to Pakistan last I 
year. Once in Peshawar, he enrolled his I 
former students as researchers and I 
launched a study of the state of food pro- 
duction in Afghanistan. He avoided con- 
tentious political issues and has produced 
a lengthy and, by any standards, highly 
objective analysis. His findings are startl- 
ing- 
Wheat is the staple crop in Afghanistan. 
The survey results show that in 1982 wheat 
production was on average down to 20.4% 
of the 1978 level. Similarly, corn produc- 
tion was 23% of the 1978 total, rice 26%, 
barley 26% and cotton slightly in excess of 
12% . Even more alarming were his figures 
for the 1982 harvest,. which produced only 
half the previous year Y crops. This 
showed that the decline in agricultural 
production was accelerating sharply. 



Azam GuPs survey also showed that a 
labour shortage had become marked. 
In 1978 a farm would have had an average 
of 4.6 labourers, but four years later this 
had fallen to 2.2. Fully 52% of the country's 
labour force was absent — and he says the 
number of workers continues to decline. 
In terms of acreage cultivated, his survey 
found that whereas in 1978 an average 
farm would have 46% of its land culti- 
vated, by 1982 the proportion had sunk to 
a mere 16% . 

By 1982 the yield of wheat, in terms of 
weight of produce per land unit, had fallen 
to 54% of the 1978 level. Rice had fallen to 
35% of the 1978 yield, barley to 60% and 
cotton to 70%. the decline' in yield was 
also accelerating: in 1981 the wheat yield 
was still 70% of the 1978 level, but by the 
following year the figure was reduced by a 
sudden 16%. The price of wheat seed had 
soared — by 145% between 1978 and 
1982. There was a decline in the use of ail 
fertilisers. The national irrigation systems 
were not being adequately maintained. 
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The survey document concludes: "The 
jreports of food shortages in Afghanistan 
are substantially confirmed by the results 
of our survey. In all of the five major 
crops, there has been a uniform decline in 
production. The 1982 harvest has yielded 
. between one-quarter and one-fifth of that 
in 1978. The latter harvest may be as- 
sumed to have provided sufficient food for 
the population of Afghanistan at that 
time. Although it is probable that the 
population has declined by something ap- 
proaching one-third, clearly the present 
agricultural production can in no way sus- 
tain the remaining population. 

"Indeed, one measure of the govern- 
ment's acknowledgment of the food de- 
ficit is the import in 1982 of 240,000 tonnes 
of wheat from the Soviet Union. This is 
unfortunately a cold comfort, as the same 
factors which have depressed production 
— poor logistics, high transport costs, lack 
of access by government services to the 
bulk of the rural population — will pre- 
vent those in need from receiving their 
share of this import. The causes of this 
disaster remain with us, and this is perhaps 
the most dismaying fact of all . . q 



6/25 - NYT - John Darnton reports from Geneva that 
seven days of the UN talks ended with no major pro- 
gress on any significant issues. Diego Cordovez 
said," Further progress" has been made but that "ob- 
stacles" remained & that the negotiating process was 
long & difficult & sudden breakthroughs ahould not 
be expected. Cordovez will continue his shuttle di- 
plomacy but no date has been set for further talks. 

6/26 - NYT - Charles Dunbar, former charge d'affaires 
at the US Embassy in Kabul who recently returned after 
an 18-month tour of duty, said the war in Afghanistan 
would be a long standoff. The resistance continues 
to show "incredible resiliency" but Moscow has a de- 
termined & long-term commitment to the conflict & 
continually reaffirms the irreversibility of the coup 
that brought the Moscow-controlled Communist Party 
to power. \ 

- Pakistan Times - The former Vice Chancellor of 
Kabul Univ., Dr. Moh'd Haider, defected to Pakistan 
with his family. ( See p -.24) 



6/20 - NYT - The sec'y of the DRA De- 
fense Ministry, Moh'd Shafiq Ahangar, 
& his son reportedly were killed on 
6/9 when a guerrilla mine exploded in 
Paktia Province. 



6/21 - NYT - Americares, a private re- 
lief group, announced its plans to send 
between $2 - 4m worth of medical supplies 
to Afghan refugees in August. 

- FT - The National Assembly of Kuwait re- 
affirmed its support for the people of 
Afghanistan & their struggle against the 
Soviet invasion. 

6/22 - NYT - Afghan guerrillas carried 
out intsi.sive attacks on Kabul & suburbs 
June 1L-15. They reportedly captured 
ammunition & took some prisoners in an 
attack in the Defense Ministry area. 

- And this from the South China Morning 

Post ; A scandal has shaken Moscow's military establishment 
after the discovery that Soviet troops in Afghanistan were 
using coffins to smuggle furs and Japanese electronic goods 
back home. 

Four Air Force non-commissioned officers involved in the 
smuggling have been given heavy labour camp sentences by a 
court outside Moscow, and 40 soldiers were awaiting trial, 
according to unofficial sources. A FP 



More on smugglers from Christopher Dobson in the FEER of 8/11 




It is said that all occupying armies are 
eventually corrupted by the country they 
occupy. It would seem that the Soviets in 
Afghanistan are no different from any 
other occupiers, the guerilla war in Af- 
ghanistan has in fact added a new link in 
the chain of corruption in Soviet society 
that President Yun Andropov is trying to 
fight, and a whole new market-place for 
Soviets out to make a fast rouble. 



The black marketeers on both sides in 
the Afghan conflict forget national differ- 
ences and cooperate in their illegal 
capitalist endeavours on a scale which en- 
rages the Soviet authorities, who find it 
virtually impossible to coax anv degree of 
willing cooperation out of the ordinary 
Afghan. Soldiers sell their equipment, 
even rifles and ammunition, though they 
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know they may be used against their com- 
rades. In a macabre development re- 
cently, four members of a Soviet air trans- 
port unit were arrested for smuggling furs 
in the coffins of soldiers killed fighting Af- 
ghan rebels. 

A senior member of the Khalq faction 
of the People's Democratic Party of Af- 
ghanistan has also fallen victim to An- 
dropov's attempted crackdown. Sent to 



the Soviet Union on official business, he 
took the opportunity to do some black 
marketeenng on the side and was sub- 
sequently understood to be undergoing 
examination in the Lefortovo prison, the 
KGB investigation centre in Moscow. 



6/27 - Pakistan Times - The inter-aid 
committee of the World Church Council 
has set up 4 medical centers for Af- 
ghan refugees in the Chagai District 
nf Baluchistan. The committee has also 
started an education program for refu- 
gees at Gulistan, Surkhab, Saranan & 
Loralia. The program includes child & 
adult education & vocational training 
for women. 

6/29 - Daily News - Afghan warplanes 
killed a number of civilians in bombing 
raids on villages near Paghman after a 
guerrilla attack that killed 50-60 DRA 
soldiers % 

6/30 - NYT - Washington authorities say 
that Pakistan & adjoining areas of Af- 
ghanistan have surpassed SE Asia as the 
biggest supplier of heroin. William 
Stevens writes: "In the last 6-9 months 
the region has become the source of as 
much as 85-90% of all the heroin sold 
in New York City..." Pakistanis have 
moved into international trafficking 
but officials say that "far more opium 
is grown across the border in Afghani- 
stan than in Pakistan & that Afghan 
fields provide a ready source of heroin- 
makings for laboratories in the tribal 
areas of Peshawar." 

7/1 - Pak. Times - APP reports that 
Ethiopian troops are being used by the 
Soviets in Afghanistan. The Ethiopian 
Peoples 1 Democratic Alliance disclosed 
that Soviets are training the troops in 
Ethiopia & then sending them to Afghani- 
stan to join the Cuban, Czech, East Ger- 
man & South Yemen troops already there. 

- NYT - US Sec'y of State Shultz, on an 
11-day visit to Asia, discussed Afghani- 
stan with Indira Gandhi in India. 

- From the Hindustan Times the following, 
headlined: Three stoned to death for 
adultery in Afghan camp " ; 



citizen did not prevent the refugees 
and their camp leaders to pass the 
sentence they had passed in the 
name of their norms in a foreign 
country. 

Afghan refugees must resrject the 
laws of the host country, coin. 



Since some time ago, Pakistani 
citizens have been complaining 
more frequently against their being 
destroyed economically under the 
tide of refugees from Afghanistan 
The Afghans here developed 
their business on a large scale. In 
Peshawar. Anetta and other major 
places, they force down prices on 
the market, take over transport 



merits here say. Naturally, they 

have been allowed and should be ^j? trade, houses and land, 
allowed in future to live in 



_. the 

spirit of their traditions and cus- 
toms. 

However, it is pointed out, so 
long as the refugees enjoy the 
hospitality of this country, a clear- 
cut line must be drawn to specify 
the limits to which their customs 
and traditions are . in accord with 
the laws of the country in which 
they sojourn temporarily. The point 
must also be specified at '-Which 
their manifestations infringers upon 
the rights and privileges of Pakis- 
tani citizens. 



For this reason, , the Pakistan 
Government has recently decided 
that the Afghans would be banned 
from the purchase and possession 
of real estate. 

The Press revealed that in the 
north-western border province 
alone the refugees have some 3,000 
lorries. They extend forwarding 
services throughout the country at 
appreciably lower prices. 
. What had been only hinted at 
here in the past but is now ex- 
pressed daily is the fear that out 
of such position a lot of refugees, 
will renounce repatriation— when 
that day comes. , , 



ISLAMABAD, June 30 (Tanjug) 
—The presence of about three mil- 
lion Afghan refugees in Pakistan 
poses for the Islamabad Govern- 
ment a problem which grows more 
difficult everyday. 

Events of the past weeks and 
months in and around the Afghan 
refugee camps, mainly concentrated 
in Baluchistan and north-west fron- 
tier provinces bordering Afghanis- 
tan, are causing increasing concern 
o the local population 

An incident which several days 
ago stirred the public and sparked 
uff bitter Press commentaries has 
again drawn attention to the refu- 
gee problem. 



At an Afghan refugee camp in 
the Swat Valley, three persons were 
stoned to death after an Afghan 
woman was accused of adultery 
with a Pakistani policeman work- 
ing at the camp. The death sen- 
tences were carried out in the 
cruellest manner in the centre of 
the refugee settlement The hus- 
band also paid with his life for 
the wife's adultery. 

The incident embittered and ron- 
cerned the Pakistani public. At the 
same time, Press comments warn 
that serious consideration must be 
given to the causes and effects of 
this event 

This is. because even the fact that 
one of th* victims was a Pakistani 



7/2 - Hindustan Times - Pakistan is shifting 
some 200,000 Afghan refugees from the NWFP 
& Baluchistan to Punjab. Initially 40,000 
will move followed by others at the rate of 
about 600 per day. (See 6/16) 



7/3 - NYT - US State Sec'y Shultz arrived in 
Pakistan yesterday on an official visit. "Mr. 
Shultz said he recently exchanged letters 
with FM Andrei Gromyko of the Soviet Union 
about the Afghan situation, but declined to 
give any details." On 7/4 (NYT) Shultz told 
Afghan refugees at the Nasir Bagh camp, ''Fel- 
low fighters for freedom, we are with you." . 
The PEER (7/14) carried the following report 
on the Shultz visit by Salamat Ali & Romey 

Fullerton: During his visit to Pakistan! Shultz 
made it quite clear that Afghanistan was 
the most pressing consideration in US po- 
licy towards Islamabad. He toured an Af- 
ghan refugee camp in Pakistan's North- 
west Frontier Province, peered into Af- 
ghanistan from a Pakistani military out- 
post in the Khyber Pass, and told cheering 
Afghan tribal leaders that the US stands 
with them. He also gave the impression 
that Washington has renewed confidence 
in Pakistan's ability to hold the line in the 
United Nations-Sponsored negotiations in 
Geneva to seek a solution to the Afghan 
problem. •• 

Previously, the impression had been 
conveyed by Washington of its concern 
that Pakistan was prepared to make too 
many concessions to the Soviets to hasten 
a settlement in Afghanistan. Significantly, 
after the last round of Geneva talks last 
month, US officials in Islamabad, briefing 
the press on the coming Shultz visit, drop- 
ped a line that a settlement in Afghanistan 
would mean that Pakistan would slip back 
in the queue for US military and economic 



aid. 

Pakistan has to tread a precarious path 
on the Afghan issue if it is not to jeopar- 
dise its highly prized non-aligned status. 
Three days before Shultz arrived, Soviet 
Ambassador to Islamabad Vitaly Smirnov 
said in a local press interview that Pakistan 
has been creating difficulties for itself in 
order to please its foreign friends. 



7/3 - NYT - Five of the 46 Afghans detained 
in Brooklyn were released on parole under a 
modification in immigration policy. 14 others 
could be released in the next few weeks. 
The modification "allows the parole of aliens 
who have received final orders of deportation 
& who within 30 days of those orders have not 
been issued travel documents from another 
country. If these papers arrive, they can be 
deported." 




. (DENVER POST 7/31) l J 



7/5 - NYT - West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
on a visit to the USSR, criticized the USSR for 
its continuing intervention in Afghanistan. 

7/6 -NYT - Guerrillas attacked the Kabul air- 
port "damaging some of Afghanistan's American- 
built DC-10 jetliners," diplomatic sources said. 
The guerrillas also blasted a hole in the Soviet- 
built grain silo in Kabul (see 7/7) . 

7/7 - The Statesman (India ) - AFP reports that 
700 DRA troops, "stationed at a strategic mili- 
tary outpost in northern Afghanistan surrendered 
after a 40-day siege cut them off from food & 
water supplies." Jamiat Island, fighters in 
Samangan diverted the river which provided the 
garrison with water. "Soviet military advisers 
were evacuated a month before the surrender. 
After the resistance agreed to spare the lives 
of the soldiers, the contingent surrendered on 
6/9." Afghan army strength is put at 20,000. 
" SCMP - Reuters reports that Afghan guerrillas 
attacked the Kabul airport last week & damaged 
an Ariana Boeing 727 & hit the DC-10 in -the nose. 
Continuing clashes are Caking place in the 
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Shomali area & in Logar, Ghazni & 
Kandahar. The number of refugees in 
Pakistan & Iran is put at 4.5m. The 
same article quoted Karmal (via Tass) 
as saying on 7/3: "There are no major 
armed bands left in Afghanistan now." 

7/8 - Pak. Times - The DPM of Canada, 
Allan MacEachen, on a visit to Paki- 
stan, said his country "seeks a com- 

plete pullout of all 

foreign troops & restora- 
tion of an independent 
- non-aligned Afghanistan..." 



7/9 - Pak. Times - A Soviet 
offensive on 6/19 to re- 
capture Aaq Tappa, a vil- 
lage in Kunduz on the So- 
viet border, failed & the 
Soviets lost a MIG, vehicles 
and several soldiers. 

7/10 - Pak. Times - Tass 
reports that the USSR is 
satisfied with the latest 
round of Geneva talks. 

7/11 - NYT - The Yugoslav 
Press reported that guer- 
rillas downed a Soviet 
bomber northeast of Kabul 
on 7/5 & that the pilot & 
a Soviet adviser were taken 
prisoner. 



7/15 - AICMB #29) - Inayatullah Kar- 
gar, sec'y of the Party in Kandahar, 
Hamidullah, commander of the commando 
unit & 3 other Party activists re- 
portedly were killed 

7/19 - In case you haven't heard this 
one before, the Hong Kong Standard 
spells it out: 



Stockholm (UPl) -- The 
Soviet Union invaded Afgha- 
nistan because it feared" an 
American invasion of Iran 



the true reason (for entering 
Afganistan)." Mr Tro- 
fimenko said in an interview 



American invasion ot Iran f published 
during the Iranian hostage I Stockholm daily Dagens 



crisis. • - / 

The Soviet Union's inva 
sion of Afghanistan was 
sparked by fears that the 
United States would invade 
Iran after the hostages were 
taken, according to Henry 
Trofimenko. chief of a de- 
partment of the US-Canada 
Institute in Moscow. 

"We feared that the US 
would invade Iran, that was 



. } 



published on Sunday in the 
Stockho' 
Nyheter. 

"The US had concen- 
trated enourmous forces in 
the Arabic Sea and the Indi- 
an Ocean," he continued. "It 
was after the Iranian revolu- 
tion and the American 
embassy personel in Teheran 
had been taken hostage in 
November 1979. Our troops 
went in in December." 



7/19 - Pak. Times - Bangladesh & Iran, 
in a joint communique issued yester- 
day, 11 expressed concern over the Af- 
ghan situation & reiterated the need 
for immediate withdrawal of all forces 
of aggression from the country to en- 
able the Muslim people of Afghanistan 
to determine their own future/ 1 

7/20 - Hong Kong Standard - Twelve 
elders from Ghazni were executed by 
the DRA in retaliation for a guerrilla 
attack (on 7/7) when 4 Soviets were 
killed. Security in Kabul was increased 
after Ramazan & 2 powerful searchlights 
have been set up on Mt. Asmai, over- 
looking Kabul. . Fighting continues in 
the Shomali area, Logar, the Bamian 
Valley & Paghman. 

- AICMB #29 - A 4-engine plane carrying 
arms & ammunition to Khost was hit by 
mujahideen. The plane turned back but 
crashed on landing at Kabul airport. 

- Pak. Times - Pres. Zia is on a state 
visit to Japan & Japan T s support for 
Pakistan on the Afghan issue & Japan's 
commendation of Pakistan on her assis- 
tance to the Afghan refugees are getting 
big headlines in Pakistan. At the same 
time Pakistan & the USSR signed a 2-year 
renewal of their cultural & scientific 
cooperation protocol. 

7/23 - Pak. Times - Japan will grant 
$8.3 to the World Food Program for the 
purchase of wheat for Afghan refugees. 
Japan has contributed about $44. 7m 
through the UNHCR & the WFP since 1979. 

7/26 - NYT - Two bombs exploded in 
Kabul yesterday killing a student & in- 
juring 6 people, according to Kabul 
Radio „ 

7/27 - NYT - DRA troops & guerrillas 
both suffered heavy casualties in fierce 
fighting in Ghazni. 60 Soviet & DRA 
soldiers reportedly were killed; 30 tanks 
& other vehicles were destroyed & 20 el- 
ders were slain in retaliation (see 7/20) . 

- Hong Kong Standard - Western diplomats 
state that the"Soviets appear to be kil- 
ling a certain number of people for every 
Soviet killed." A bomb exploded on 7/25 
in the Golden Sweet Restaurant killing 

5 & injuring 20. Chinese FM Wu Xueqian 



arrived in Pakistan on 7/25 for a 5-day 
visit. The Pak. Times reported (7/29) 
that the FM called for a Soviet pullout 
& reiterated China's support for the 
struggle of the Afghan people. 
• SCMP - Soviet paratroopers dropped into 
Istalif on 7/19 hoping to find insurgents. 
The guerrillas had disappeared; however, 
the next day guerrillas attacked Shakardah. 
The Soviets reportedly are using a new 
incendiary shell that burns everything 
within 15 meters of impact. 

7/28 - NYT - Kabul Radio reported another 
blackout in Kabul, blaming "counter-revolu- 
tionaries 11 for the outage which affected 
the whole city. 

- AICMB #29 - Saadruddin Hashemi, Vice Rec- 
tor of Kabul U., was reportedly wounded 
while driving to his office. Some say he 
was attacked by non-Party students who had 
been complaining about discrimination be- 
tween Party & non-Party students (see p. ). 
Others think the attack came from Khalqis 
who are under heavy Parchami pressure at 
the university. 

8 / 2 ~ Pak. Times - Pakistan reported that 
in the past 6 months its air space was vi- 
olated 22 times & its territory 11 times 
by Afghanistan. 

8/3 - AICMB #29 - Two MI-24 helicopter gun- 
ships were destroyed at Jalalabad airport & 
8 Soviet soldiers were killed in a mujahi- 
deen. raid. Soviets bombed villages south 
of the airport in reprisal. 

* 

8/4 - Pak. Times - "Tsar Nicholas II has 
been rehabilitated by the USSR but only 
those in Afghanistan able to understand 
Pushtu, Dari & Turki are aware of this 
historic development." Pamphlets published 
in these languages praise the Tsarist 
rulers who resisted the advance of British 
imperialism in Afghanistan. The booklets 
are issued by the Soviet Institute for the 
Study of the People's of Asia & are aimed at 
Afghans between 15 & 25 years of age. 

8/5 - AICMB #29 - A DRA military outpost at 
Qala-e-Moqamkhana, just south of Jalalabad, 
was destroyed by mujahideen. 



8/8 - US News & World Report says "foreign 
. weapon supplies (to Afghanistan) are also 
on the rise. Today, guerrilla forces rely 
on weapons captured from Soviet & Afghan 
government troops for about 80% of their 
firepower. But the US, working through 
Egypt, is stepping up clandestine ship- 
ments of arms. Included for the 1st time 
are bazookas, heavy mortars, grenade laun- 
chers & recoilless rifles." 

8/10 - AICMB #29 - Guerrilla groups at- 
tacked the Balahissar Fort. Before the at- 
tack they had made contact with some of the 
Afghan officers inside the fort & had 
agreed on simultaneous attacks from inside 
& outside. During the battle the Soviet 
commando commander & 17 Russians were 
killed along with 23 Afghan Party activists. 
Nothing is yet known about the mutineers. 




8/11 - NYT - The 6th Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches voted on a "resolution 
that supports a proposal for an end to the 
conflict in Afghanistan put forward by the 
Sec'y Gen'l of the UN." Some delegates 
favored a stronger resolution but Soviet 
delegates fought against it saying that a 
condemnation of the USSR could lead to "a 
disruption of relations between the Coun- 
cil and the Russian Orthodox Church. 

8/17 - NYT - A Soviet tank crew fired on a 
tea house in Mazar-i-Sharif killing or 
wounding 50 civilians. A sniper had killed 
a Soviet soldier standing in the turret of 
a nearby tank. Not finding the sniper, the 
Soviets blasted the tea shop. 
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8/17 - AWSJ - "Afghan Peace Negotiations 
Go Nowhere," writes Paul Gigot from Is- 
lamabad. In spite of UN Sec'y Cordovez' 
claim that a negotiated settlement was 
95% complete, a diplomat says, "He was 
only correct if the remaining 5% in- 
cluded all the important issues." The 
same article reports that Iran now 
claims to have 1.5m Afghan refugees, 
Pakistan. 3m. 
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8/18 - Pak. Times - Ghaffar Khan was 
placed under house arrest in Pakistan. 

8/21 - NYT - Abdul Rasool Sayyaf reports 
that mujahideen shot down 3 MIG-23s, 
destroyed AO tanks & killed 1,500 Soviet 
& DRA troops in July. The mujahideen 
lost 26 men. Sayyaf also stated in a 
news conference in Islamabad that the 
guerrillas would not allow (ex) King 
Moh'd Zahir Shah to return to Afghani- 
stan. "We will kill him the moment he 
sets his foot on Afghan soil," he said. 
The article reports that the King & 3 
other mujahideen leaders met recently 
in Rome to discuss unifying the Afghan 
resistance. (See p . 19) 

8/23 - NYT - Zahir Shah announced yes- 
terday that he would "resume political 
activity to give an official voice to 
the Afghan resistance" at the UN-spon- 
sored talks on the conflict. Some 
guerrillas have accepted the 68-year- 
old ex-king's offer; others' have not. 
(See 8/24 ) 
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